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PARADISE      LOST. 


Vot.  XI, 


THE        ARGUMENT, 

Satan  having  compafs'd  the  Earth,  with  meditated 
guile  returns  as  a  mill  by  night  into  Paradife,  enters 
into  the  Serpent  ileeping.  Adam  and  Eve  in  the 
morning  go  forth  to  their  labors,  which  Eve  propofes 
to  divide  in  feveral  places,  each  laboring  apart : 
Adam  confents  not,  alledging  the  danger,  left  that 
enemy,  of  whom  they  were  forewarn'd,  fhculd  at- 
tempt her  found  alone:  Eve,  loath  to  be  thought  not 
circumfpedl,  or  firm  enough,  urges  her  going  apart, 
the  rather  defirous  to  make  trial  of  her  llrength; 
Adam  at  Lift  yields :  The  Serpent  finds  her  alone; 
his  fubtle  approach,  firll:  gazing,  then  fpeaking,  with 
much  flattery  extolling  Eve  above  all  other  creatures. 
Eve  wondering  to  hear  the  Serpent  fpeak,  afks  how 
he  attain 'd  to  human  fpeech  and  fuch  underilanding 
not  till  now;  the  Serpent  anfwers^that  by  tailing  of 
a  certain  tree  in  the  garden  he  attain'd  both  to  fpeech 
and  reafon,  till  then  void  of  both  :  Eve  requires  him 
to  bring  her  to  that  tree,  and  finds  it  to  be  the  tree 
of  knovv'ledge  forbidden :  The  Serpent  nou-  grown 
bolder,  with  many  wiles  and  arguments  induces  her 
at  length  to  eat :  fne  pleas'd  with  the  tafte  delibe- 
rates a  while  whether  to  impart  thereof  to  Adam  or 
not,  at  lail  brings  him  of  the  fruit,  relates  vvhat  per- 
fuaded  her  to  eat  thereof:  Adam  at  firft  amaz'd,  but 
perceiving  her  lofc,  refolves  through  vehemence  of 
love  to  perifh  with  her ;  and  extenuating  the  trefpafs 
eats  alfo  of  the  fruit :  The  effects  thereof  in  them 
both ;  they  feek  to  cover  tlieir  nakednefs ;  then  fall 
to  variance  and  accufation  of  one  anotlier. 


£     3     ] 

PARADISE      LOST. 

BOOK         IX. 


NO  more  of  talk  where  God  or  Angel  gueft 
With  Man,  as  with  his  friend,  familiar  us*d 
To  iit  indulgent,  and  with  him  partake 
Rural  repafi,  permitting  him  the  while 
Venial  difcourfe  unblam'd  :  I  now  muft  change  5 

Thofe  notes  to  tragic  ;  foul  diftruft,  and  breach 
Difioyal  on  the  part  of  Man,  revolt. 
And  difobedience :  on  the  part  of  Heaven 
Now  alienated,  diftance  and  diftaile. 
Anger  and  juft  rebuke,  and  judgment  given,  lo 

That  brought  into  this  world  a  world  of  woe. 
Sin  and  her  Ihadow  Death,  ar.d  Mifery 
Death's  harbinger:  Sad  tafk,  yet  argument 
Not  lefs  but  more  heroic  than  the  wrath 
Of  ftern  Achilles  on  his  foe  purfu'd  15 

Thrice  fugitive  about  Troy  wall ;  or  rage 
Of  Turnus  for  Lavinia  difelpous'd. 
Or  Neptune's  ire  or  Juno's,  that  fo  long 
Perplexed  the  Greek  and  Cytherca's  fon ; 
If  anfwerable  ftile  I  can  obtain  20 

Of  my  celeftial  patronefs,  who  deigns 
Her  nightly  vifitation  unimplor'd 
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And  diftates  to  me  flumb'ring,  or  infpires 

Eafy  my  unpremeditated  verfe  : 

Since  firil  this  fubjedl  for  heroic  fong  25 

Pleas'd  me  long  choofing,  and  beginning  late  ; 

Not  fedulous  by  nature  to  indite 

Wars,  hitherto  the  only  argument 

Heroic  deem'd,  chief  maft'ry  to  diiTedl 

With  long  and  tedious  havoc  fabled  knights  3d 

In  battels  feign'd;  the  better  fortitude 

Of  patience  and  heroic  martyrdom 

Unfung ;  or  to  defcribe  races  and  games. 

Or  tilting  furniture,  imblazon'd  Ihields, 

Imprefles  quaint,  caparifons  and  Heeds ;  35 

Bafes  and  tinfel  trappings,  gorgeous  knights 

At  jouft  and  torneament ;   then  marlhai'd  feaft 

Serv'd  up  in  hall  with  fewers,  and  fenelhals ; 

The  flcill  of  artifice  or  offxe  mean. 

Not  that  which  juftly  gives  heroic  name  40 

To  perfon  or  to  poem.     Me  of  thefe 

Nor  fkiird  nor  lludious,  higher  argument 

Remains,  fuihcient  of  itfelf  to  raife 

That  name,  unlefs  an  age  too  late,  or  cold 

Climate,  or  years  damp  my  intended  wing  45 

Deprefs'd,  and  much  they  may,  if  all  be  mine. 

Not  hers  who  brings  it  nightly  to  my  ear. 

The  fun  was  funk,  and  after  him  the  ftar 
Of  Hefperus,  whofe  office  is  to  bring 
Twilight  upon  the  earth,  fhort  arbiter  50 

'Twixt  day  and  night,  and  now  from  end  to  end 
Night's  hemifphere  had  veil'd  th'  horizon  round: 

When 
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When  Satan  who  late  fled  before  the  threats 

Of  Gabriel  out  of  Eden,  now  improv'd 

In  meditated  fraud  and  malice,  bent  55 

On  Man's  deflruclion,  maugre  what  might  hap 

Of  heavier  on  himfelf,  fearlefs  return'd. 

By  night  he  fled,  and  at  midnight  return'd 

From  compafling  the  earth,  cautious  of  day. 

Since  Uriel  regent  of  the  fun  defcry'd  60 

His  entrance,  and  forewarned  the  Cherubim 

That  kept  their  watch ;  thence  full  of  anguifli  driven. 

The  fpace  of  fev'n  continued  nights  he  rode 

With  darknefs,  thrice  the  equinodial  hne 

He  circled,  four  times  crofs'd  the  car  of  night  6^ 

From  pole  to  pole,  traverfmg  each  colure ; 

On  th'  eighth  return'd,  and  on  the  coaft  averfe 

From  entrance  or  Cherubic  watch,  by  fleahh 

Found  unfufpe^led  way.     There  was  a  place. 

Now  not,  though  fm,  not  time,  firft  wrought  the  change. 

Where  Tigris  at  the  foot  of  Paradife 

Into  a  gulf  fliot  under  ground,  till  part 

Rofe  up  a  fountain  by  the  tree  of  life ; 

In  with  the  river  funk,  and  witli  it  rofe 

Satan  involv'd  in  riflng  mift,  then  fought  75 

Where  to  lie  hid ;  fea  he  had  fearch'd  and  land 

From  Eden  over  Pontus,  and  the  pool 

Maeotis,  up  beyond  the  river  Ob ; 

Downward  as  far  autarkic  ;  and  in  length 

Weil  from  Orontes  to  the  ocean  barr'd  80 

At  Darien,  thence  to  the  land  where  flows 

Ganges  and  Indus:  thus  the  orb  he  roam'd 

B  3  With 
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With  narrow  fearch,  and  with  infpeftion  deep 

Confider'd  every  creature,  which  of  all 

Moft  opportune  might  ferve  his  wiles,  and  found      85 

The  Serpent  fubtlefl  beaft  of  all  the  field. 

Him  after  long  debate,  irrefolute 

Of  thoughts  revolv'd,  his  final  fentence  chofe 

Fit  veflel,  fitteft  imp  of  fraud,  in  whom 

To  enter,  and  his  dark  fuggeftions  hide  90 

From  Iharpeil  fight :  for  in  the  wily  fnake. 

Whatever  Heights  none  would  fufpicious  mark. 

As  from  his  wit  and  native  fubtlety 

Proceeding,  which  in  other  beafts  obferv'd 

Doubt  might  beget  of  diabolic  power  95 

Aftive  within  beyond  the  fenfe  of  brute. 

Thus  he  refolv'd,  but  firft  from  inward  grief 

His  burfting  palfion  into  plaints  thus  pour'd. 

O  Earth,  how  lil:e  to  Heav'n,  if  net  preferr'd 
More  juftly,  feat  worthier  of  Gods,  as  built  100 

With  fecond  thoughts,  reforming  what  was  old  ! 
For  wliat  God  after  better  worfe  would  build  ? 
Terrellrial  Heav'n,  danc'd  round  by  other  Heavens 
That  fnine,  yet  bear  their  bright  officious  lamps. 
Light  above  light,  for  thee  alone,  as  feems,  105 

In  thee  concentring  all  their  precious  beams 
Of  facred  influence  1  As  God  in  Heaven 
Is  center,  yet  extends  to  all,  fo  thou  ^ 

Centring  receiv'ft  from  all  thofe  orbs;  in  thee. 
Not  in  themfelves,  all  their  known  virtue'  appears  IIO 
Produdlive  in  herb,  plant,  and  nobler  birth 
Of  creatures  animate  v/ith  gradual  life 

Of 
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Of  growth,  fenfe,  reafon,  all  fumm'd  up  in  Man. 

With  what  delight  could  I  have  walk'd  thee  round. 

If  I  could  joy  in  ought,  fweet  interchange  115 

Of  hill,  and  valley,  rivers,  woods,  and  plains, 

Now  land,  now  fea,  and  fhores  with  forefl:  crown'd. 

Rocks,  dens,  and  caves  1  but  I  in  none  of  thefe 

Find  place  or  refuge ;  and  the  more  I  fee 

Pleafures  about  me,  fo  much  more  I  feel  120 

Torment  vidthin  me',  as  from  the  hateful  fiege 

Of  contraries ;  all  good  to  me  becomes 

Bane,  and  in  Heav'n  much  worfe  would  be  my  flate. 

But  neither  here  feek  I,  no  nor  in  Heaven 

To  dwell,  unlefs  by  maft'ring  Heav'n's  Supreme  j  125 

Nor  hope  to  be  myfelf  lefs  miferable 

By  what  I  feek,  but  others  to  make  fuch 

As  I,  though  thereby  worfe  to  me  redound : 

For  only  in  deftroying  I  find  eafe 

To  my  relentlefs  thoughts;  and  him  deftroy'd,       130 

Or  won  to  what  may  work  his  utter  lofs. 

For  whom  all  this  was  made,  all  this  v/ill  foon 

Follow,  as  to  him  link'd  in  weal  or  woe ; 

In  woe  then ;  that  deftrudlion  wide  may  range : 

To  me  (hall  be  the  glory  fole  among  135 

Th'  infernal  Pow'rs,  in  one  day  to  have  marr'd 

What  he  Almighty  ftil'd,  fix  nights  and  days 

Continued  making,  and  wlio  knows  how  long 

Before  had  been  contriving,  though  perhaps 

Not  longer  than  fmce  I  in  one  night  freed  140 

From  fervitude  inglorious  well  nigh  half 

Th'  angelic  name,  and  thinner  left  the  throng 

B4  Of 
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Of  his  adorers :  he  to  be  aveng'd, 

And  to  repair  his  numbers  thus  impaired. 

Whether  fuch  virtue  fpent  of  old  now  faU'd  145 

More  Angels  to  create,  if  they  at  lead 

Are  his  created,  or  to  fpite  us  more, 

Determin'd  to  advance  into  our  room 

A  creature  form'd  of  earth,  and  him  endow. 

Exalted  from  fo  bafe  original,  150 

With  heav'nly  fpoils,  our  fpoils :  What  he  decreed 

He'  efFedled;  Man  he  made,  and  for  him  built 

Magnificent  this  world,  and  earth  his  feat. 

Him  lord  pronounc'd,  and,  O  indignity  ! 

Subjected  to  his  fervice  Angel  wings,  15  j 

And  flaming  minillers  to  watch  and  tend 

Their  earthly  charge  :  Of  thefe  the  \igilance 

I  dread,  and  to  elude,  thus  wrapt  in  mifl 

Of  midnight  vapor  glide  obfcure,  and  pry 

In  every  bufn  and  brake,  where  hap  may  find        160 

The  ferpent  fleeping,  in  whofe  mazy  folds 

To  hide  me,  and  the  dark  intent  I  bring. 

O  foul  defcent !  that  I  who  erft  contended 

With  Gods  to  fit  the  high'eft,  am  now  conftrain'd 

Into  a  beafl,  and  mix'd  with  beflial  flime,  165 

This  effence  to  incarnate  and  imbrute. 

That  to  the  highth  of  Deity  afpir'd ; 

But  what  will  not  ambition  and  revenge 

Defcend  to  ?  who  afpires  muft  down  as  low 

As  high  he  foar'd,  obnoxious  firft  or  laft  170 

To  bafeft  things.     Revenge,  at  firft  though  fvveet. 

Bitter  ere  long  back  on  itfelf  recoils  j 

Let 
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Let  it ;  I  reck  not,  fo  it  light  well  aimM, 
Since  higher  I  fall  (hort,  on  him  who  next 
Provokes  my  envy,  this  new  favorite  175 

Of  Heav'n,  this  man  of  clay,  Ton  of  defpite. 
Whom  us  the  more  to  fpite  his  Maker  rais'd 
From  dufl :  fpite  then  with  fpite  is  beft  repaid. 
So  faying,  through  each  thicket  dank  or  dry. 
Like  a  black  mill  low  creeping,  he  held  on  180 

His  midnight  fearch,  where  fooneft  he  might  find 
The  ferpent :  him  faft  fleeping  foon  he  found 
In  labyrinth  of  many  a  round  felf-roll'd. 
His  head  the  midft,  well  llor'd  with  fubtle  wiles : 
Not  yet  in  horrid  fhade  or  difmal  den,  185 

Nor  nocent  yet,  but  on  the  graffy  herb 
Fearlefs  unfear'd  he  ilept :  in  at  his  mouth 
The  Devil  enter'd,  and  his  brutal  fenfc. 
In  heart  or  head,  poffefTrng  foon  infpir'd 
With  ad  intelligential ;  but  his  ileep  190 

Difturb'd  not,  waiting  clofe  th*  approach  of  morn. 
Now  when  as  facred  light  began  to  dawn 
In  Eden  on  the  humid  flow'rs,  that  breath'd 
Their  morning  incenfe,  when  all  things  that  breathe. 
From  th*  earth's  great  altar  fend  up  filent  praife    195 
To  the  Creator,  and  his  nollrils  fill 
With  grateful  fmell,  forth  came  the  human  pair. 
And  join'd  their  vocal  worfhip  to  the  quire 
Of  creatures  v/anting  voice  ;  that  done,  partake 
The  feafon,  prime  for  fweeteft  fcents  and  airs  :       200 
Then  commune  how  that  day  they  bell:  may  ply 
I'heir  growing  work  :  for  much  tiieir  work  outgrew 

The 
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The  hands  difpatch  of  two  gardening  fo  wide. 
And  Eve  firft  to  her  hu/band  thus  began. 

Adam,  well  may  we  labor  ftill  to  drefs  205 

This  garden,  ftill  to  tend  plant,  herb,  and  flower. 
Our  pleafant  tafk  injoin'd,  but  tfill  more  hands 
Aid  us,  the  work  under  our  labor  grows. 
Luxurious  by  reftraint;  what  we  by  day 
Lop  overgrown,  or  prune,  or  prop,  or  bind,  210 

One  night  or  two  with  wanton  growth  derides 
Tending  to  wild.     Thou  therefore  now  advife. 
Or  bear  what  to  my  mind  firft  thoughts  prefent ; 
Let  us  divide  our  labors,  thou  where  choice 
Leads  thee,  or  where  moft  needs,  whether  to  wind  2 1 5 
The  woodbine  round  this  arbor,  or  diredl 
The  clafping  ivy  where  to  climb,  while  I 
In  yonder  fpring  of  rofes  intermix'd 
With  myrtle,  find  what  to  redrefs  till  noon ; 
For  while  fo  near  each  other  thus  all  day  220 

Our  tafk  we  choofe,  what  wonder  if  fo  near 
Looks  intervene  and  fmiles,  or  objedl  new 
Cafual  difcourfe  draw  on,  which  intermits 
Our  day's  work  brought  to  little,  though  begun 
Early,  and  th'  hour  of  fupper  comes  unearn'd.        225 

To  whom  mild  anfwer  Adam  thus  return'd. 
Sole  Eve,  afTociate  fole,  to  me  beyond 
Compare  above  all  living  creatures  dear. 
Well  haft  thou  motion'd,  well  thy  thoughts  employ'd 
How  we  might  beft  fulfil  the  work  which  here        230 
God  hath  aifign'd  us,  nor  of  me  (halt  pafs 
Unprais'd  ;  for  nothing  lovelier  can  be  found 

4  In 
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In  woman,  than  to  ftudy  houihold  good. 

And  good  works  in  her  hufband  to  promote. 

Yet  not  (o  Mdly  hath  our  Lord  impos'd  23c 

Labor,  as  to  debar  us  when  we  need 

Refrefhment,  whether  food,  or  talk  between. 

Food  of  the  mind,  or  this  fweet  intercourfe 

Of  looks  and  fmiles,  for  fmiles  from  reafon  flow. 

To  brute  deny'd,  and  are  of  love  the  food,  240 

Love  not  the  lowefl  end  of  human  life. 

For  not  to  irkfome  toil,  but  to  delight 

He  made  us,  and  delight  to  reafon  join'd. 

Thefe  paths  and  bow'rs  doubt  not  but  our  joint  hands 

Will  keep  from  wildernefs  with  eafe,'a3  wide  24c 

As  we  need  v/alk,  till  younger  hands  ere  lono- 

Affifl  us :  but  if  much  converfe  perhaps 

Thee  fatiate,  to  Ihort  abfence  I  could  yield  : 

For  folitude  fometimes  is  beft  fociety. 

And  {hort  retirement  urges  fveet  return.  2C0 

But  other  doubt  poflefTes  me,  lell:  harm 

Befall  thee  fever'd  from  me ;  for  thou  know'll 

What  hath  been  warn'd  us,  what  malicious  foe 

Envying  our  happinefs,  and  of  his  own 

Defpairing,  feeks  to  work  us  woe  and  ihame  255 

By  fly  aflTault ;  and  fomewhere  nigh  at  hand 

V/atches,  no  doubt,  with  greedy  hope  to  find 

His  wifli  and  bell  advantage,  us  afunder, 

Hopelefs  to  circumvent  us  join'd,  where  each 

To  other  fpeedy  aid  might  lend  at  need ;  260 

Whether  his  firil:  defign  be  to  withdraw 

Our  fealty  from  God,  or  to  dilturb 

Conjugal 
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Conjugal  love,  than  which  perhaps  no  blifs 

Enjoy 'd  by  us  excites  his  envy  more; 

Or  this,  or  worfe,  leave  not  the  faithful  fide  265 

That  gave  thee  be'ing,  ilill  Ihades  thee  and  protedls. 

The  wife,  where  danger  or  difhonor  lurks, 

Safell  and  feemlieft  by  her  hufband  ftays. 

Who  guards  her,  or  with  her  the  worll  indures. 

To  whom  the  virgin  majefty  of  Eve,  270 

As  one  who  loves,  and  fome  unkindnefs  meets. 
With  fweet  auftere  compofure  thus  reply'd. 

Offspring  of  Heav'n  and  Earth,  and  all  Earth's  Lord, 
That  fach  an  enemy  we  have,  who  feeks 
Our  ruin,  both  by  thee  inform 'd  I  learn,  275 

And  from  the  parting  Angel  over-heard. 
As  in  a  (hady  nook  I  flood  behind, 
Juft  then  returned  at  ihut  of  evening  flowers. 
But  that  thou  Ihouldft  my  firmnefs  therefore  doubt 
To  God  or  thee,  becaufe  we  have  a  foe  2S0 

May  tempt  it,  I  expefted  not  to  hear. 
His  violence  thou  fear'ft  not,  being  fuch 
As  we,  not  capable  of  death  or  pain. 
Can  either  not  receive,  or  can  repel. 
His  fraud  is  then  thy  fear,  which  plain  infers  28- 

Thy  equal  fear  that  my  firm  faith  and  love 
Can  by  his  fraud  be  fhaken  or  feduc'd ; 
Thoughts,  which  how  found  they  harbour  in  thy  breaft, 
Adam,  mif-thought  of  her  to  thee  fo  dear  ? 

To  whom  with  healing  words  Adam  reply'd.      290 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  immortal  Eve, 
for  fuch  thou  art,  from  fm  and  blame  entire : 

Not 


Book  IX.        PARADISE    LOST.  15 

Not  diffident  of  tliee  do  I  diiluade 

Thy  abfence  from  my  fight,  but  to  avoid 

Th*  attempt  itfelf,  intended  by  our  foe.  295 

For  he  who  tempts,  though'  in  vain,  at  leall  afperfes 

The  tempted  with  difhonor  foul,  fuppos'd 

Not  incorruptible  of  faith,  not  proof 

Againll  temptation  :  thou  thyfelf  with  fcorn 

And  anger  wouldft  refent  the  oifer'd  wrong,  300 

Though  inefFeftual  found  :  mifdeem  not  then. 

If  fuch  affront  I  labor  to  avert 

From  thee  alone,  which  on  us  both  at  once 

The  enemy,  though  bold,  will  hardly  dare. 

Or  daring,  firft  en  me  th'  affault  fhall  light.  305 

Nor  thou  his  malice  and  falfe  guile  contemn ; 

Subtle  he  needs  muft  be,  who  could  feduce 

Angels  ;  nor  think  fuperfluous  others  aid. 

I  from  the  influence  of  thy  looks  receive 

Accefs  in  every  virtue,  in  thy  fight  310 

More  wife,  more  watchful,  Uronger,  if  need  were 

Of  outward  flrength ;  while  fhame,  thou  looking  on. 

Shame  to  be  overcome  or  over-reach'd 

Would  utmofl  vigor  raife,  and  rais'd  unite. 

Why  fhouldft  not  thou  like  fenfe  within  thee  feel     3 1 5 

When  I  am  prefent,  and  thy  trial  choofe 

With  me,  befl  witnefs  of  thy  virtue  try'd  ? 

So  fpake  domefHc  Adam  in  his  care 
And  matrimonial  love  ;  but  Eve,  who  thought 
Lefs  attributed  to  her  faith  fincere,  320 

Thus  her  reply  with  accent  fvveet  renew 'd. 

If  this  be  our  condition,  thus  to  dwell 

In 
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In  narrow  circuit  ilraiten'd  by  a  foe. 

Subtle  or  violent,  we  not  indued 

Single  with  like  defenfe,  wherever  met,  325 

How  are  we  happy,  frill  in  fear  of  harm  ? 

But  harm  precedes  not  fm :  only  our  foe 

Tempting  affronts  us  with  his  foul  efteem 

Of  our  integrity  :  his  foul  elleem 

Sticks  no  diihonor  on  our  front,  but  turns  330 

Foul  on  himfelf ;  then  wherefore  fhunn'd  or  fear'd 

By  us  ?  who  rather  double  honor  gain 

From  his  furmife  prov'd  faife,  find  peace  within, 

Favor  from  Heav'n,  our  witnefs,  from  th'  event.- 

And  what  is  faitiH,  love,  virtue  unafTay'd  335 

Alone,  without  exterior  help  fuflain'd  ? 

Let  us  not  then  fufpedl  our  happy  Hate 

Left  fo  imperfect  by  the  Maker  wife. 

As  not  fecure  to  iingle  or  combin'd. 

Frail  is  our  happinefs,  if  this  be  fo,  340 

And  Eden  were  no  Eden  thus  expos 'd. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  fervently  reply'd. 
O  Woman,  befl:  are  all  things  as  the  will 
Of  God  ordain'd  them ;  his  creating  hand 
Nothing  imperfed  or  deficient  left  345 

Of  all  that  he  created,  much  lefs  Man, 
Or  ought  that  might  his  happy  flate  fecure. 
Secure  from  outward  force ;  within  himfelf 
The  danger  lies,  yet  lies  witliin  his  power  : 
Agamft  his  will  he  can  receive  no  harm.  350 

But  God  left  free  the  will,  for  what  obeys 
Reafon,  is  free,  and  reafon  he  made  right, 

But 
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But  bid  her  well  be  ware,  and  ftill  eredl. 

Left  by  fome  fair  appearing  good  furpris'd 

She  diftate  falfe,  and  mifinform  the  will  355 

To  do  what  God  exprefly  hath  forbid. 

Not  then  miftruft,  but  tender  love  injoins. 

That  I  {hould  mind  thee  oft,  and  mind  thou  me. 

Firm  we  fubiift,  yet  poflible  to  fwerve. 

Since  reafon  not  impoiiibly  may  meet  360 

Some  fpecious  objecl  by  the  foe  fuborn'd. 

And  fall  into  deception  unaware. 

Not  keeping  ftridleil  watch,  as  Ihe  was  warn'd. 

Seek  not  temptation  then^  which  to  avoid 

Were  better,  and  moft  likely  if  from  me  365 

Thou  fever  not :  trial  will  come  unfought. 

Wouldft  thou  approve  thy  conftancy,  approve 

Firll  thy  obedience ;  th'  other  who  can  know. 

Not  feeing  thee  attempted,  who  atteil  ? 

But  if  thou  think  trial  unfought  may  find  37<js 

Us  both  fecurer  than  thus  warn'd  thou  feem'ft. 

Go ;  for  thy  ftay,  not  free,  abfents  thee  more ; 

Go  in  thy  native  innocence,  rely 

On  what  thou  haft  of  virtue,  fummon  all. 

For  God  tow'ards  thee  hath  done  his  part,  do  thine* 

So  fpake  the  patriarch  of  mankind;  but  Eve 
Perfifting,  yet  fubmifs,  though  laft,  reply'd. 

With  thy  permifTion  then,  and  thus  forewarned 
Chiefly  by  what  thy  own  laft  reafoning  words 
Touch'd  only,  that  our  trial,  when  leaft  fought,      380 
May  find  us  both  perhaps  far  lefs  prepar'd. 
The  willinger  1  go,  nor  much  expe<fl 

A  foe 
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A  foe  fo  proud  will  firft  the  weaker  feek ; 
So  bent,  the  more  fhall  Ihame  him  his  repulfe. 

Thus  faying,  from  her  hufband's  hand  her  hand  385^ 
Soft  fhe  withdrew,  and  like  a  Wood-Nymph  light. 
Oread  or  Dryad,  or  of  Delia's  train. 
Betook  her  to  the  groves,  but  Delia's  felf 
In  gait  furpafs'd,  and  Goddefs-like  deport. 
Though  not  as  Ihe  with  bow  and  quiver  arm'd,      390 
But  with  fuch  gard'ning  tools  as  art  yet  rude, 
Guiltlefs  of  fire,  had  form'd,  or  Angels  brought.' 
To  Pales,  or  Pomona,  thus  adorn'd, 
Likeft  fhe  feem'd,  Pomona  when  fhe  fled 
Vertumnus,  or  to  Ceres  in  her  prime,  395 

Yet  virgin  of  Proferpina  from  Jove. 
Her  long  with  ardent  look  his  eye  purfued 
Delighted,  but  defiring  more  her  flay. 
Oft  he  to  her  his  charge  of  quick  return 
Repeated,  (he  to  him  as  oft  engag'd  400 

To  be  return'd  by  noon  amid  the  bower. 
And  all  things  in  befl  order  to  invite 
Noontide  repaft,  or  afternoon's  repofe, 
O  much  deceiv'd,  much  failing,  haplefs  Eve, 
Of  thy  prefum'd  return  !  event  perverfe  !  405 

Thou  never  from  that  hour  in  Paradife 
Found' 11  either  fweet  repaft,  or  found  repofe  ; 
Such  ambufli  hid  among  fweet  flow'rs  and  fhades 
Waited  with  hellifh  rancor  imminent 
To  intercept  thy  way,  or  fend  thee  back  410 

Defpoil'd  of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  blifs. 
For  now,  and  fmce  firft  break  of  dav/n  the  Fiend, 

Merc 
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Mere  ferpent  in  appearance,  forth  was  come. 

And  on  his  queft,  where  likeliell  he  might  find 

The  only  two  of  mankind,  but  in  them  415 

The  whole  included  race,  his  purpos'd  prey. 

In  bow'r  and  field  he  fought,  where  any  tuft 

Of  grove  or  garden-plot  more  pleafant  lay. 

Their  tendence  or  plantation  for  delight : 

By  fountain  or  by  Ihady  rivulet  420 

He  fought  them  both,  but  vviih'd  his  hap  might  find 

Eve  feparate,  he  wilh'd,  but  not  with  hope 

Of  what  fo  feldom  chanc'd,  when  to  his  wifh. 

Beyond  his  hope.  Eve  feparate  he  fpies, 

Veil'd  in  a  cloud  of  fragrance,  where  Ihe  flood,      425 

Half  fpy'd,  fo  thick  the  rofes  blufhing  round 

About  her  glow'd,  oft  Hooping  to  fupport 

Each  fiow'r  of  flender  ftalk,  whcfe  head  though  gay 

Carnation,  purple',  azure,  or  fpeck'd  with  gold. 

Hung  drooping  unfuflain'd;  them  fhe  upftays         430 

Gently  with  myrtle  band,  mindlefs  the  while 

Herfelf,  though  fairell:  unfupported  flower. 

From  her  bell  prop  fo  far,  and  ftorm  fo  nigh. 

Nearer  he  drew,  and  many  a  walk  travers'd 

Qi  ftatelieft  covert,  cedar,  pine,  or  palm,  435 

Then  voluble  and  bold,  now  hid,  now  {ten 

Among  thick -woven  arborets  and  flowers 

Imborder'd  on  each  bank,  the  hand  of  Eve  : 

Spot  more  delicious  than  thofe  gardens  feign 'd 

Or  of  reviv'd  Adonis,  or  renown'd  440 

Alcinousy  hoft  of  old  Laertes'  fon. 

Or  that,  not  myflic,  where  the  fapient  king 

..  Vol.  XI.  C  Held 
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Held  dalliance  with  his  fair  Egyptian  fpoufe. 

Much  he  the  place  admir'd,  the  perfon  more. 

As  one  who  long  in  populous  city  pent,  44^ 

Where  houfes  thick  and  fewers  annoy  the  air* 

Forth  iffuing  on  a  fummer's  morn  to  breathe 

Among  the  pleafant  villages  and  farms 

Adjoin 'd,  from  each  thing  met  conceives  delight. 

The  fmell  of  grain,  or  tedded  grafs,  or  kine,  450 

Or  dairy*,  each  rural  fight,  each  rural  found ; 

If  chance  with  nymphlike  ftep  fair  virgin  pafs. 

What  pleafmg  feem'd,  for  her  now  pleafes  more. 

She  mod,  and  in  her  look  fums  all  delight : 

Such  pleafure  took  the  Serpent  to  behold  45-5 

This  fiow'r}'  plat,  the  fweet  recefs  of  Eve 

Thus  early,  thus  alone;  her  heav'nly  form 

Angelic,  but  more  foft,  and  feminine. 

Her  graceful  innocence,  her  every  air 

Of  gefture  or  leall  aftion  overaw'd  460 

His  malice,  and  with  rapin  fweet  bereav'd 

His  fiercenefs  of  the  fierce  intent  it  brought : 

That  fpace  the  Evil-one  abftrafted  ftood 

From  his  own  ev'il,  and  for  the  time  remain'd 

Stupidly  good,  of  enmity  difarm'd,  465^ 

Of  guile,  of  hate,  of  envy,  of  revenge ; 

Eat  the  hot  Hell  that  always  in  him  burns> 

Though  in  mid  Heav'n,  foon  ended  his  delight. 

And  tortures  him  now  more,  the  more  he  fees 

Of  pieafure  rK)t  for  him  ordain'd  :  then  foon  47<? 

Fierce  hate  he  recollects,  and  all  his  thoughts 

Of  mifchief,  gratulating,  thus  excites. 

3  Thoughts, 
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Thoughts^  whither  have  ye  led  me  !  with  what  fweet 
Compulfion  thus  tranfported  to  forget 
What  hither  brought  us !  hate,  not  love,  nor  hope  475 
Of  Paradife  for  Hell,  hope  here  to  tafte 
Of  pleafure,  but  all  pleafure  to  deftroyi 
Save  what  is  in  deftroying ;  other  joy 
To  me  is  loft.     Then  let  me  not  let  pafs 
Occafion  which  now  fmiles ;  behold  alone  45» 

The  woman,  opportune  to  all  attempts ! 
Her  hulband,  for  I  view  far  round,  not  nigh, 
Whofe  higher  intelle^lual  more  I  fhun. 
And  ftrength,  of  courage  haughty,  and  of  limb 
Heroic  built,  though  of  terreftrial  mold,  485 

Foe  not  informidable,  exempt  from  wound, 
I  not;  fo  much  hath  Hell  debas'd,  and  pain 
Infeebled  me,  to  what  I  was  in  Heaven. 
She  fair,  divinely  fair,  fit  love  for  Gods, 
Not  terrible,  though  terror  be  in  love  4^0 

And  beauty,  not  approach'd  by  ftronger  hate. 
Hate  ftronger,  under  fhow  of  love  well  feign'd. 
The  way  which  to  her  ruin  now  I  tend. 

So  fpake  the  enemy'  of  mankind,  inclos'd 
In  ferpent,  inmate  bad,  and  toward  Eve  49^ 

Addrefs'd  his  way,  not  with  indented  wave. 
Prone  on  the  ground,  as  fmce,  but  on  his  rear. 
Circular  bafe  of  rifmg  folds,  that  tower'd 
Fold  above  fold  a  furging  maze,  his  head 
Crefted  aloft,  and  carbuncle  his  eyes ;  50© 

With  burnifn'd  neck  of  verdant  gold,  ereft 
Amidft  his  circling  fpire  >,  that  on  the  grafs 

C  2  Flotei 
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Floted  redundant :  pleafmg  was  his  fhape 
And  lovely ;  never  fince  of  ferpent  kind 
Lovelier,  not  thofe  that  in  Illyria  chang'd  505 

Hermione  and  Cadmus,  or  the  God 
In  Epidaurus ;  nor  to  which  transform'd 
Ammonian  Jove,  or  Capitoline  was  feen. 
He  with  Olympias,  this  with  her  who  bore 
Scipio  the  highth  of  Rome.     With  tra£t  oblique     510 
At  iirft,  as  one  who  fought  accefs,  but  fear'd 
To  interrupt,  fide -long  he  works  his  way. 
As  when  a  fhip  by  fkilful  fteerfman  wrought 
Nigh  river's  mouth  or  foreland,  where  the  wind 
Veers  oft,  as  oft  fo  fleers,  and  (hifts  her  fail:  515 

So  varied  he,  and  of  his  tortuous  train 
Curl'd  many  a  wanton  wreath  in  fight  of  Eve, 
To  lure  her  eye ;  ihe  bufied  heard  the  found 
Of  rufling  leayes,  but  minded  not,  as  us'd 
To  fuch  difpcrt  before  her  through  the  field,  520 

Prom  every  beail,  more  duteous  at  her  call. 
Than  at  Circean  call  the  herd  difguis'd. 
He  bolder  now,  uncall'd  before  her  flood, 
Eut  as  in  gaze  admiring  :  oft  he  bow'd 
His  turret  creft,  and  fleek  enamel'd  neck,  525 

Fawning,  and  lick'd  the  ground  whereon  llie  trod. 
His  gentle  dumb,  expreflion  turn'd  at  length 
The  eye  of  Eve  to  mark  his  play  ;  he  glad 
Of  her  attention  gain'd,  wiih  ferpent  tongue 
Organic,  or  impulfe  of  vocal  air,  533 

His  fraudulent  temptation  thus  began. 
Wonder  not,  fovran  Miilrefs,  if  perhaps 

Thou 
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Thou  canft,  who  art  fole  wonder ;  much  lefs  arm 

Thy  looks,  the  Heav'n  of  mildnefs,  with  difdain, 

Difpleas'd  that  I  approach  thee  thus,  and  gaze       535 

Infatiate,  I  thus  fmgle,  nor  have  fear'd 

Thy  awful  brow,  more  awful  thus  retir'd. 

Fairell  refemblance  of  thy  Maker  fair. 

Thee  all  things  living  gaze  on,  all  things  thine 

By  gift,  and  thy  celeftial  beauty'  adore  540 

With  ravifhment  beheld,  there  beft  beheld 

Where  univerfally  admirM  ;  but  here 

In  this  inclofure  wild,  thefe  beafts  among. 

Beholders  rude,  and  Ihallow  to  difcern 

Half  what  in  thee  is  fair,  one  man  except,  545 

Who  fees  thee'  ?  (and  what  is  one  ?)  who  fhouldil  be  feen 

A  Goddefs  among  Gods,  ador'd  and  ferv'd 

By  Angels  numberlefs,  thy  daily  train. 

So  gloz'd  the  Tempter,  and  his  proem  tun'd; 
Into  the  heart  of  Eve  his  words  made  way,  55a 

Though  at  the  voice  much  marvelling ;  at  length 
Not  unamaz'd  fhe  thus  in  anfwer  fpake. 
What  may  this  mean  ?  language  of  man  pronounc'd 
By  tongue  of  brute,  and  human  fenfe  exprefs'd  ? 
The  firft  at  leafi:  of  thefe  I  thought  deny'd  555 

To  beafts,  whom  God  on  their  creation-day 
Created  mute  to  all  articulate  found ; 
The  latter  I  demur,  for  in  their  looks 
Much  reas'on,  and  in  their  adions  oft  appears. 
Thee,  Serpent,  fubtleft  beaft  of  all  the  field  560 

I  knew,  but  not  with  human  voice  indued; 
Redouble  then  this  miracle,  and  fay, 

C  3  How 
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How  cam'fl  thou  fpeakable  of  mute,  and  how 

To  me  fo  friendly  grown  above  the  reft 

Of  brutal  kind,  that  daily  are  in  fight:  565 

Say,  for  fuch  wonder  clames  attention  due. 

To  whom  the  guileful  Tempter  thus  reply *d. 
Emprefs  oi  tliis  fair  world,  refplendent  Eve, 
Eafy  to  me  it  is  to  tell  thee  all  [obey'd: 

What  thou  command 'ft,  and  right  thou  (houldft  be' 
I  was  at  firft  as  other  beafts  that  graze 
The  trodden  herb,  of  abjedl  thoughts  and  low. 
As  was  my  food ;  nor  ought  but  food  difcern'd 
Or  fex,  and  apprehended  nothing  high  : 
Till  on  a  day  roving  the  field,  I  chanc'd  575 

A  goodly  tree  far  diftant  to  behold 
Loaden  with  fruit  of  faireft  colors  mix'd. 
Ruddy  and  gold :  I  nearer  drew  to  gaze ; 
When  from  the  boughs  a  favory  odor  blown. 
Grateful  to  appetite,  more  pleas 'd  my  fenfe  583 

Than  fmell  of  fweeteft  fenel,  or  the  teats 
Of  ewe  or  goat  dropping  with  milk  at  even, 
Unfuck'd  of  lamb  or  kid,  that  tend  their  play. 
To  fatisfy  the  ftiarp  defire  I  had 
Of  tafting  thofe  fair  apples,  I  refolv'd  5S5 

Not  to  defer ;  hunger  and  thirft  at  once, 
Pow'rful  perfuaders,  qulcken'd  at  the  fcent 
Of  that  alluring  fruit,  urg'd  me  fo  keen. 
About  the  raofty  trunk  I  wound  me  foon. 
For  high  from  ground  the  branches  would  require  590 
Thy  utmoft  reach  or  Adam's:  Round  the  tree 
Ail  other  beafts  that  faw,  v^ith  like  defire 

Longing 
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Longing  and  envying  ftood,  but  could  not  reach. 

Amid  the  tree  now  got,  where  plenty  hung 

Tempting  fo  nigh,  to  pluck  and  eat  my  fill  555 

I  fpar'd  not,  for  fuch  pleafure  till  that  hour 

At  feed  or  fountain  never  had  I  found. 

Sated  at  length,  ere  long  I  might  perceive 

Strange  alteration  in  me,  to  degree 

Of  reafon  in  my  inward  pow'rs,  and  fpeech  600 

Wanted  not  long,  though  to  this  fliape  retained. 

Thenceforth  to  fpeculations  high  or  deep 

I  turn'd  my  thoughts,  and  with  capacious  mind 

Confider'd  all  things  vifible  in  Heaven, 

Or  Earth,  or  Middle,  all  things  fair  and  good;      605 

3ut  all  that  fair  and  good  in  thy  divine 

Semblance,  and  in  thy  beauty's  heav*nly  ray 

United  I  beheld ;  no  fair  to  thine 

Equivalent  or  fecond,  whicli  compelled 

Me  thus,  though  importune  perhaps,  to  come        610 

And  gaze,  and  worlhip  thee  of  right  deciar'd 

Sovran  of  creatures,  univerfal  Dame. 

So  talk'd  the  fpirited  fly  fnake;  and  Eve 
Yet  more  amaz'd  unwary  thus  reply 'd. 
Serpent,  thy  overpraifmg  leave*  in  doubt  615 

The  virtue  of  that  fruit,  in  thee  firft  prov'd  : 
But  fay,  where  grows  the  tree,  from  hence  how  far  ? 
For  many  are  the  trees  of  God  that  grow 
In  Paradife,  and  various,  yet  unknown 
To  us,  in  fuch  abundance  lies  our  choice,  620, 

As  leaves  a  greater  ftore  of  fruit  untouched, 
Still  hanging  incorruptible,  till  men 

C  4  Gj-ow 
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Grow  up  to  their  provifion,  and  more  hands 
Help  to  difburden  Nature  of  her  birth. 

To  whom  the  wily  Adder,  blithe  and  glad.         625 
Emprefs,  the  way  is  ready,  and  not  long. 
Beyond  a  row  of  myrtles,  on  a  flat, 
Faft  by  a  fountain,  one  fmall  thicket  paft 
Of  blowing  myrrh  and  balm  ;  if  thou  accept 
My  condud,  I  can  bring  thee  thither  foon.  630 

Lead  then,  faid  Eve.     He  leading  fwiftly  roll'd 
In  tangles,  and  made  intricate  feem  ftrait, 
'  To  mifchief  fwift.     Hope  elevates,  and  joy 
Brightens  his  creft;  as  when  a  wand'ring  fire, 
Compat^  of  uncluous  vapor,  which  the  night  6^^ 

Condenfes,  and  the  cold  environs  round. 
Kindled  through  agitation  to  a  flame. 
Which  oft,  they  fay,  fome  evil  Spi'rit  attends. 
Hovering  and  blazing  with  deluflve  light, 
Milleads  th'  amaz'd  night- wand'rer  from  his  way   640 
To  bogs  and  mires,  and  oft  through  pond  or  pool. 
There  fwallow'd  up  and  loft,  from  fuccour  far. 
So  glifter'd  the  dire  jSnake,  and  into  fraud 
Led  Eve  our  credulous  mother,  to  the  tree 
Of  prohibition,  root  of  all  our  woe ;  645 

Which  when  flie  faw,  thus  to  her  guide  ftie  fpake. 

Serpent,  we  might  have  fpar'd  our  coming  hither, 
Fruitlefs  to  me,  though  fruit  be  here  to'  excefs. 
The  credit  of  whofe  virtue  reft  with  thee. 
Wondrous  indeed,  if  caufe  of  fuch  eflefts.  6^Q 

But  of  this  tree  we  may  not  tafte  nor  touch ; 
God  fo  commanded,  and  left  that  command 

Sole 
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Sole  daughter  of  his  voice ;  the  reft,  we  live 
Law  to  ourfelves,  our  reafon  is  our  law. 

To  whom  the  Tempter  guilefully  reply 'd.  6^^ 

Indeed  !  hath  God  then  faid  that  of  the  fruit 
Of  all  thefe  garden  trees  ye  fhall  not  eat. 
Yet  Lords  declar'd  of  all  in  earth  or  air  ? 

To  whom  thus  Eve  yet  fmlefs.     Of  the  fruit 
Of  each  tree  in  the  garden  we  may  eat>  66:y 

But  of  the  fruit  of  this  fair  tree  amidft 
The  garden,  God  hath  faid.  Ye  Ihall  not  eat 
Thereof,  nor  fhall  ye  touch  it,  left  ye  die.  [bold 

She  fcarce  had  faid,  though  brief,  when  now  more 
The  Tempter,  but  v/ith  Ihow  of  zeal  and  love        665 
To  Man,  and  indignation  at  his  wrong. 
New  part  puts  on,  and  as  to  paflion  mov'd, 
Flu6luates  difturb'd,  yet  comely  and  in  ad. 
Rais'd,  as  of  fome  great  matter  to  begin. 
As  when  of  old  fome  orator  renown'd  6jq 

In  Athens  or  free  Rome,  where  eloquence 
Florlih'd,  fmce  mute,  to  fome  great  caufe  addrefs'd 
Stood  in  himfelf  coUeded,  while  each  part. 
Motion,  each  adl  won  audience  ere  the  tongue. 
Sometimes  in  highth  began,  as  no  delay  675 

Of  preface  brooking  through  his  zeal  of  right : 
So  ftanding,  moving,  or  to  highth  up  grown. 
The  Tempter  all  impaflion'd  thus  began. 

O  facred,  wife,  and  wifdom-giving  Plant, 
Mother  of  fcience,  now  I  feel  thy  power  680 

Within  me  clear,  not  only  to  difcern 
Tilings  in  their  caufes,  but  to  trace  the  ways 

Of 
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Of  hlghefl  agents,  deem'd  however  wife. 

Queen  of  this  univerfe,  do  not  believe 

Thofe  rigid  threats  of  deatli;  ye  fhall  not  die:       685 

How  fhould  you  ?  by  the  fruit  r  it  gives  you  life 

To  knowledge ;  by  the  threatner  ?  look  on  me. 

Me  who  have  touch'd  and  tailed,  yet  both  live. 

And  life  more  perfeft  have  attain'd  than  fate 

Meant  me,  by  vent'ring  higher  than  my  lot.  699 

Shall  that  be  fhut  to  Man,  which  to  the  Beaft 

Is  open  ?  or  will  God  incenfe  his  ire 

For  fuch  a  petty  trefpafs,  and  not  praife 

Rather  your  dauntlefs  \irtue,  whom  the  pain 

Of  death  denounc'd,  whatever  thing  death  be,       695 

Deterr'd  not  from  achieving  what  might  lead 

To  happier  life,  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ; 

Of  good,  how  juil  ?  of  evil,  if  what  is  evil 

Be  real,  why  not  known,  fmce  eafier  fhunn'd  ? 

God  therefore  cannot  hurt  you,  and  be  jull ;  700 

Not  juft,  not  God  ;  not  fear'd  then,  nor  obey'd : 

Your  fear  itfelf  of  death  removes  the  fear. 

Why  then  was  this  forbid  ?  Why  but  to  awe. 

Why  but  to  keep  you  low  and  ignorant. 

His  worfhippers ;  he  knows  that  in  the  day  705 

Ye  eat  thereof,  your  eyes  that  feem  fo  clear. 

Yet  are  but  dim,  ihall  perfeftly  be  then 

Open'd  and  clear'd,  and  ye  fhall  be  as  Gods, 

Knowing  both  good  and  evil  as  they  know. 

That  ye  ihall  be  as  Gods,  fmce  I  as  Man,  71^ 

Internal  Man,  is  but  proportion  meet ; 

I  of  brute  human,  ye  of  human  Gods. 

So 
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So  ye  (hall  die  perhaps,  by  putting  off 
Human,  to  put  on  Gods ;  death  to  be  wifh'd. 
Though  threatened,  which  no  worfe  than  this  can  bring* 
And  what  are  Gods  that  Man  may  not  become 
As  they,  participating  God-like  food  ? 
The  Gods  are  firft,  and  that  advantage  ufe 
On  our  belief,  that  all  from  them  proceeds ; 
I  queftion  it,  for  this  fair  earth  I  fee,  7 2d 

Warm'd  by  the  fun,  producing  every  kind. 
Them  nothing  :  if  they  all  things,  who  incios'd 
Knowledge  of  good  and  evil  in  this  tree. 
That  whofo  eats  thereof,  forthwith  attains 
Wifdom  without  their  leave  ?  and  wherein  lies       725 
Th'  offenfe,  that  Man  fhould  thus  attain  to  know  ? 
What  can  your  knowledge  hurt  him,  or  this  tree  ' 
Impart  againft  his  will  if  all  be  his  ? 
Or  is  it  envy,  and  can  envy  dwell 
In  heav'nly  breafts  ?  thefe,  thefe  and  many  more  73a 
Caufes  import  your  need  of  this  fair  fruit. 
Goddefs  humane,  reach  then,  and  freely  tafte. 
He  ended,  and  his  words  replete  with  guile 
Into  her  heart  too  eafy  entrance  won  : 
Fix'd  on  the  fruit  (he  gaz'd,  which  to  behold         735 
Might  tempt  alone,  and  in  her  ears  the  found 
Yet  rung  of  his  perfuafive  words,  impregn'd 
With  reafon,  to  her  feeming,  and  with  truth ; 
Mean  while  the  hour  of  noon  drew  on,  and  wak'd 
An  eager  appetite,  rais'd  by  the  fmell  74.0 

So  fav(M*y  of  that  fruit,  which  with  defire. 
Inclinable  now  grown  to  touch  or  tafle. 

Solicited 
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Solicited  her  longing  eye  ;  yet  firft 
Paufmg  a  while,  thus  to  herfelf  ihe  mus'd. 

Great  are  thy  virtues,  doubtlefs,  beft  of  fruits,     74  5 
Though  kept  from  man,  and  worthy  to  be'  admir'd, 
Whofe  tafte,  too  long  forborn,  at  firft  affay 
Gave  elocution  to  the  mute,  and  taught 
The  tongue  not  made  for  fpeech  to  fpeak  thy  praife : 
Thy  praife  he  alfo  who  forbids  thy  ufe,  750 

Conceals  not  from  us,  naming  thee  the  tree 
Of  knowledge,  knowledge  both  of  good  and  evil; 
Forbids  us  then  to  tafte,  but  his  forbidding 
Commends  thee  more,  while  it  infers  the  good 
By  thee  communicated,  and  our  want :  755 

For  good  unknown,  fure  is  not  had,  or  had 
And  yet  unknown,  is  as  not  had  at  all. 
In  plain  then,  what  forbids  he  but  to  know. 
Forbids  us  good,  forbids  us  to  be  wife  ? 
Such  prohibitions  bind  not.     But  if  death  763 

Binds  us  with  after-bands,  what  profits  then 
Our  inward  freedom  ?  In  the  day  we  eat 
Of  this  fair  fruit,  our  doom  is,  we  fnall  die. 
How  dies  the  Serpent  r  he  hath  eat'n  and  lives. 
And  knows,  and  fpeaks,  and  reafons,  and  difcerns,    765 
Irrational  till  then.     For  us  alone 
Was  death  invented  ?  or  to  us  deny'd 
This  intelledlual  food,  for  beafls  referv'd  I 
For  beafts  it  feems :  yet  that  one  beaft  which  iirft 
Hath  tafted,  envies  not,  but  brings  with  joy  770 

The  good  befall'n  him,  author  unfufpedl. 
Friendly  to  man^  far  from  deceit  or  guile. 

What 
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What  fear  I  then,  rather  what  know  to  fear 

Under  this  ignorance  of  good  and  evil. 

Of  God  or  death,  of  law  or  penalty  ?  77- 

Here  grows  the  cure  of  all,  this  fruit  divine. 

Fair  to  the  eye,  inviting  to  the  tafte. 

Of  virtue  to  make  wife  :  what  hinders  then 

To  reach,  and  feed  at  once  both  body'  and  mind  ? 

So  faying,  her  rafh  hand  in  evil  hour  780 

Forth  reaching  to  the  fruit,  fhe  pluck'd,  flie  eat: 
Earth  felt  the  wound,  and  Nature  from  her  feat 
Sighing  through  all  her  works  gave  figns  of  woe. 
That  all  was  loft.     Back  to  the  thicket  flunk 
The  guilty  -Serpent,  and  well  might,  for  Eve         yiic 
Intent  now  wholly  on  her  tafte,  nought  elfe 
Regarded,  fuch  delight  till  then,  as  feem'd. 
In  fruit  flie  never  tailed,  whether  true 
Or  fancy'd  fo,  through  expeftation  high 
Of  knowledge,  nor  was  God-head  from  her  thought. 
Greedily  Ihe  ingorg'd  without  rellraint. 
And  knew  not  eating  death  :  Satiate  at  length. 
And  highten'd  as  with  wine,  jocond  and  boon. 
Thus  to  herfelf  Ihe  pleafingly  began. 

O  fovran,  virtuous,  precious  of  all  trees  79^ 

In  Paradife,  of  operation  bleft 
To  fapience,  hitherto  obfcur'd,  infam'd. 
And  thy  fair  fruit  let  hang,  as  to  no  end 
Created  ;  but  henceforth  my  early  care. 
Not  without  fong,  each  morning,  and  due  praife,    800 
Shall  tend  thee,  and  the  fertil  burden  eafe 
Of  thy  full  branches  offer 'd  free  to  all ; 

TiU 
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Till  dieted  by  thee  I  grow  mature 

In  knowledge,  as  the  Gods  who  all  things  know ; 

Though  others  envy  what  they  cannot  give ;  805 

For  had  the  gift  been  theirs,  it  had  not  here 

Thus  grown.     Experience,  next  to  thee  I  owe. 

Bell:  guide ;  not  following  thee,  I  had  remain'd 

In  ignorance;  thou  open'il  wifdom's  way. 

And  giv'ft  accefs,  though  fecret  ihe  retire.  810 

And  I  perhaps  am  fecret ;  Heav'n  is  high, 

Hieh,  and  remote  to  fee  from  thence  diftinft 

Each  thing  on  earth;  and  other  care  perhaps 

May  have  diverted  from  continual  watch 

Our  great  forbidder,  fafe  with  all  his  fpies  S15 

About  him.     But  to  Adam  in  what  fort 

Shall  I  appear  ?  fhall  I  to  him  make  known 

As  yet  my  change,  and  give  him  to  partake 

Full  happinefs  with  me,  or  rather  not. 

But  keep  the  odds  of  knowledge  in  my  power        S2& 

Without  copartner  ?  fo  to  add  what  wants 

In  female  fex,  the  more  to  draw  his  love. 

And  render  me  more  equal,  and  perhaps, 

A  thing  not  undefirable,  fometime 

Superior;  for  inferior  who  is  free  ?  $25 

This  may  be  well :  but  what  if  God  hath  feen. 

And  death  enfue  ?  then  I  Ihall  be  no  more. 

And  Adam  wedded  to  another  Eve, 

Shall  live  with  her  enjoying,  I  extinft  ; 

A  death  to  think.     Coniirm'd  then  I  refolve,         830 

Adam  ihall  ihare  with  me  in  blifs  or  woe  : 

So  dear  I  love  liim,  that  with  him  ail  deaths 

I  could 
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I  could  indure,  without  him  live  no  life. 

So  faying,  from  the  tree  her  Hep  flie  turn'd. 
But  firft  low  reverence  done^  as  to  the  Power         8^^ 
That  dwelt  within,  whofe  prefence  had  infus'd 
Into  the  plant  fciential  fap,  deriv'd 
From  nedlar,  drink  of  Gods.     Adam  the  while. 
Waiting  defirous  her  return,  had  wove 
Of  choiceft  flow'rs  a  garland  to  adorn  84* 

Her  treffes,  and  her  rural  labors  crown. 
As  reapers  oft  are  wont  their  harveft  queen. 
Great  joy  he  promis'd  to  his  thoughts,  and  new 
Solace  in  her  return,  fo  long  delay 'd; 
Yet  oft  his  heart,  divine  of  fomething  ill,  845 

Mifgave  him ;  he  the  faltring  meafure  felt ; 
And  forth  to  meet  her  went,  the  way  fhe  took 
That  morn  when  iirll  they  parted ;  by  the  tree 
Of  knowledge  he  miift  pafs,  there  he  her  met. 
Scarce  from  the  tree  returning;  in  her  hand  856 

A  bough  of  faireft  fruit,  that  downy  fmil'd. 
New  gather'd,  and  ambrofial  fmell  difFus'd.    . 
To  him  {he  hafted ;  in  her  face  excufe 
Came  prologue,  and  apology  too  prompt. 
Which  with  bland  words  at  will  fhe  thus  addrefsM.-  8cc 

Haft  thou  not  wonder'd,  Adam,  at  my  ftay  ? 
Thee  I  have  mifs^d,  and  thought  it  long,  deprived 
Thy  prefence,  agony  of  love  till  now 
Not  felt,  nor  fnail  be  twice,  for  never  more 
Mean  I  to  try,  what  raih  untry'd  I  fought,  86a 

The  pain  of  ab fence  from,  thy  fight.     But  ftrange 
Hath  been  tlie  caufe,  and  wonderful  to  hear  : 

This 
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This  tree  is  not  as  we  are  told,  a  tree 

Of  danger  tailed,  nor  to'  evil  unknown 

Opening  the  way,  but  of  divine  eftecl  86j 

To  open  eyes,  and  make  them  Gods  who  talle ; 

And  hath  been  tailed  fuch ;  the  ferpent  wife. 

Or  not  reilrain'd  as  we,  or  not  obeying. 

Hath  eaten  of  the  fruit,  and  is  become. 

Not  dead,  as  we  are  threaten'd,  but  thenceforth     870 

Indued  with  human  voice  and  human  fenfe, 

Reafoning  to  admiration,  and  with  me 

Perfuaiively  hath  fo  prevail'd,  that  I 

Have  alfo  tailed,  and  have  alfo  found 

Th'  efFeds  to  correfpond :  opener  mine  eyes,  875 

Dim  eril,  dilated  fpirits,  ampler  heart. 

And  growing  up  to  Godhead ;  which  for  thee 

Chiefly  I  fought,  without  thee  can  defpife. 

For  blifs,  as  thou  haft  part,  to  me  is  blifs. 

Tedious,  unlhar'd  with  thee,  and  odious  foon.         SSo' 

Thou  therefore  alfo  taile,  that  equal  lot 

May  join  us,  equal  joy,  as  equal  love  ; 

Left,  thou  not  tafting,  different  degree 

Disjoin  us,  and  I  then  too  late  renounce 

Deity  for  thee,  when  fate  will  not  permit.  885 

Thus  Eve  with  count'nance  blithe  her  ftory  toldj 
But  in  lier  cheek  diftemper  flulliing  glow'd. 
On  th'  other  fide,  Adam,  foon  as  he  heard 
The  fatal  trefpafs  done  by  Eve,  amaz'd, 
Aftonied  ftood  and  blank,  while  horror  chill  890 

Ran  through  his  veins,  and  all  his  joints  relax'd ; 
From  his  ilagk  hand  the  garland  wreath'd  for  Eve 

Down 
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Down  dropt,  and  all  the  faded  rofes  fhed : 

Speechlefs  he  flood  and  pale,  till  thus  at  length 

Firft  to  himfelf  he  inward  filence  broke.  895 

O  faireft  of  creation,  laft  and  beft 
Of  all  God's  works.  Creature  in  whom  excelled 
Whatever  can  to  fight  or  thought  be  form'd. 
Holy,  divine,  good,  amiable,  or  fweet  1 
How  art  thou  loft,  how  on  a  fudden  loft,  900 

Defac'd,  deflower'd,  and  now  to  death  devote  ? 
Rather  how  haft  thou  yielded  to  tranfgrefs 
The  ftri£l  forbiddance,  how  to  violate 
The  facred  fruit  forbidd'n  ?  fome  curfed  fraud 
Of  enemy  hath  beguil'd  thee,  yet  unknown,  905 

And  me  with  thee  hath  ruin'd,  for  with  thee 
Certain  my  refolution  is  to  die  : 
How  can  1  live  without  thee,  how  forgo 
Thy  fweet  converfe  and  love  fo  dearly  joinM, 
To  live  again  in  thefe  wild  woods  forlorn  ?  910 

Should  God  create  another  Eve,  and  I 
Another  rib  alFord,  yet  lofs  of  thee 
Would  never  from  my  heart;  no^  no,  I  feel 
The  link  of  nature  draw  me :  flefh  of  fleih. 
Bone  of  my  bone  thou  art,  and  from  thy  ftate         915 
Mine  never  ihall  be  parted,  biifs  or  woe. 

So  having  faid,  as  one  from  fad  difmay 
Recomforted,  and  after  thoughts  difturb'd 
Submitting  to  what  feem'd  remediiefs. 
Thus  in  calm  mood  his  words  to  Eve  he  turn'd.     920 

Bold  deed  thou  haft  prefum'd,  adventroiis  Eve, 
And  peril  great  provok'd,  who  thus  naft  dar'd. 

Vol.  XX,  D  Had 
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Had  it  been  only  coveting  to  eye 

That  facred  fruit,  facred  to  abftinence. 

Much  more  to  tafte  it  under  ban  to  touch,  ^zj 

But  paft  who  can  recall,  or  done  undo  ? 

Not  God  omnipotent,  nor  Fate ;  yet  fo 

Perhaps  thou  fhalt  not  die,  perhaps  the  fail 

Is  not  fo  hainous  now,  foretafted  fruit, 

Profan'd  firft  by  the  ferpent,  by  him  firll  930 

Made  common  and  unhallow'd  ere  our  tafle ; 

Nor  yet  on  him  found  deadly,  he  yet  lives. 

Lives,  as  thou  faidft,  and  gains  to  live  as  Man 

Higher  degree  of  life,  inducement  ftrong 

To  us  ,as  likely  tailing  to  attain  935 

Proportional  afcent,  which  cannot  be 

But  to  be  Gods,  or  Angels  Demi-Gods. 

Nor  can  I  think  that  God,  Creator  wife. 

Though  threatning,  will  in  earnell  fo  deftroy 

Us  -his  prime  creatures,  dignified  fo  high,  940 

Set  over  all  his  works,  which  in  our  fall. 

For  us  created,  needs  with  us  muft  fail. 

Dependent  made  ;  fo  God  fhall  uncreate. 

Be  fruftrate,  do,  undo,  and  labor  lofe. 

Not  well  conceiv'd  of  God,  who  though  his  power  945 

Creation  could  repeat,  yet  would  be  loath 

Us  to  abolilh,  left  the  Adverfary 

Triumph  and  fay ;  Fickle  their  ftate  whom  God 

Moft  favors ;  who  can  pleafe  him  long  ?  Me  firft 

He  ruin'd,  now  mankind ;  whom  will  he  next .'      950 

Matter  of  fcorn  not  to  be  given  the  Foe, 

However  I  with  tliee  have  fix'd  my  lot. 

Certain 
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Certain  to  undergo  like  doom  ;  if  death 

Confort  with  thee,  death  is  to  me  as  life ; 

So  forcible  within  my  heart  I  feel  55  5 

The  bond  of  nature  draw  me  to  my  own, 

My  own  in  thee,  for  what  thou  art  is  mine ; 

Our  ftate  cannot  be  fever'd,  we  are  one, 

Gne  flelh  ;  to  lofe  thee  were  to  lofe  myfelf. 

So  Adam,  and  thus  Eve  to  him  reply'd.  ^60 

O  glorious  trial  of  exceeding  love, 
Illuftrious  evidence,  example  high  I 
Engaging  me  to  emulate,  but  ihort 
Of  thy  perfedion,  how  fhall  I  attain, 
Adam  ?  from  whole  dear  fide  I  boafl  me  fprung,  965 
And  gladly  of  our  union  hear  thee  fpeak. 
One  heart,  one  foul  in  both ;  whereof  good  proof 
This  day  affords,  declaring  thee  refolv'd, 
Rather  than  death  or  ought  than  death  more  dread 
Shall  feparate  us,  link'd  in  love  fo  dear,  973 

To  undergo  with  me  one  guilt,  one  crime. 
If  any  be,  of  tailing  this  fair  fruit, 
Whofe  virtue  (for  of  good  ftiil  good  proceeds, 
Dire(^,  or  by  occafion)  hath  prefented 
This  happy  trial  of  thy  love,  which  elfs  075 

So  eminently  never  had  been  known. 
Were  it  I  thought  death  menac'd  would  enfue 
This  my  attempt,  I  would  fuftain  alone 
The  woril,  and  not  perfuade  thee,  rather  die 
Deferted,  than  obhge  thee  with  a  hA  980 

Pernicious  to  thy  peace,  chiefly  aflur'd 
Remarkably  fo  late  of  thy  fb  true, 

X>  i  So 
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So  faithful  love  unequal' d ;  but  I  feel 

Far  otherwife  th*  event,  not  death,  but  life 

Augmented,  open'd  eyes,  new  hopes,  new  joys,      985 

Tafte  fo  divine,  that  what  of  fweet  before 

Hath  touch'd  my  fenfe,  fiat  feems  to  this,  and  harfh. 

On  my  experience,  Adam,  freely  tafte. 

And  fear  of  death  deliver  to  the  winds. 

So  faying,  {he  embrac'd  him,  and  for  joy  990 

Tenderly  wept,  much  won  that  he  his  love 
Had  fo  ennobled,  as  of  choice  to'  incur 
Divine  difpleafure  for  her  fake,  or  death. 
In  recomipenfe  (for  fuch  compliance  bad 
Such  recompenfe  beil  merits)  from  the  bough         995 
She  gave  him  of  that  fair  enticing  fruit 
With  liberal  hand  :  he  fcrupled  not  to  eat 
Againft  his  better  knowledge,  not  deceiv'd. 
But  fondly  overcome  with  female  charm. 
Earth  trembled  from  her  entrails,  as  again  loco 

In  pangs,  and  Nature  gave  a  fecond  groan. 
Sky  lour'd,  and  muttering  thunder,  fome  fad  drops 
Wept  at  completing  of  the  mortal  fm 
Original ;  while  Adam  took  no  thought. 
Eating  his  fill,  nor  Eve  to  iterate  1005 

Her  former  trefpafs  fear'd,  the  more  to  footh 
Him  with  her  iov'd  fociety  :  that  now 
As  with  new  wine  intoxicated  both 
They  fwim  in  mirth,  and  fancy  that  they  feel 
Divinity  within  them  breeding  wings,  icio 

Wherewith  to  fcorn  the  earth:  but  that  falfe  fruit 
Far  other  operation  firft  difplay'd. 

Carnal 
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Carnal  defire  inflaming  ;  he  on  Eve 

Began  to  call  lafcivious  eyes,  ihe  him 

As  wantonly  repaid;  in  lull  they  burn:  1015 

Till  Adam  thus  'gan  Eve  to  daUiance  movg, 

Eve,  now  I  fee  thou  art  exadl  of  tafte. 
And  elegant,  of  fspience  no  fmall  part. 
Since  to  each  meaning  favor  we  apply, 
^nd  palate  call  judicious ;  I  the  praife  I02p 

Yield  thee,  fo  well  this  day  thou  haft  purvey 'd. 
Much  pleafure  we  have  loft,  while  we  abftain'd 
Fro;n  this  delightful  fruit,  nor  known  till  now 
True  relifh,  tafting  ;  if  fuch  pleafure  be 
In  things  to  us  forbidd'n,  it  might  be  wiih'd,        1025 
For  this  one  tree  had  been  forbidden  ten. 
But  come,  fo  well  refrelh'd,  now  let  us  play. 
As  meet  is,  after  fuch  delicious  fare ; 
For  never  did  thy  beauty  fmce  the  day 
I  faw  thee  firft  and  wedded  thee,  adorn'd  1030 

With  all  perfedlons,  fo  inflame  my  fenfe 
With  ardor  to  enjoy  thee,  fairer  now 
Than  ever,  bounty  of  this  virtuous  tree. 

So  faid  he,  and  forbore  not  glance  or  toy 
Of  amorous  intent,  well  underftood  '^35 

Of  Eve,  whofe  eye  darted  contagious  fire. 
Her  hand  he  feiz'd,  and  to  a  fhady  bank. 
Thick  overhead  with  verdant  roof  imbowr'd. 
He  led  her.  nothing  loath ;  flow'rs  were  the  couch, 
F^nfies  and  violets,  and  afphodel,  1040 

And  hyacinth,  earth's  freflieft  fofteft  lap. 
There  they  their  fill  of  love  and  love's  difport 
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Took  largely,  of  their  mutual  guilt  the  feal. 

The  fc^ce  of  their  fin,  till  dewy  fleep 

Opprefs'd  them,  wearied  with  their  amorous  play.  1045 

Soon  as  the  force  of  that  fallacious  fruit, 

That  with  exhilarating  vapor  bland 

About  their  fpi'rits  had  play'd,  and  inmoU  powers 

Made  err,  was  now  exhal'd ;  and  groiTer  fleep 

Bred  of  unkindly  fumes,  with  confcious  dreams     1050 

Incumber'd,  now  had  left  them ;  up  they  rofe 

As  from  unreft,  and  each  the  other  viewing, 

Soon  found  their  eyes  how  open'd,  and  their  minds 

How  darken'd;  innocence,  that  as  a  veil 

Had  fhadow'd  them  from  knowing  ill,  was  gone,  1055 

Jufl  confidence,  and  native  righteoufnefs. 

And  honor  from  about  them,  naked  left 

To  guilty  fhame  j  he  cover 'd,  but  his  robe 

Uncover'd  more.     So  rofe  the  Danite  flrong 

Herculean  Samfon  from  the  harlot-lap  1060 

Of  PhiUllean  Dalilah,  and  wak'd 

Shorn  of  his  Hrength.   They  deflitute  and  bare 

Of  all  their  virtue  :  filent,  and  in  face 

Confounded  long  they  fat,  as  ftrucken  mute. 

Till  Adam,  though  not  lefs  than  Eve  abaih'd,       1065 

At  length  gave  utterance  to  thefe  words  conilrain'd. 

O  Eve,  in  evil  hour  thou  didft  give  ear 
To  that  falfe  worm,  of  whomfoever  taught 
To  counterfeit  Man's  voice,  true  in  our  fall, 
Falfe  in  our  promis'd  rifmg;  fmce  our  eyes  1070 

Open'd  we  find  indeed,  and  find  we  know- 
Both  good  and  ev'il,  good  loft,  and  evil  got. 

Bad 
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Bad  fruit  of  knowledge,  if  this  be  to  know. 
Which  leaves  us  naked  thus,  of  honor  void. 
Of  innocence,  of  faith,  of  purity,  1075 

Our  wonted  ornaments  now  foil'd  and  ftain'd. 
And  in  our  faces  evident  the  figns 
Of  foul  concupifcence ;  whence  evil  ftore ; 
Ev'n  fhame,  the  lafl;  of  evils  j  of  the  firft 
Be  fure  then.     How  Ihall  I  behold  the  face  lc8o 

Henceforth  of  God  or  Angel,  erft  with  joy 
And  rapture  fo'  oft  beheld  ?  thofe  heav'nly  Ihapes 
Will  dazzle  now  this  earthly  with  their  blaze 
InfufFerably  bright.     O  might  I  here 
In  folitude  live  favage,  in  fome  glade  1 085 

Obfcur'd,  where  highefl  woods,  impenetrable 
To  liar  or  fun-light,  fpread  their  umbrage  broad 
And  brown  as  evening :  Cover  me,  ye  Pines, 
Ye  Cedars,  with  innumerable  boughs 
Hide  me,  where  I  may  never  fee  them  more.        1090 
But  let  us  now,  as  in  bad  plight,  devife 
What  bell  may  for  the  prefent  ferve  to  hide 
The  parts  of  each  from  other,  that  feem  moll 
To  Ihame  obnoxious,  and  unfeemlieft  feen ; 
Some  tree,  whofe  broad  fmooth  leaves  together  fow'd. 
And  girded  on  our  loins,  may  cover  round 
Thofe  middle  parts,  that  this  new  comer,  fhame, 
'J'here  fit  not,  and  reproach  us  as  unclean. 
So  counfel'd  he,  and  both  together  went 
Into  the  thickell  wood;  there  foon  they  chofe       11 00 
The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown'd. 
But  fuch  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
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In  Malabar  or  Decan  fpreads  her  arms 
Branching  fo  broad  and  long,  that  in  the  ground 
The  bended  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow  1 105 
About  the  mother  tree,  a  pillar'd  fhade 
High  overarch'd,  and  echoing  walks  between; 
There  oft  the  Indian  herdfman  fhunning  heat 
Shelters  in  cool,  and  tends  his  pafturing  herds 
At  loopholes  cut  through  thickeft  fhade  :  Thofe  leaves 
They  gather'd,  broad  as  Amazonian  targe. 
And  with  what  fkill  tliey  had,  together  fow'd. 
To  gird  their  wafle,  vain  covering  if  to  hide 
Their  guilt  and  dreaded  fhame ;  O  how  unlike 
To  that  tirft  naked  glory  !   Such  of  late  1115 

Columbus  found  th'  American,  fo  girt 
With  feather'd  cindure,  naked  elfe  and  wild 
Among  the  trees  on  iles  and  woody  fhores. 
Thus  fenc'd,  and,  as  they  thought,  their  fhame  in  part 
Cover'd,  but  not  at  reft  or  eafe  of  mind,  1 1 20 

They  fat  them  down  to  weep ;  nor  only  tears 
Rain'd  at  their  eyes,  but  high  winds  worfe  within 
Began  to  rife,  high  paflions,  anger,  hate, 
Miftrufl,  fufpicion,  difcord,  and  (hook  fore 
^  Their  inward  ftate  of  mind,  calm  region  once       11 25 
And  full  of  peace,  now  toft  and  turbulent : 
For  underftanding  rul'd  not,  and  the  will 
Heard  not  her  lore,  both  in  fubjedlion  now 
To  fenfual  appetite,  who  from  beneath 
Ufurping  over  fovran  reafon  clam'd  1130 

Superior  fway  :  from  thus  diftemper'd  breaft, 
Adam,  eftrang'd  in  look  and  alter 'd  flile^ 

Speech 
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Speech  intermitted  thus  to  Eve  renew'd. 

Would  thou  hadft  hearken'd  to  my  words,  and  flayM 
With  me,  aal  befought  thee,  when  that  ftrange    113J 
Defire  of  wand'ring  this  unhappy  morn, 
I  know  not  whence  pofTefs'd  thee :  we  had  then 
Remain'd  ftill  happy ;  not  as  now,  defpoil'd 
Of  all  our  good,  Iham'd,  naked,  miferable. 
Let  none  henceforth  feek  needlefs  caufe  to'  approve 
The  faith  they  owe ;  when  ear;ieflly  they  feek 
Such  proof,  conclude,  they  then  begin  to  fail. 

To  whom  foon  mov'd  with  touch  of  blame  thus  Eve. 
What  words  have  pafs'd  thy  lips,  Adam  fevere  ! 
Imput'ft  thou  that  to  my  default,  or  will  1 14^; 

Of  wand'ring,  as  thou  call'ft  it,  which  who  knows 
But  might  as  ill  have  happen'd  thou  being  by. 
Or  to  thyfelf  perhaps  ?  hadft  thou  been  there. 
Or  here  th'  attempt,  thou  couldft  not  have  difcern'd 
Fraud  in  the  Serpent,  fpeaking  as  he  fpake  ;         1150 
No  ground  of  enmity  between  us  known. 
Why  he  fliould  mean  me  ill,  or  feek  to  harm. 
Was  I  to'  have  never  parted  from  thy  fide  ? 
As  good  have  grown  there  ftiU  a  lifelefs  rib. 
Being  as  I  am,  why  didft  not  thou  the  head  115^ 

Command  me  abfolutely  not  to  go. 
Going  into  fuch  danger  as  thou  faidft  ? 
Too  facil  then  thou  didft  not  much  gainfay. 
Nay  didft  permit,  approve,  and  fair  difmifs. 
Hadft  thou  been  firm  and  fixM  in  thy  diflent,       xi6o 
Neither  had  I  tranfgrefs'd,  nor  thou  with  me. 

To 
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To  whom  then  firft  incens'd  Adam  reply 'd. 
Is  this  the  love,  is  this  the  recompenfe 
Of  mine  to  thee,  ingrateful  Eve,  exprefs'd 
Immutable  when  thou  wert  loft,  not  I,  1 165 

Who  might  have  liv'd  and  joy'd  immortal  blifs. 
Yet  willingly  chofe  rather  death  with  thee  ? 
And  am  I  now  upbraided  as  the  caufe 
Of  thy  tranfgreffing  ?  not  enough  fevere. 
It  feems,  in  thy  reftraint :  what  could  I  more  ?     H7« 
I  warn'd  thee,  I  admonilh'd  thee,  foretold 
The  danger,  and  the  lurking  enemy 
That  lay  in  wait ;  beyond  this  had  been  force. 
And  force  upon  free  will  hath  here  no  place. 
But  confidence  then  bore  thee  on,  fecure  1 175 

Either  to  meet  no  danger,  or  to  find 
Matter  of  glorious  trial ;  and  perhaps 
I  alfo  err'd  in  overmuch  admiring 
What  feem'd  in  thee  fo  perfeft,  that  I  thought 
Ko  evil  durft  attempt  thee,  but  I  rue  1 1 80 

That  error  now,  which  is  become  my  crime. 
And  thou  th'  accufer.     Thus  it  fhall  befall 
Him  who  to  worth  in  woman  overtrufting 
-Lets  her  will  rule ;  reftraint  fhe  will  not  brook. 
And  left  to'  herfelf,  if  evil  thence  enfue,  1 185 

She  firft  his  weak  indulgence  will  accufe. 

Thus  they  in  mutual  accufation  fpent 
The  fruitlefs  hours,  bu»t  neither  felf- condemning. 
And  of  their  vain  conteft  appear'd  no  end. 

THE    END    OF     THE    NINTH    BOOK. 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

Man's  tranfgreffion  known,  the  guardian  Angels-  for- 
fake  Paradife,  and  return  up  to  Heaven  to  approve 
their  vigilance,  and  are  approv'd,  God  declaring 
that  the  entrance  of  Satan  could  not  be  by  them  pre- 
vented. He  fends  his  Son  to  Judge  the  tranfgref- 
fors,  v/ho  defcends  and  gives  fentence  accordingly ; 
then  in  pity  clothes  them  both,  and  reafcends.  Sin 
and  Death  fitting  till  then  at  the  gates  of  Hell,  by 
wondrous  fympathy  feeling  the  fuccefs  of  Satan  in 
this  new  world,  and  the  fm  by  Man  there  committed, 
refolve  to  fit  no  longer  confin'd  in  Hell,  but  to  fol- 
low Satan  their  fire  up  to  the  place  of  Man :  To 
make  the  way  eafier  from  Hell  to  this  world  to  and 
fro,  they  pave  a  broad  high-way  or  bridge  over 
Chaos,  according  to  the  track  that  Satan  firft  made ; 
then  preparing  for  Earth,  they  meet  him  proud  of 
his  fuccefs  returning  to  Hell;  their  mutual  gratula- 
tion.  Satan  arrives  at  Pandemonium,  in  full  aiTem- 
bly  relates  with  boafting  his  fuccefs  againft  Man ; 
inftead  of  applaufe  is  entertained  with  a  general  hifs 
by  all  his  audience,  transform'd  with  himfelf  alfo 
fuddenly  into  ferpents,  according  to  his  doom  given 
in  Paradife  ;  then  deluded  with  a  ihew  of  the  for- 
bidden tree  fpringing  up  before  them,  they  greedily 
reaching  to  take  of  the  fruit,  chew  dufl  and  bitter 
afhes.  The  proceedings  of  Sin  and  Death;  God 
foretels  the  final  viftory  of  his  Son  over  them,  and 
the  renewing  of  all  things ;  but  for  the  prefent  com- 
mands his  Angels  to  make  feveral  alterations  in  the 
Heavens  and  elements.  Adam  more  and  more  per- 
ceiving his  fallen  condition  heavily  bewails,  rejeds 
the  condolement  of  Eve ;  fhe  perfiils,  and  at  length 
appeafes  him :  then  to  evade  the  curfe  likely  to  fall 
on  their  offspring,  propofes  to  Adam  violent  ways, 
which  he  approves  not,  but  conceiving  better  hope, 
puts  her  in  mind  of  the  late  promife  made  them,  that 
her  feed  (hould  be  reveng'don  the  Serpent,  and  ex- 
horts her  with  him  to  leek  peace  of  the  offended 
Deity,  by  repentance  and  fupplication. 
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MEAN  wMe  the  hainous  and  defpiteful  ad 
Of  Satan  done  in  Paradife,  and  how 
He  in  the  ferpent  had  perverted  Eve,- 
Her  hufband  ihe,  to  tafte  the  fatal  fruit. 
Was  known  in  Heaven;  for  what  can  'fcape  the  eye  C 
Of  God  all-feeing,  or  deceive  his  heart 
Gmnifcient  r  who  in  all  things  wife  and  juft. 
Hinder 'd  not  Satan  to  attempt  the  mind 
Of  Man,  with  ftrength  entire,  and  free-will  arm'd. 
Complete  to  have  difcoverM  and  repuls'd  lo 

Whatever  wiles  of  foe  or  feeming  friend. 
For  ftill  they  knew,  and  ought  to'  have  ftill  remember'd 
The  high  injunftion  not  to  talle  that  fruit. 
Whoever  tempted ;  which  they  not  obeying, 
Incurr'd  (what  could  they  lefs  ?)  the  penalty,  i^ 

And  manifold  in  fm,  deferv'd  to  fall. 
Up  into  Heav'n  from  Paradife  in  hafte 
Th'  angelic  guards  afcended,  mute  and  fad 
For  Man,  for  of  his  Hate  by  this  they  knew. 
Much  wond'ring  how  the  fubtle  Fiend  had  ftol'n     20 
Entrance  unfeen.     Soon  as  th'  unwelcome  news 
Prom  Earth  arriv'd  at  Heaven  gate,  difpleas'd 
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All  were  who  heard ;  dim  fadnefs  did  not  fpare 

That  time  celeftial  vifages,  yet  mix'd 

With  pity,  violated  not  their  blifs.  25 

About  the  new-arriv'd,  in  multitudes 

Th'  ethereal  people  ran,  to  hear  and  know 

How  all  befel :  they  tow'ards  the  throne  fupreme 

Accountable  made  hafle  to  make  appear 

With  righteous  plea  their  utmoft  vigilance,  30! 

And  eafily  approv'd ;  when  the  moll  high 

Eternal  Father,  from  his  fecret  cloud 

Amidft,  in  thunder  utter'd  thus  his  voice. 

AfTembled  Angels,  and  ye  Pow'rs  returned 
From  unfuccefsful  charge,  be  not  difmay'd,  35 

Nor  troubled  at  thefe  tidings  from  the  earth. 
Which  your  fincereft  care  could  not  prevent. 
Foretold  fo  lately  what  would  come  to  pafs. 
When  firfl  this  tempter  crofs'd  the  gulf  from  Hell. 
i  told  you  then  he  Ihould  prevail  and  fpeed  40 

On  his  bad  errand,  Man  Ihould  be  feduc'd 
And  fiatter'd  out  of  all,  believing  lies 
Againft  his  Maker ;  no  decree  of  mine 
Concurring  to  neceHitate  his  fall. 
Or  touch  with  lighteft  moment  of  impulfe  45 

His  free  will,  to  her  own  inclining  left 
In  even  fcale.     But  fall'n  he  is,  and  now 
What  refts,  but  that  the  mortal  fentence  pafs 
On  his  tranlgreffion,  death  denounced  that  day  ? 
Which  he  prefumes  already  vain  and  void,  50 

Becaufe  not  yet  infiided,  as  he  fear'd. 
By  fome  immediate  ftrcke ;  but  foon  Ihall  find 
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Forbearance  no  acquittance  ere  day  end. 

Juftice  fliall  not  return  as  bounty  fcorn'd. 

But  whom  fend  I  to  judge  them  ?  whom  but  thee     55 

Vicegerent  Son  ?  to  thee  I  have  transferred 

All  judgment,  whether  in  Heaven,  or  Earth,  or  Hell. 

Eafy  it  may  be  feen  that  I  intend 

Mercy  collegue  with  juftice,  fending  thee 

Man's  friend,  his  mediator,  his  defign'd  6<^ 

Both  ranfome  and  redeemer  voluntary. 

And  deftin'd  Man  himfelf  to  judge  Man  fall'n. 

So  fpake  the  Father,  and  unfolding  bright 
Tow'ard  the  right  hand  his  glory,  on  the  Son, 
Blaz*d  forth  unclouded  Deity  ;  he  full  ^^ 

Refplendent  all  his  Father  manifeil 
Exprefs'd,  and  thus  divinely  anfwer'd  mild. 

Father  eternal,  thine  is  to  decree. 
Mine  both  in  Heav'n  and  Earth  to  do  thy  will 
Supreme,  that  thou  in  me  thy  Son  belov'd  7d 

May'ft  ever  reft  well  pleas'd.     I  go  to  judge 
On  earth  thefe  thy  tranfgreilors,  but  thou  know'ft. 
Whoever  judg'd,  the  worft  on  me  muft  light. 
When  time  Ihali  be,  for  {':i  I  undertook 
Before  thee' ;  and  not  repenting,  this  obtain  75 

Of  right,  that  I  may  mitigate  their  doom 
On  me  deriv'd,  yet  I  (hall  temper  fo 
Juftice  with  mercy',  as  may  illuftrate  moft 
Them  fully  fatisfy'd,  and  thee  appeafe. 
Attendance  none  fliall  need,  nor  train,  where  none    So 
Are  to  behold  the  judgment,  but  the  judg'd, 
Thofe  two ;  the  third  beft  abfent  is  cond^mn'd, 

Convift 
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Convift  by  flight,  and  rebel  to  all  law : 
Convidion  to  the  ferpent  none  belongs. 

Thus  faying,  from  his  radiant  feat  he  rofe  85 

Of  high  collateral  glory' :  him  Thrones  and  Powers, 
Princedoms,  and  Dominations  miniftrant 
Accompanied  to  Heaven  gate,  from  whence 
Eden  and  all  the  coaft  in  profpedl  lay. 
DcAvn  he  defcended  llrait ;  the  fpeed  of  Gods  90 

Time  counts  not,  though  with  fwifteft  minutes  wing'd. 
Now  was  the  fun  in  weftern  cadence  low 
From  noon,  and  gentle  airs  due  at  their  hour 
^0  fan  the  earth  now  wak'd,  and  ufher  in 
The  evening  cool,  when  he  from  wrath  more  cool    95 
Came  the  mild  judge  and  interceflbr  both 
To  fentence  Man  :  the  voice  of  God  they  heard 
Now  walking  in  the  garden,  by  foft  winds 
Brought  to  their  ears,  while  day  declin'd ;  they  heard. 
And  from  his  prefcnce  hid  themfelves  among  100 

The  thickeft  trees,  both  man  and  wife,  till  God 
Approaching,  thus  to  Adam  call'd  aloud. 
Where  art  thou,  Adam,  wont  with  joy  to  meet 
My  coming  feen  far  off?  I  mifs  thee  here. 
Not  pleas'd,  thus  entertain'd  with  folitude,  105 

Where  obvious  duty'  ere  while  appear'd  unfought: 
Or  come  I  lefs  confpicuous,  or  what  change 
Abfents  thee,  or  what  chance  detains  ?  Come  forth. 

He  came,  and  with  him  Eve,  more  loath,  though  firll 
To'  offend,  difcount'nanc'dboth,  and  difcompos'd ;  1 1 0 
Love  was  not  in  their  looks,  either  to  God 
Or  to  each  other,  but  apparent  guilt. 

And 
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And  fhame,  and  perturbation,  and  defpair. 
Anger,  and  obftinacy',  and  hate,  and  guile. 
Whence  Adam  faultring  long,  thus  anfvver'd  brief.    1 1^ 
I  heard  thee  in  the  gard'n,  and  of  thy  voice 
Afraid,  being  naked,  hid  myfelf     To  whom 
The  gracious  Judge  without  revile  reply'd. 
My  voice  thou  oft  haft  heard,  and  haft  not  fear'd, 
But  ftill  rejoic'd;  how  is  it  now  become  120 

So  dreadful  to  thee  ?  that  thou'  art  naked,  who 
Hath  told  thee  ?  haft  thou  eaten  of  the  tree. 
Whereof  I  gave  thee  charge  thou  fhouldft  not  eat  ? 
To  whom  thus  Adam  fore  befet  reply'd. 

0  Heav'n  I  in  evil  ftrait  this  day  I  ftand  12^ 
Before  my  judge,  either  to  undergo 

Myfelf  the  total  crime,  or  to  accufe 
My  other  felf,  the  partner  of  my  life; 
Whofe  failing,  while  her  faith  to  me  remains, 

1  Ihould  conceal,  and  not  expofe  to  blame  1 30 
By  my  complaint;  but  ftri£l  neceffity 

Subdues  me,  and  calamitous  conftraint. 
Left  on  my  head  both  fin  and  punifnment. 
However  infupportable,  be  all 

Devolv'd ;  though  fhould  I  hold  my  peace,  yet  thou 
Wouldft  eafily  dete<5l  what  I  conceal. 
This  Woman,  whom  thou  mad'ft  to  be  my  help. 
And  gav'ft  mc  as  thy  perfect  gift,  fo  good. 
So  fit,  fo  acceptable,  fo  divine. 

That  from  her  hand  I  could  fufped  no  ill,  1 40 

And  what  fhe  did,  whatever  in  itfelf. 
Her  doing  feem'd  to  juftify  the  deed ; 
Vol.  XT.  E  She 
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She  gave  me  of  the  tree,  and  I  did  eat. 

To  whom  the  fovran  Prefence  thus  reply'd. 
Was  fhe  thy  God,  that  her  thou  didft  obey  145 

Before  his  voice,  or  was  llie  made  thy  guide, 
Superior,  or  but  equal,  that  to  her 
Thou  didft  refign  thy  manhood,  and  the  place 
Wherein  God  fet  thee'  above  her  made  of  thee^ 
And  for  thee,  whofe  perfection  far  excelled  150 

Hers  in  all  real  dignity  ?  Adom'd 
She  was  indeed,  and  lovely  to  attra^l 
Thy  love,  not  thy  fubjedtion;  and  her  gifts 
Were  fuch  as  under  government  well  feem'd, 
Unfeemly  to  bear  rule,  which  was  thy  part  155 

And  perfon,  hadft  thou  known  thyfelf  aright. 

So  having  faid,  he  thus  to  Eve  in  few. 
Say,  Woman,  what  is  this  which  thou  haft  done  ? 

To  whom  fad  Eve  with  Ihame  nigh  overwhelm'd, 
Confeffing  foon,  yet  not  before  her  judge    •  16c 

Bold  or  loquacious,  thus  abalh'd  reply'd. 
The  Serpent  me  beguil'd,  and  I  did  eat. 

Which  when  the  Lord  God  heard,  without  delay 

To  judgment  he  proceeded  on  th'  accus'd 

Serpent  though  brute,  unable  to  transfer  165 

The  guilt  on  him  who  made  him  inftrument 

Of  mifchief,  and  polluted  from  the  end 

Of  his  creation;  juftly  then  accurs'd. 

As  vitiated  in  nature :  more  to  know 

Concern'd  not  Man  (fmce  he  no  further  knew)      170 

Nor  alter'd  his  offence;  yet  God  at  laft 

To  Satan  firft  in  fm  his  doom  apply 'd. 

Though 
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Though  in  myfterious  terms,  judg'd  as  then  beft : 

And  on  the  Serpent  thus  his  curie  let  fall. 

Becaufe  thou  hail  done  this,  thou  art  accurs'd         175 

Above  all  cattel,  each  beaft  of  the  iield; 

Upon  thy  belly  groveling  thou  ihait  go, 

And  duft  flialt  eat  ail  the  days  of  thy  life. 

Between  thee  and  the  Woman  I  will  put 

Enmity,  and  between  thine  and  her  feed ;  180 

Her  feed  ihall  bruife  thy  head,  thou  bruife  his  heel. 

So  fpake  this  oracle,  then  verify'd 
When  Jefus  fon  of  Mary,  fecond  Eve, 
Saw  Satan  fall  like  lightning  down  from  Heaven, 
Prince  of  the  air;  then  rifmg  from  his  grave  185 

Spoil 'd  Principalities  and  Pow'rs,  triumph'd 
In  open  fhow,  and  with  afcenfion  bright 
Captivity  led  captive  through  the  air. 
The  realm  itfelf  of  Satan  long  ufurp'd. 
Whom  he  fhall  tread  at  lall  under  our  feet;  I  go 

Ev'n  he  who  now  foretold  his  fatal  bruife. 
And  to  the  Woman  thus  his  fentence  turn'd. 
Thy  forrow  I  will  greatly  multiply 
By  thy  conception ;  children  thou  fhalt  bring 
In  forrow  forth ;  and  to  thy  hulband's  will  195 

Thine  fhall  fubmit ;  he  over  thee  fhall  rule. 

On  Adam  lail  thus  judgment  he  pronounc'd. 
Becaufe  thou'  haft  hearken'd  to  the'  voice  of  thy  wife. 
And  eaten  of  the  tree,  concerning  which 
1  charg'd  thee,  fay'ing.  Thou  (lialt  not  eat  thereof; 
Curs'd  is  the  ground  for  thy  fake;  thou  in  forrow 
Shalt  eat  thereof  all  the  days  of  thy  life ; 

K  2  Thorns 
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Thorns  alfo'  and  thirties  it  fhall  bring  thee  forth 

Unhid ;  and  thou  Ihalt  eat  th'  herb  of  the  field. 

In  the  fvveat  of  thy  face  Ihalt  thou  eat  bread,  205 

Till  thou  return  unto  the  ground ;  for  thou 

Out  of  the  ground  waft  taken,  know  thy  birth. 

For  duft  thou  art,  and  ihalt  to  duft  return. 

So  judg'd  he  Man>  both  judge  and  faviour  fent. 
And  th'  inftant  ftroke  of  death  denounc'd  that  day    zio 
Remov'd  far  off;  then  pitying  how  they  flood 
Before  him  naked  to  the  air,  that  now 
Muft  fuffer  change,  difdain'd  not  to  begin 
Thenceforth  the  form  of  fervant  to  afTume, 
As  when  he  wafh'd  his  fervants  feet,  fo  now  215 

As  father  of  his  family  he  clad 
Their  nakednefs  with  ikins  of  beafts,  or  (lain. 
Or  as  the  fnake  with  youthful  coat  repaid ; 
And  thought  not  much  to  clothe  his  enemies : 
Nor  he  their  outward  only  with  the  ikins  226 

Of  beafts,  but  inward  nakednefs,  much  more 
Opprobrious,  with  his  robe  of  righteoufnefs 
Arraying,  cover'd  from  his  Father's  fight. 
To  him  with  fwift  afcent  he  up  return'd. 
Into- his  blifsful  bofom  reafTum'd  225 

In  glory  as  of  old;  to  him  appeas'd 
All,  though  all-knowing,  what  had  pafs'd  with  Man 
Recounted,  mixing  interceiTion  fweet. 

Mean  while,  ere  thus  was  fmn'd  and  judg'd  on  Earth, 
Within  the  gates  of  Hell  fat  Sin  and  Death,  230 

In  counterview  within  the  gates,  that  now 
Stood  open  wide,  belching  outrageous  flame 

Far 
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Far  into  Chaos,  fince  the  Fiend  pafs'd  through. 
Sin  opening:  who  thus  now  to  Death  began. 

O  Son,  why  fit  we  here  each  other  viewing         235 
Idly,  while  Satan  our  great  author  thrives 
In  other  worlds,  and  happier  feat  provides 
For  us  his  offspring  dear  ?  It  cannot  be 
But  that  fuccefs  attends  him ;  if  mifhap. 
Ere  this  he  had  return'd,  with  fury  driven  240 

By  his  avengers,  fince  no  place  like  this 
Can  fit  his  punilhment,  or  their  revenge. 
Methinks  I  feel  new  flrength  within  me  rife. 
Wings  growing,  and  dominion  giv'n  me  large 
Beyond  thus  deep ;  whatever  draws  me  on,  245 

Or  fympathy,  or  fome  connatural  force 
Pow'rful  at  greateft  diftance  to  unite 
With  fecret  amity  things  of  like  kind 
By  fecreteft  conveyance.    Thou  my  Ihade 
Infeparable  muft  with  me  along :  250 

For  Death  from  Sin  no  pow'r  can  feparate. 
But  leil  the  difficulty  of  paffing  back 
Stay  his  return  perhaps  over  this  gulf 
ImpaiTable,  impervious,  let  us  try 
Adventrous  work,  yet  to  thy  pow'r  and  mine         255 
Not  unagreeable,  to  found  a  path 
Over  this  main  from  Hell  to  that  new  world 
Where  Satan  now  prevails,  a  monument 
Of  merit  high  to  all  th'  infernal  hoft, 
Eafing  their  pafTage  hence,  for  intercourfe,  260 

Or  tranfmigration,  as  their  lot  fhall  lead. 
Nor  can  I  mifs  the  way,  fo  flrongly  drawn 

E  3  By 
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By  this  new-felt  attraction  and  iniHn6l. 

Whom  thus  the  meager  Shadow  anfwer'd  fcon. 
Go  whither  fate  and  inclination  ftrong  265 

Leads  thee ;  I  fhall  not  lag  behind,  nor  err 
The  way,  thou  leading,  fuch  a  fcent  I  draw 
Of  carnage,  prey  innumerable,  and  tafte 
The  favor  of  Death  from  all  things  there  that  live  : 
Nor  (hall  I  to  the  work  ihou  enterprifefl  270 

Be  wanting,  but  aiford  thee  equal  aid. 

So  faying,  with  delight  he  fnuff 'd  the  fmell 
Of  mortal  change  on  earth.     As  when  a  flock 
Of  ravenous  fowl,  though  many  a  league  remote, 
Ag-ainft  the  day  of  battel,  to  a  field,  275 

Where  armies  lie  incamp'd,  come  fiying,  lur'd 
With  fcent  of  living  carcafTes  defign'd 
For  death,  the  following  day,  in  bloody  fight . 
So  fcented  the  grim  Feature,  and  upturn'd 
His  noftril  wide  into  the  murky  air,  280 

Sagacious  of  his  quarry  from  fo  far. 
Then  both  from  out  Hell  gates  into  the  walle 
Wide  anarcihy  of  Chaos  damp  and  dark 
Flew  diverfe,  and  with  pow'r  (their  pow'r  was  great) 
Hovering  upon  the  waters,  what  they  met  285 

Solid  or  flimy,  as  in  raging  fea 
Tofl  up  and  down,  together  crouded  drove 
From  each  fide  fhoaling  tow'ards  the  mouth  of  Hell : 
As  when  two  polar  winds,  blowing  adverfe 
Upon  the  Cronian  fea,  together  drive  290 

Mountains  of  ice,  that  flop  th'  imagin'd  way 
Beyond  Petfora  eaftvvard,  to  the  rich 

Cathaian 
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Cathaian  coaft.     The  aggregated  foil 

Death  with  his  mace  petriiic,  cold  and  dry. 

As  with  a  trident  fmote,  and  fix'd  as  £rm  295 

As  Delos  floting  once ;  the  rell  his  look 

Bound  with  Gorgonian  rigor  not  to  move ; 

And  with  Afphaltic  flime,  broad  as  the  gate. 

Deep  to  the  roots  of  Hell  the  gather'd  beach 

They  faften'd,  and  the  mole  immenfe  wrought  on  300 

Over  the  foaming  deep  high  arch'd,  a  bridge 

Of  length  prodigious,  joining  to  the  wall 

Immoveable  of  this  now  fencelefs  world 

Forfeit  to  Death;  from  hence  a  paflage  broad. 

Smooth,  eafy,  inoiFenfive  down  to  Hell.  305 

So,  if  great  things  to  fmall  may  be  compared, 

Xerxes,  the  liberty  of  Greece  to  yoke. 

From  Sufa  his  Memnonian  palace  high 

Came  to  the  fea,  and  over  Hellefpont 

Bridging  his  way,  Europe  with  Afia  join'd,  310 

And  fcourg'd  with  many  a  ftroke  th'  indignant  waves. 

Now  had  they  brought  the  work  by  wondrous  art 

Pontifical,  a  ridge  of  pendent  rock. 

Over  the  vex'd  abyfs,  following  the  track 

Of  Satan  to  the  felf-fame  place  where  he  315 

Firfl  lighted  from  his  wing,  and  landed  fafe 

From  out  of  Chaos,  to  the  outfide  bare 

Of  this  round  world :  with  pins  of  adamant 

And  chains  they  made  all  fall,  too  fall  they  made 

And  durable;  and  now  in  litde  fpace  320 

The  confines  met  of  empyrean  Heaven 

And  of  this  World,  and  on  the  left  hand  Hell 

E  4  With 
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With  long  reacK  interpos'd;  threQ  feveral  ways 

In  fight,  to  each  of  thefe  three  places  led. 

And  now  their  way  to  Earth  fhey  had  defcry'd,     525 

To  Paradife  firll  tending,  vyhen  behold 

Satan  in  likenefs  of  an  Angel  bright 

Betwixt  the  Centaur  and  the  Scorpion  fteering 

His  zenith,  while  the  fun  in  Aries  rofe  : 

Difguis'd  he  came,  but  thofe  his  children  dear        330 

Their  parent  foon  difcern'd,  though  in  difguife. 

He  after  Eve  feduc'd,  unminded  flunk 

Into  the  wood  faft  by,  and  changing  fhape 

To'  obferve  the  fequel,  faw  his  guileful  adl 

By  Eve,  though  all  unweeting,  feconded  335 

Upon  her  hulhand,  faw  their  ihame  that  fought 

Vain  covertures  ;  but  when  he  faw  defcend 

The  Son  of  God  to  judge  them,  terrify 'd 

He  fled,  not  hoping  to  efcape,  but  fliun 

The  prefent,  fearing  guilty  what  his  wrath  343 

Might  fuddenly  inflict;  that  pafl,  return'd 

By  night,  and  liiVning  where  the  haplefs  pair 

Sat  in  their  fad  difcourfe,  and  various  plaint. 

Thence  gather 'd  his  own  doom,  which  underfliood 

Not  infl:ant,  but  of  future  time,  with  joy  345 

And  tidings  fraught,  to  Hell  he  now  return'd. 

And  at  the  brink  of  Chaos,  near  the  foot 

Of  this  new  wondrous  pontifice,  unhop'd 

Met  who  to  meet  him  came,  his  ofl^spring  dear. 

Great  joy  was  at  their  meeting,  and  at  fight  350 

Of  that  fl:upendous  bridge  his  joy  incr^s'd. 

Long  he  admiring  ftood,  till  Sin,  his  fair 

Inch  anting 
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Inchanting  daughter,  thus  the  filence  broke. 

O  Parent,  thefe  are  thy  magniiic  deeds. 
Thy  trophies,  which  thou  view'ft  as  not  thine  own; 
Thou  art  their  author  and  prime  archited  : 
For  I  no  fooner  in  my  heart  divin'd. 
My  heart,  which  by  a  fccret  harmony 
Still  moves  with  thine,  join'd  in  connexion  fweet. 
That  thou  on  earth  hadft  profpcr'd,  which  thy  looks 
Now  alfo  evidence,  but  ftrait  I  felt 
Though  diftant  from  thee  worlds  between,  yet  felt 
That  I  muil  after  thee  with  this  thy  fon. 
Such  fatal  confequence  unites  us  three : 
Hell  could  no  longer  hold  us  in  her  bounds,  36c 

Nor  this  unvoyageable  gulf  obfcure 
Detain  from  following  thy  illuilrious  track. 
Thou  haft  achiev'd  our  liberty,  confin'd 
Within  Hell  gates  till  now,  thou  us  impower'd 
To  fortify  thus  far,  and  overlay  370 

With  this  portentous  bridge  the  dark  abyfs. 
Thine  now  is  all  this  world ;  thy  virtue'  hath  won 
What  thy  hands  builded  not,  thy  wifdom  gain'd 
With  odds  what  war  hath  loft,  and  fully'  aveng'd 
Our  foil  in  Heav'n;  here  thou  fhalt  monarch  reign,  375 
There  didft  not ;  there  let  him  ftill  vi6lor  fway. 
As  battel  hath  adjudg'd,  from  this  new  v/orld 
Retiring,  by  his  own  doom  alienated. 
And  henceforth  monarchy  with  thee  divide 
Of  all  things  parted  by  th'  empyreal  bounds,  380 

His  quadrature,  from  thy  orbicular  world. 
Or  try  thee  nov/  more  dange'rous  to  his  throne. 

Whom 
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WTiom  thus  the  Prince  of  darknefs  anfwer'd  glad. 
Fair  Daughter,  and  thou  Son  and  Grandchild  both. 
High  proof  ye  now  have  giv'n  to  be  the  race         385 
Of  Satan,  (for  I  glory  in  the  name, 
Antagonift  of  Heav'n's  almighty  king) 
Amply  have  merited  of  me,  of  all 
Th'  infernal  empire,  that  fo  near  heav'n*s  door 
Triumphal  with  triumphal  ad  have  met,  390 

Mine  with  this  glorious  work,  and  made  one  realm 
Hell  and  this  world,  one  realm,  one  continent 
Of  eafy  thorough-fare.     Therefore  while  I 
Defcend  through  darknefs,  on  your  road  with  eafe. 
To  my  affociate  Pow'rs,  them  to  acquaint  395 

With  thefe  fucceffes,  and  with  them  rejoice. 
You  two  this  way,  among  thefe  numerous  orbs 
All  yours,  right  down  to  Paradife  defcend ; 
There  dwell  and  reign  in  blifs,  thence  on  the  earth 
Dominion  exercife  and  in  the  air,  400 

Chiefly  on  Man,  fole  lord  of  all  declar'd. 
Him  fir  ft  make  fure  your  thrall,  and  laftly  kill. 
My  fubftitutes  I  fend  you,  and  create 
Plenipotent  on  earth  of  matchlefs  might 
Iffuing  from  me :  on  your  joint  vigor  now  405 

My  hold  of  this  new  kingdom  all  depends. 
Through  Sin  to  Death  expos 'd  by  my  exploit. 
If  your  joint  pow*r  prevail,  th'  affairs  of  Hell 
No  detriment  need  fear ;  go  and  be  ftrong. 

So  faying  he  difmifs'd  them;  they  with  fpeed    410 
Their  courfe  through  thickeft  conftellations  held. 
Spreading  their  bane ;  the  blafted  ftars  look'd  wan, 

3  And 
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And  planets,  planet- ftruck,  real  eclipfe 

Then  fuffer'd.     Th'  other  way  Satan  went  down 

The  caufey  to  Hell  gate;  on  either  fide  415 

Difparted  Chaos  over  built  exclain'd. 

And  with  rebounding  furge  the  bars  afTiiil'd, 

That  fcorn'd  his  indignation  :  through  the  gate. 

Wide  open  and  unguarded,  Satan  pafs'd. 

And  all  about  found  defolate  ;  for  thofe  420 

Appointed  to  fit  there,  had  left  their  charge. 

Flown  to  the  upper  world ;  the  reft  were  all 

Far  to  th'  inland  retir'd,  about  the  walls 

Of  Pandemonium,  city  and  proud  feat 

Of  Lucifer,  fo  by  allufion  call'd  425 

Of  that  bright  ftar  to  Satan  paragon'd. 

There  kept  their  watch  the  legions,  while  the  Grand 

In  council  fat,  folicitous  what  chance 

Might  intercept  their  empe'ror  fent ;  fo  he 

Departing  gave  command,  and  they  obferv'd.        430 

As  when  the  Tartar  from  his  Ruffian  foe 

By  Aftracan  over  the  fnowy  plains 

Retires,  or  Baflrian  Sophi  from  the  horns 

Of  Turkilh  crefcent,  leaves  all  wafte  beyond 

The  realm  of  Aladulc,  in  his  retreat  43^ 

To  Tauris  or  Cafbeen  :  So  thcfe  the  late 

Keav'n-baniili'd  hoft,  left  defert  utmoft  Hell 

Many  a  dark  league,  reduc'd  in  careful  watch 

Round  their  metropolis,  and  now  expelling 

Each  hour  their  great  adventurer  from  the  fearch   /\^9 

Of  foreign  worlds ;  he  through  the  midft  unmark'd. 

In  fhow  plebeian  Angel  militant 

Of 
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Of  lowefl:  order,  pafs'd;  and  from  the  door 

Of  that  Plutonian  hall,  invifible 

Afcended  his  high  throne,  which  under  flate  A45 

Of  richell  texture  fpread,  at  the  upper  end 

Was  plac'd  in  regal  luflre.     Down  a  while 

He  fat,  and  round  about  him  favv  unfeen : 

At  laft  as  from  a  cloud  his  fulgent  head 

And  fhape  ftar-bright  appear'd,  or  brighter,  clad   450 

With  what  permifiive  glory  fmce  his  fall 

Was  left  him,  or  falfe  glitter :  All  amaz'd 

At  that  fo  fudden  blaze  the  Stygian  throng 

Bent  their  afped,  and  whom  they  wiih'd  beheld. 

Their  mighty  chief  return'd  :  loud  was  th'  acclame  : 

Forth  rufh'd  in  hafle  the  great  confulting  peers. 

Raised  from  their  dark  Divan,  and  with  like  joy 

Congratulant  approach 'd  him,  who  with  hand 

Silence,  and  with  thefe  words  attention  won. 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 
For  in  pofTeffion  fuch,  not  only*  of  right, 
I  call  you  and  declare  you  now,  return'd 
Succefsful  beyond  hope,  to  lead  you  forth 
Triumphant  out  of  this  infernal  pit 
Abominable,  accurs'd,  the  houfe  of  woe,  465 

And  dungeon  of  our  tyrant :  now  poflefs. 
As  Lords,  a  fpacious  world,  to'  our  native  Heaven 
Little  inferior,  by  my  adventure  hard 
With  peril  great  achiev'd.     Long  were  to  tell 
What  I  have  done,  what  fufFer'd,  with  what  pain   470 
Voyag'd  th'  unreal,  vaft,  unbounded  deep 
Of  horrible  confufion,  over  which 

By 
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By  Sin  and  Death  a  broad  way  now  is  pav'd 

To  expedite  your  glorious  march ;  but  I 

Toil'd  out  my  uncouth  pafTage,  forc'd  to  ride        475 

Th*  untradable  abyfs,  plung'd  in  the  womb 

Of  unoriginal  Night  and  Chaos  wild. 

That  jealous  of  their  fecrets  fiercely'  oppos'd 

My  journey  ftrange,  with  clamorous  uproar 

Protefting  fate  fupreme  ;  thence  how  I  found         480 

The  new-created  world,  which  fame  in  Heaven 

Long  had  foretold,  a  fabric  wonderful 

Of  abfolute  perfection,  therein  Man 

Plac'd  in  a  Paradife,  by  our  exile 

Made  happy  :  Him  by  fraud  I  have  feduc'd  485 

From  his  Creator,  and  the  more  to'  increafe 

Your  wonder,  with  an  apple ;  he  thereat 

Offended,  worth  your  laughter,  hath  giv'n  up 

Both  his  beloved  Man  and  all  his  world. 

To  Sin  and  Death  a  prey,  and  fo  to  us,  4^0 

Without  our  hazard,  labor,  or  alarm. 

To  range  in,  and  to  dwell,  and  over  Man 

To  rule,  as  over  all  he  fhould  have  rul'd. 

True  is,  me  alfo  he  hath  judg'd,  or  rather 

Me  not,  but  the  brute  ferpent  in  whofe  fhape         495 

Man  I  deceiv'd  :  that  which  to  me  belongs. 

Is  enmity,  which  he  will  put  between 

Me  and  mankind ;  I  am  to  bruife  his  heel ; 

His  feed,  when  is  not  fet,  Ihall  bruife  my  head : 

A  world  who  would  not  purchafe  with  a  bruife,      500 

Or  much  more  grievous  pain  ?  Ye  have  th'  account 

Of  my  performance  :  What  remains,  ye  Gods, 

But 
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But  up  and  enter  now  into  full  blifs  ? 

So  having  iaid,  a  while  he  flood,  expelling 
Their  univerfal  ftiout  and  high  applaufe  505 

To  fill  his  ear,  when  contrary  he  hears 
On  all  fides,  from  innumerable  tongues 
A  difmal  univerfal  hifs,  the  found 
Of  public  fcom ;  he  wonder'd,  but  not  long 
Had  leifure,  wond'ring  at  himfelf  now  more  ;  510 

His  vifage  drawn  he  felt  to  fharp  and  fpare. 
His  arms  clung  to  his  ribs,  his  legs  intv/ining 
Each  other,  till  fupplanted  down  he  fell 
A  nionftrous  ferpent  on  his  belly  prone, 
Reiudant,  but  in  vain,  a  greater  pov/er  51- 

Now  rul'd  him,  punilh'd  in  the  fhape.  he  fmn'd 
According  to  his  doom :  he  would  have  fpoke. 
But  hifs  for  hifs  return'd  with  forked  tongue 
To  forked  tongue,  for  now  were  all  trans  form 'd 
Alike,  to  ferpents  all  as  accefibries  52.0 

To  his  bold  riot :  dreadful  was  the  din 
Of  hifiing  through  the  hall,  thick  fvvarming  now 
With  complicated  monflers  head  and  tail. 
Scorpion,  and  Afp,  and  Amphifbsna  dire, 
Cerailes  horn'd,  Hydrus,  and  Elops  drear,  525 

And  Dipfas  (not  fo  thick  fwarm'd  once  the  foil 
Bedropt  with  blood  of  Gorgon,  or  the  ile 
Ophiufa)  but  Hill  greateft  he  the  midil. 
Now  Dragon  grown,  larger  than  whom  the  fun 
Ingender'd  in  the  Pythian  vale  on  fllme,  530 

Huge  Python,  and  his  pov/'r  no  lefs  he  feem'd 
Above  the  reft  ftill  to  retain ;  they  all 

Him 
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Him  followed  iffuing  forth  to  th'  open  field. 
Where  all  yet  left  of  that  revolted  rout 
Heav'n-fall'n,  in  ftation  flood  or  juft  array,  53 j 

Sublime  with  expedation  when  to  fee 
In  triumph  iffuing  forth  their  glorious  chief: 
They  faw,  but  other  fight  inftead,  a  crowd 
Of  ugly  ferpents ;  horror  on  them  fell. 
And  horrid  fympathy ;  for  what  they  faw,  5  40 

They  felt  themfelves  now  changing ;  down  their  arms, 
Down  fell  both  fpear  and  (hieldj  down  they  as  fall. 
And  the  dire  hifs  renew 'd,  and  the  dire  form 
Catch'd  by  contagion,  like  in  punifhment. 
As  in  their  crime.     Thus  was  th'  applaufe  they  meant 
Turn'd  to  exploding  hifs,  triumph  to  fhame 
Call  on  themfelves  from  their  own  mouths.  There  Hood 
A  grove  hard  by,  fprung  up  with  this  their  change. 
His  will  who  reigns  above,  to  aggravate 
Their  penance,  laden  with  fair  fruit,  like  that         5^0 
Which  grew  in  Paradife,  the  bait  of  Eve 
Us'd  by  the  Tempter  :  on  that  profpe6t  ftrange 
Their  earnell  eyes  they  fix'd,  imagining 
For  one  forbidden  tree  a  multitude 
Now  ris'n,  to  work  them  further  woe  or  Ihame;     ^^^ 
Yet  parch'd  with  fcalding  thirll  and  hunger  fierce. 
Though  to  delude  them  fent,  could  not  abllain, 
'But  on  they  roU'd  in  heaps,  and  up  the  trees 
Climbing,  fat  thicker  than  the  fnaky  locks 
That  curl'd  Megaera  :  greedily  they  pluck'd  56® 

The  fruitage  fair  to  fight,  like  that  v;hich  grew 
Near  that  bituminous  lake  where  Sodom  ilam'd; 

This 


^4  i^ARADISE     LOST.  Book  X, 

This  more  delufive,  not  the  touch,  but  tafle 

Deceiv'd;  they  fondly  thinking  to  allay 

Their  appetite  with  guH,  infiead  of  fruit  565 

Chew'd  bitter  aihes,  which  th*  oiFended  tafle 

With  fpattering  noife  rejected:  oft  they'  affay'd. 

Hunger  and  thirft  conilraining,  drug^d  as  oft. 

With  hatefuUeft  difrelifh  writh'd  their  jaws 

With  foot  and  cinders  nil'd:  fo  oft  they  fell  570 

Into  the  fame  illuiion,  not  as  Man  [plagu'd 

Whom  they  triumph'd  once  laps'd.     Thus  were  tiiey 

And  worn  with  famine,  long  and  ceafelefs  hifs. 

Till  their  loft  Ihape,  permitted,  they  refum'd. 

Yearly  injoin'd,  fome  fay,  to  undergo  575 

This  annual  humbling  certain  number'd  days. 

To  dafii  their  pride,  and  joy  for  man  feduc'd. 

However  fome  tradition  they  difpers'd 

Among  the  Heathen  of  their  purchafe  got. 

And  fabled  how  the  Serpent,  whom  they  call'd      58© 

Ophion  with  Eurynome,  the  wide 

Encroaching  Eve  perhaps,  had  firft  the  rule 

Of  liigh  Olympus,  thence  by  Saturn  driven 

And  Ops,  ere  yet  Diclsan  Jove  was  born. 

Mean  while  in  Paradife  the  helliih  pair  585 

Too  foon  arriv'd.  Sin  there  in  pow'r  before. 
Once  adual,  now  in  body,  and  to  dwell 
Habitual  habitant ;  behind  her  Death 
Clofe  following  pace  for  pace,  not  mounted  yet 
On  his  pale  horfe  :  to  whom  Sin  thus  began.  590 

Second  of  Satan  fprung,  all-conqu'ring  Death, 
What  think'ft  thou  of  our  empire  now,  though  earn'd 

With 
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With  travel  difficult,  not  better  far 

Than  ftill  at  Hell's  dark  threlliold  to'  have  fat  watch, 

Unnam'd,  undreaded,  and  thyfelf  half  ftarv'd  ?       595 

Whom  thus  the  Sin-born  moniler  anfwer'd  foon. 
To  me,  who  with  eternal  famin  pine> 
Alike  is  Hell,  or  Paradife,  or  Heaven, 
There  beft,  where  moll  with  ravin  I  may  meet ; 
Which  here,  though  plenteous,  all  too  little  feems     600 
To  fluff  this  maw,  this  vafl  unhide-bound  corps. 

To  whom  th'  inceiliious  mother  thus  reply'd. 
Thou  therefore  on  thefe  herbs,  and  fruits,  and  flowers 
Feed  firfl,  on  each  beaft  next,  and  fifh,  and  fowl. 
No  homely  morfels ;  and  whatever  thing  605 

The  fithe  of  Time  mowes  down,  devour  unfpar'd ; 
Till  I  in  Man  refiding  through  the  race. 
His  thoughts,  his  looks,  words,  adlions  all  infedl. 
And  feafon  him  thy  lall  and  fweetefl  prey. 

This  faid,  they  both  betook  them  feveral  ways,  610 
Both  to  dcflroy,  or  unimmortal  make 
All  kinds,  and  for  deflrudion  to  mature 
Sooner  or  later ;  which  tli'  Almighty  feeing. 
From  his  tranfcendent  feat  the  Saints  among. 
To  thofe  bright  Orders  uttcr'd  thus  his  voice.        615 

See  with  what  heat  thefe  dogs  of  Hell  advance 
To  wafle  and  havoc  yonder  world,  which  I 
So  fair  and  good  created,  and  had  flill 
Kept  in  that  flate,  had  not  the  folly'  of  Man 
Let  in  thefe  wafleful  furies,  who  impute  620 

Folly  to  me,  fo  doth  the  prince  of  Hell 
And  his  adherents,  that  with  fo  much  cafe 

Vol.  X[.  F  I  fuffer 
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I  fuffer  them  to  enter  and  poffefs 

A  place  fo  heav'nly,  and  conniving  feem 

To  gratify  my  fcornful  enemies,  625 

That  laugh,  as  if,  tranfported  with  fome  fit 

Of  paflion,  I  to  them  had  quitted  all. 

At  random  yielded  up  to  their  mifrule ; 

And  know  not  that  I  call'd  and  drew  them  thither 

My  Hell-hounds,  to  lick  up  the  dralF  and  filth        630 

Which  Man's  polluting  fin  with  taint  hath  {hed 

On  what  was  pure,  till  cramm'd  and  gorg'd,  nigh  hurU 

With  fuck'd  and  glutted  ofFal,  at  one  fling 

Of  thy  vidlorious  arm,  well-pleafing  Son, 

Both  Sin,  and  Death,  and  yawning  Grave  at  lail:    635 

Through  Chaos  hurl'd,  obftrudl  the  mouth  of  Hell 

For  ever,  and  feal  up  his  ravenous  jaws. 

Then  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd  fliall  be  made  pure 

To  fandity  that  Ihall  receive  no  ftain : 

Till  then  the  curfe  pronounced  on  both  precedes.    640 

He  ended,  and  the  heav'nly  audience  loud 
Sung  Halleluiah,  as  the  found  of  feas. 
Through  multitude  that  fung  :  Jufl  are  thy  ways. 
Righteous  are  thy  decrees  on  all  thy  works ; 
Who  can  extenuate  thee  ?  Next,  to  the  Son,  645 

Deflin'd  reilorer  of  mankind,  by  whom 
New  Heav'n  and  Earth  fhall  to  the  ages  rife. 
Or  down  from  Heav'n  defcend.     Such  was  their  fong. 
While  the  Creator  calling  forth  by  name 
His  mighty  Angels  gave  them  fcveral  charge         6^0 
As  forted  befi:  with  prefent  things.     The  fun 
Had  firfc  his  precept  fo  to  move,  fo  fliine^ 

As 
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As  might  affeft  the  earth  with  cold  and  heat 

Scarce  tolerable,  and  from  the  north  to  call 

Decrepit  winter,  from  the  fouth  to  bring  6^^ 

Solllitial  fummer's  heat.     To  the  blanc  moon 

Her  office  they  prefcrib'd,  to  th'  other  five 

Their  planetary  motions  and  afpefls 

In  fextile,  fquare,  and  trine,  and  oppofit 

Of  noxious  efficacy,  and  when  to  join  660 

In  fynod  unbenign ;  and  taught  the  fix'd 

Their  influence  malignant  when  to  ftiower, 

Which  of  them  rifing  with  the  fun,  or  falling. 

Should  prove  tempeduous :  To  the  \vinds  they  fet 

Their  corners,  when  with  blufter  to  confound         665 

Sea,  air,  and  fhpre,  the  thunder  when  to  roll 

With  terror  tlirough  the  dark  aereal  hall. 

Some  fay  he  bid  his  angels  turn  afcanfe 

The  poles  of  earth  twice  ten  degrees  and  more 

From  the  fun's  axle,  they  with  labor  pulh'd  670 

Oblique  the  centric  globe  :  Some  fay  the  fun 

Was  bid  turn  reins  from  th'  equinoctial  road 

Like  diflant  breadth  to  Taurus  with  the  feven 

Atlantic  Sillers,  and  the  Spartan  Twins 

Up  to  the  Tropic  Crab  ;  thence  down  amain         675 

By  Leo  and  the  Virgin  and  the.  Scales, 

As  deep  as  Capricorn,  to  bring  in  change 

Of  feafons  to  each  clime;  elfe  had  the  fpring 

Perpetual  fmil'd  on  earth  with  vemant  flowers. 

Equal  in  days  and  nights,  except  to  thofe  6 80 

Beyond  the  polar  circles ;  to  them  day 

Had  unbenightcd  flione,  while  the  low  fun 

F2  To 
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To  recompenfe  his  dlilance,  in  their  fight 

Had  rounded  ftill  th'  horizon,  and  not  known 

Or  eaft  or  weft,  which  had  forbid  the  fnow  685 

From  cold  Eftotiland,  and  fouth  as  far 

Beneath  Magellan.     At  that  tafted  fruit 

The  fun,  as  from  Thyeftean  banquet,  turn'd 

His  courfe  intended  ;  elfe  how  had  the  world 

Inhabited,  though  fmlefs,  more  than  now,  690 

Avoided  pinching  cold  and  fcorching  heat  ? 

Thefe  changes  in  the  Heav'ns,  though  flow,  produc'd 

Like  change  on  fea  and  land,  fideral  blaft. 

Vapor,  and  mift,  and  exhalation  hot. 

Corrupt  and  peftilent :  Now  from  the  north  695 

Of  Norumbega,  and  the  Samoed  fhore, 

Burlling  their  brazen  dungeon,  arm'd  with  ice 

And  fnow  and  hail  and  ftormy  guft  and  flaw, 

Boreas  and  Cscias  and  Argcftes  loud 

And  Thrafcias  rend  the  woods  and  fcas  upturn;     700 

With  adverfe  blaft  upturns  them  from  the  fouth 

Notus  and  Afer  black  with  thundrous  clouds 

From  Serraliona;  thwart  of  thefe  as  fierce 

Forth  rufli  the  Levant  and  the  Ponent  winds 

Eurus  and  Zephyr  with  their  lateral  noife,  705 

Sirocco,  and  Libecchio.     Thus  began 

Outrage  from  lifelefs  things ;  but  Difcord  firft 

Daughter  of  Sin,  among  th'  irrational. 

Death  introduc'd  through  fierce  antipathy  : 

Beaft  now  with  beaft  'gan  war,  and  fowl  with  fowl,    710 

And  fifli  with  fifh;  to  graze  the  herb  all  leaving, 

Dcvoar'd  each  other ;  nor  ftood  much  in  awe 

Of 
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Of  Man,  but  fled  him,  or  with  count'nance  grim 

Glar'd  on  him  pafling.     Thefe  were  from  without 

The  growing  miferies  which  Adam  faw  715 

Already'  in  part,  though  hid  in  gloomieft  ihade. 

To  forrow'  abandon'd,  but  worfe  felt  within. 

And  in  a  troubled  fea  of  paffion  toft. 

Thus  to  difljurden  fought  with  fad  complaint. 

O  miferable  of  happy  !  is  this  the  end  720 

Of  this  new  glorious  world,  and  me  fo  late 
The  glory  of  that  glory,  who  now  become 
Accurs'd  of  blefled,  hide  me  from  the  face 
Of  God,  whom  to  behold  was  then  my  highth 
Of  happinefs  1  Yet  well,  if  here  would  end  725 

The  mifery  ;  I  defer v'd  it,  and  would  bear 
My  own  defervings ;  but  this  will  not  fervei 
All  that  I  eat  or  drink,  or  fhall  beget. 
Is  propagated  curfe.     O  voice  once  heard 
Delightfully,  Increaf:  and  multiply ^  7^0 

Now  death  to  heai*  !  for  what  can  I  increafe 
Or  multiply,  but  curfes  on  my  head  ? 
Who  of  all  ages  to  fucceed,  but  feeling 
The  evil  on  him  brought  by  me,  will  curfe 
My  head  ?  Ill  fare  our  anceilor  impure,  73 r 

For  this  we  may  thank  Adam;  but  his  thanks 
Shall  be  the  execration  1   So  befides 
Mine  own  that  bide  upon  me,  all  from  me 
Shall  with  a  fierce  reflux  on  me  redound. 
On  me  as  on  their  natural  center  light  740 

Heavy,  though  in  their  place.     O  fleeting  joys 
Of  Paradife,  dear  bought  with  lafting  woes  1 

F3  Did 
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Did  I  requell  thee,  Maker,  from  my  clay- 
To  mold  me  Man,  did  I  folicit  thee 
From  darknefs  to  promote  me,  or  here  place  745 

In  this  delicious  garden  ?  as  my  will 
Concur'd  not  to  my  be'ing,  it  were  but  right 
And  equal  to  reduce  me  to  my  duft, 
Defirous  to  refign  and  render  back 
All  I  receiv'd,  unable  to  perform  7^0 

Thy  terms  too  hard,  by  which  I  was  to  hold 
The  good  I  fought  not.     To  the  lofs  of  that. 
Sufficient  penalty,  why  haft  thou  added 
The  fenfe  of  endiefs  woes  ?  inexplicable 
Thy  juftice  fecms.    Yet,  to  fay  truth,  too  late         75^ 
I  thus  conteft;  then  fhould  have  been  refus'd 
Thofe  terms  whatever,  when  they  were  propos'd  : 
Thou  didft  accept  them :  w41t  thou'  enjoy  the  good. 
Then  cavil  the  conditions  r  and  though  God 
Made  thee  without  thy  leave,  what  if  thy  fon  760 

Prove  difobedient,  and  reprov'd,  retort. 
Wherefore  didft  thou  beget  me  :  I  fought  it  not : 
Wouldft  thou  admit  for  his  contempt  of  thee 
That  proud  excufe  ?  yet  him  not  thy  eledion. 
But  natural  necefTity  begot.  765 

God  made  thee'  of  choice  his  own,  and  of  his  own 
To  ferve  him ;  thy  reward  was  of  his  grace. 
Thy  punifnment  then  juftly'  is  at  his  will. 
Be'  it  fo,  for  I  fubmit;  his  doom  is  fair. 
That  duft  I  am,  and  fliall  to  duft  return  :  770 

O  welcome  hour  whenever  I  why  delaj's 
Kis  hand  to  execute  what  his  dec-ee 

Fix'd 
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Fix'd  on  this  day  ?  why  do  I  overhve. 

Why  am  I  mock'd  with  death,  and  lengthen'd  out 

To  deathlefs  pain  ?  how  gladly  would  I  meet         775 

Mortahty  my  fentence,  and  be  earth 

Infenfible  !   how  glad  would  lay  me  down 

As  in  my  mother's  lap  ?  there  I  fhould  reft 

And  fleep  fecure ;  his  dreadful  voice  no  more 

Would  thunder  in  my  ears,  no  fear  of  worfe  780 

To  me  and  to  my  offspring  would  torment  me 

With  cruel  expeftation.     Yet  one  doubt 

Purfues  me  IHll,  left  all  I  cannot  die. 

Left  that  pure  breath  of  life,  the  fpi'rit  of  Man 

Which  God  infpir'd,  cannot  together  perifh  785 

With  this  corporeal  clod ;  then  in  the  grave. 

Or  in  fome  other  difmal  place,  who  knows 

But  I  Ihall  die  a  living  death  r  O  thought 

Horrid,  if  true  !  yet  why  ?  it  was  but  breath 

Of  life  that  fmn'd ;  what  dies  but  what  had  life      790 

And  fm  ?  the  body  properly  hath  neither. 

All  of  me  then  fhall  die  :  let  this  appeafe 

The  doubt,  fmce  human  reach  no  further  knows. 

For  though  the  Lord  of  all  be  infinite. 

Is  his  wrath  alfo  ?  be  it,  Man  is  not  fo,  7p^ 

But  mortal  doom'd.     How  can  he  exercife 

Wrath  without  end  on  Man  whom  death  muft  end  ? 

Can  he  make  deathlefs  death  ?  that  were  to  make 

Strange  contradidion,  which  to  God  himfelf 

Lupoflible  is  held,  as  argument  80O 

Of  weaknefs,  not  of  pow'r.     Will  he  draw  out. 

For  anger's  fake,  finite  to  infinite 

F4  In 
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In  punifh'd  Man,  to  fatisfy  his  rigor 

Sadsfy'd  never  ?  that  were  to  extend 

H's  fentence  beyond  duft  and  nature's  law,  8q5 

By  which  all  caufes  elle  according  Hill 

To  the  reception  of  their  matter  adl. 

Not  to  th'  extent  of  their  own  fphere.    But  fay 

That  death  be  not  one  Uroke,  as  I  fuppos'd. 

Bereaving  fenfe,  but  endlefs  niifery  8,lo 

From  this  day  onward,  which  I  feel  begun 

Both  in  me,  and  wichout  me,  and  fo  laft 

To  perpetuity  ;  Ay  me,  that  fear 

Comes  thundering  back  witli  dreadful  revolution 

On  my  defenfelefs  head;  both  Death  and  I  815 

Are  found  eternal,  and  incorporate  both. 

Nor  I  on  my  part  fmgle,  in  me  all 

Poflerity  flands  curs'd  :  Fair  patrimony 

That  [  muft  leave  ye.  Sons ;  O  were  I  able 

To  wafte  it  all  myfelf,  and  leave  ye  none  1  Bzq 

So  difmherited  how  would  you  blefs 

Me  now  your  curfe  !   Ah,  why  fhould  all  mankind 

For  one  man's  fault  thus  guiltlefs  be  condemn'd. 

If  guihlefs  ?  But  from  me  what  can  proceed. 

But  all  corrupt,  both  mind  and  will  deprav'd  825 

Not  to  do  onty,  but  to  will  the  fame 

With  me  ?  how  can  they  then  acquitted  iland 

In  fight  of  God  ?  Him  after  all  difputes 

Forc'd  I  abfolve  :  all  my  evafjons  vain. 

And  reafonings,  though  through  mazes,  lead  me  ftilj 

But  to  my  own  convidion  :  firll  and  lalt 

On  me,  me  only,  as  the  fource  and  fpring 

Of 
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Of  all  corruption,  all  the  blame  lights  due ; 

3o  might  the  wrath.    Fond  wilh  !  couldft  thou  fupport 

That  burden  heavier  than  the  earth  to  bear,  835 

Than  all  the  world  much  heavier,  though  divided 

With  that  bad  Woman  ?  Thus  what  thou  defir'ft 

And  what  thou  fear'ft,  ahke  deltroys  all  hope 

Of  refuge,  and  concludes  thee  miferablc 

Beyond  all  pad  example  and  future,  840 

To  Satan  only  Hke  both  crime  and  doom. 

0  Confcience,  into  what  abyfs  of  fears 

And  horrors  haft  thou  driv'n  me ;  out  of  which 

1  find  no  way,  from  deep  to  deeper  plung'd  ! 

Thus  Adam  to  himfelf  lamented  loud  845 

Through  the  ftill  night,  not  now,  as  ere  Man  fell, 
Wholefome  and  cool,  and  mild,  but  witli  black  air 
Accompanied,  v/ith  damps  and  dreadful  gloom. 
Which  to  his  evil  confcience  reprefented 
All  things  with  double  terror  :  on  the  ground        850 
Outflretch'd  he  lay,  on  the  cold  ground,  and  oft 
Curs'd  his  creation,  death  as  oft  accus'd 
Of  tardy  execution,  fmce  denounc'd 
The  day  of  his  offenfe.     Why  comes  not  death. 
Said  he,  with  one  thrice  acceptable  ftroke  855 

To  end  me  ?  Ihall  truth  fail  to  keep  her  word, 
Jufiice  divine  not  haften  to  be  juft? 
But  death  comes  not  at  call,  juftice  divine 
Mends  not  her  floweft  pace  for  prayers  or  cries. 
O  woods,  O  fountains,  hillocs,  dales  and  bovvers,    860 
With  other  echo  late  I  taught  your  ihades 
To  anfwer,  and  refound  far  other  fong. 

Whom 
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Whom  thus  afflifted  when  fad  Eve  beheld, 
Defolate  where  (he  fat,  approaching  nigh. 
Soft  words  to  his  fierce  pafTion  ihe  aflay'd  :  865 

But  her  with  Hern  regard  he  thus  repell'd. 

Out  of  my  fight,  thou  Serpent ;  that  name  beft 
Befits  thee  with  him  leagu'd,  thyfelf  as  falfe 
And  hateful;  nothing  wants,  but  that  thy  fhape. 
Like  his,  and  color  ferpentine,  may  fhow  870 

Thy  inward  fraud,  to  warn  all  creatures  from  thee 
Henceforth  ;  left  that  too  heav'nly  form,  pretended 
To  hellilh  falfhood,  fnare  them.     But  for  thee 
I  had  perfifted  happy',  had  not  thy  pride 
And  wand'ring  vanity,  when  leaft  was  fafe,  875 

Rejefled  my  forewarning,  and  difdain'd 
Not  to  be  trufted,  longing  to  be  feen 
Though  by  the  Dev'il  himfelf,  him  overweening 
To  over-reach,  but  with  the  ferpent  meeting 
Fool'd  and  beguil'd,  by  him  thou,  I  by  thee,  880 

To  truft  thee  from  my  fide,  imagin'd  wife, 
ConflaTit,  mature,  proof  againft  all  aflTaults, 
And  underftood  not  all  was  but  a  ihow 
Rather  than  folid  virtue',  all  but  a  rib 
Crooked  by  nature,  bent,  as  now  appears,  885 

More  to  the  part  fmifter,  from  me  drawn. 
Well  if  thrown  out,  as  fupernumerary 
To  my  juft  number  found.     O  why  did  God, 
Creator  wife,  that  peopled  higheft  Heaven 
With  Spirits  mafculine,  create  at  laft  890 

This  novelty  on  earth,  this  fair  defeft 
Of  na.ture,  and  not  fill  the  world  at  once 

4  With 
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With  Men  as  Angels  Nsathout  feminine. 

Or  find  fome  other  way  to  generate 

Mankind?  this  mifchief  had  not  then  befall'n,       895 

And  more  that  {hall  befall,  innumerable 

DiHurbances  on  earth  through  female  fnares. 

And  flrait  conjunftion  with  this  fex :  for  either 

He  never  fnall  find  out  fit  mate,  but  fuch 

As  fome  misfortune  brings  him,  or  millake ;  9C0 

Or  whom  he  wifhes  moft  fhall  feldom  gain 

Through  her  perverfenefs,  but  fhall  fee  her  gain'd 

By  a  far  worfe,  or,  if  fne  love,  withheld 

By  parents ;  or  his  happieft  choice  too  late 

Shall  meet,  already  link'd  and  wedlock-bound       905 

To  a  fell  adverfary',  his  hate  or  fhame : 

Which  infinite  calamity  fhall  caufe 

To  human  life,  and  houfhold  peace  confound. 

He  added  not,  and  from  her  turn'd ;  but  Eve 
Not  fo  repuls'd,  with  tears  that  ceas'd  not  flowing^  910 
And  treffes  all  diforder'd,  at  his  feet 
Fell  humble,  and  embracing  them,  bef'^ught 
His  peace,  and  thus  proceeded  in  her  plair.*-. 

Forfake  ms  not  thus,  Adam  :  witnefs  Heaven 
What  love  fmcere,  and  reverence  in  my  heart         01  c 
I  bear  thee,  and  unweeting  have  offended. 
Unhappily  deceiv'd;  thy  fuppliant 
I  beg,  and  clafp  thy  knees ;  bereave  me  not. 
Whereon  I  live,  thy  gentle  looks,  thy  aid. 
Thy  counfel  in  this  uttermoft  diftref^^,  920 

My  only  ftrength  and  liay  :  forlorn  of  rhr'*. 
Whither  fhall  I  betake  me,  where  fubfifl  ? 
^  While 
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While  yet  we  live,  fcarce  one  fhort  hour  perhaps. 

Between  us  two  let  there  be  peace,  both  joining. 

As  join'd  in  injuries,  one  enmity  925 

Againfl:  a  foe  by  doom  exprefs  aflign'd  us. 

That  cruel  Serpent :  On  me  exercife  not 

Thy  hatred  for  this  mifery  befall'n. 

On  me  already  loll,  me  than  thyfelf 

More  miferable ;  both  have  fmn'd,  but  thou  930 

Againft  God  only',  I  againft  God  and  thee. 

And  to  the  place  of  judgment  will  return. 

There  with  my  cries  importune  Heav'n,  that  all 

The  fentence  from  thy  head  remov'd  may  light 

On  me,  fole  caufe  to  thee  of  all  this  woe,  935 

Me,  me  only,  juft  object  of  his  ire. 

She  ended  weeping,  and  her  lowly  plight. 
Immoveable  till  peace  obtain'd  from  fault 
Acknowledg'd  and  deplor'd,  in  Adam  wrought 
Commiferation ;  foon  his  heart  relented  940 

Tow'ards  her,  his  life  (o  late  and  fole  delight. 
Now  at  his  feet  fubmiffive  in  diftrefs. 
Creature  fo  fair  his  reconcilement  feeklng. 
His  counfel,  whom  fne  had  difpleas'd,  his  aid; 
As  one  difarm'd,  his  anger  all  he  loft,  945 

And  thus  with  peaceful  words  uprais'd  her  foon. 

Unwary',  and  too  defirous,  as  before. 
So  now  of  what  thou  know'ft  not,  who  defir'ft 
The  punifhment  all  on  thyfelf;  alas. 
Bear  thine  own  iirft,  ill  able  to  fuftain  950 

His  full  wrath,  whofe  thou  feel'ft  as  yet  leaft  part. 
And  my  difpleafure  bear'll  fo  ill.     If  prayers 

Could 
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Could  alter  high  decrees,  I  to  that  place 

Would  fpeed  before  thee,  and  be  louder  heard. 

That  on  my  head  all  might  be  vifited,  g^^ 

Thy  frailty  and  infirmer  fex  forgiven. 

To  me  committed  and  by  me  exposed. 

But  rife,  let  us  no  more  contend,  nor  blame 

Each  other,  blam'd  enough  elfewhere,  but  fti-ive 

In  offices  of  love,  how  we  may  lighten  ^63 

Each  other's  burden,  in  our  fhare  of  woe; 

Since  this  day's  death  denounc'd,  if  ought  I  fee. 

Will  prove  no  fudden,  but  a  flovv-pac'd  evil, 

A  long  day's  dying  to  augment  our  pain. 

And  to  our  feed  (O  haplefs  feed  !)  deriv'd.  965 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  recovering  heart,  reply 'd. 
Adam,  by  fad  experiment  I  know 
How  little  weight  my  words  with  thee  can  find. 
Found  fo  erroneous,  thence  by  juft  event 
Found  fo  unfortunate  ;  neverthelefs,  g-yo 

Reftor'd  by  thee,  vile  as  I  am^  to  place 
Of  new  acceptance,  hopeful  to  regain 
Thy  love,  the  fole  contentment  of  my  heart 
Living  or  dying,  from  thee  I  will  not  hide 
What  thoughts  in  my  unquiet  breaft  are  rifen,        975 
Tending  to  feme  relief  of  our  extremes. 
Or  end,  though  iharp  and  fad,  yet  tolerable. 
As  in  our  evils,  and  of  eaiier  choice. 
If  care  of  our  defcent  perplex  us  mofl. 
Which  muil  be  born  to  certain  woe,  devour'd        980 
By  Death  at  laft ;  and  raiferable  it  is 

To 
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To  be  to  others  caufe  of  mifery. 
Our  own  begotten,  and  of  our  loins  to  bring 
Into  this  curfed  world  a  woful  race. 
That  after  wretched  life  muft  be  at  laft  985 

Food  for  fo  foul  a  monfler ;  in  thy  power 
It  lies,  yet  ere  conception  to  prevent 
The  race  unblell,  to  be'ing  yet  unbegot. 
Childiefs  thou  art,  childlefs  remain :  fo  Death 
Shall  be  deceiv'd  his  glut,  and  with  us  two  99O 

Be  forc'd  to  fatisfy  his  raver.ous  maw. 
But  if  thou  judge  it  hard  and  difHcult, 
Converfmg,  looking,  loving,  to  abftain 
From  love's  due  rites,  nuptial  embraces  fweet. 
And  with  defire  to  languifh  without  hope,  995 

Before  the  prefent  objed  languishing 
With  like  defire,  wliich  would  be  mifery 
And  torment  lefs  than  none  of  what  we  dread  ; 
Then  both  ourfelves  and  feed  at  once  to  free 
From  what  we  fear  from  both,  let  us  make  ihort,  icgO 
Let  us  feek  Deatli,  or,  he  not  found,  fupply 
With  our  own  hands  his  o£ce  on  ourfelves : 
Why  fland  we  longer  fhivering  under  fears. 
That  fuow  no  end  but  death,  and  have  the  power. 
Of  many  ways,  to  die  the  fnorteit  chooilng,  1005 

Deflrudlion  with  deftrudlion  to  dellroy  ? 
She  ended  here,  or  vehement  defpair 
Broke  off  the  reft;  fo  much  of  death  her  thoughts 
Had  entertain'd,  as  dy'd  her  cheeks  with  pale. 
But  Adam  with  fach  counfel  nothing  fway'd         1010 

Tq 


Book  X,        P  A  R  A  D  I  S  E    L  0  S  T.  79 

To  better  hopes  his  more  attentive  mind 
Lab'ring  had  rais'dj  and  thus  to  Eve  reply'd. 

Eve,  thy  contempt  of  life  and  pleafure  feems 
To  argue  in  thee  fomething  more  fublime 
And  excellent  than  what  thy  mind  contemns ;       1015 
But  felf-deflruftion  therefore  fought,  refutes 
That  excellence  thought  in  thee,  and  implies. 
Not  thy  contempt,  but  anguifh  and  regret 
For  lofs  of  life  and  pleafure  overlov'd. 
Or  if  thou  covet  death,  as  utmofl  end  1023» 

Of  mifery,  fo  thinking  to  evade 
The  penalty  pronounced,  doubt  not  but  God 
Hath  wifelier  arm'd  his  vengeful  ire  than  fo 
To  be  forcftall'd ;  much  more  I  fear  left  death 
So  fnatch'd  will  not  exempt  us  from  the  pain       102^ 
We  are  by  doom  to  pay ;  rather  fuch  acts 
Of  contumacy  will  provoke  the  Higheft 
To  make  death  in  us  live  :  Then  let  us  feek 
Some  fafer  refolution,  which  methinks 
I  have  in  view,  calling  to  mind  with  heed  103s 

Part  of  our  fentence,  that  thy  feed  lliall  bruife 
The  Serpent's  head;  piteous  amends,  unlefs 
Be  meant,  whom  I  conjedure,  our  grand  foe 
Satan,  who  in  the  ferpent  hath  contriv'd 
Againft  us  this  deceit :  to  crufh  his  head  1035 

Would  be  revenge  indeed ;  which  will  be  loft 
By  death  brought  on  ourfelves,  or  childlefs  days 
Refolv'd  as  thou  propofeft;  fo  our  foe 
ShttU  'fcape  his  punifhment  ordain'd,  and  we 

Inftcad. 
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Inftead  ftiall  double  ours  upon  our  heads.  1043 

No  more  be  mention'd  then  of  violence 

Againft  ourfelves,  and  wilful  barrennefs. 

That  cuts  us  off  from  hope,  and  favors  only 

Rancor  and  pride,  impatience  and  defpite, 

Reluftance  agalnfl  God  and  his  juft  yoke  1045 

Laid  on  our  necks.     Remember  with  what  mild 

And  gracious  temper  he  both  heard  and  judg'd 

Without  wrath  or  reviling  ;  we  expefted 

Immediate  diiTolution,  which  we  thought 

Was  meant  by  death  that  day,  when  lo,  to  thee     1050 

Pains  only  in  child-bearing  were  foretold. 

And  bringing  forth,  foon  recompens'd  with  joy. 

Fruit  of  thy  womb :  on  me  the  curfe  aflope 

Glanc'd  on  the  ground ;  with  labor  I  muft  earn 

My  bread;  what  harm?  Idlenefs  had  been  worfe;  1055 

My  labor  will  fuftain  me  ;  and  left  cold 

Or  heat  fhould  injure  us,  his  timely  care 

Hath  unbefought  provided,  and  his  hands 

Cloth'd  us  unworthy,  pitying  while  he  judg'd; 

How  much  more,  if  we  pray  him,  will  his  ear       1060 

Be  open,  and  his  heart  to  pity'  incline. 

And  teach  us  further  by  what  means  to  fhun 

Th'  inclement  feafons,  rain,  ice,  hail,  and  fnow  ? 

Which  now  the  fky  with  various  face  begins 

To  {how  us  in  this  mountain,  while  the  winds        1065 

Blow  moift  and  keen,  {battering  the  graceful  locks 

Of  thofe  fair  fprcading  trees ;  which  bids  us  feck 

Some  better  fnroud,  fome  better  warmth  to  cheri{li 

Our 
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Our  limbs  benumm'd,  ere  this  diurnal  flar 

Leave  cold  the  night,  how  we  his  gather'd  beams   1070 

Refiefted,  may  with  matter  fere  foment 

Or  by  collifion  of  two  bodies  grind 

The  air  attrite  to  fire,  as  late  the  clouds 

Juftling  or  pufh'd  with  winds  rude  in  their  (hock 

Tine  the  flant  lightning,  whofe  thwart  flame  driv'ndown 

Kindles  the  gummy  bark  of  fir  or  pine. 

And  fends  a  comfortable  heat  fi-om  far. 

Which  might  fupply  the  fun :  fuch  fire  to  ufe. 

And  what  may  elfe  be  remedy  or  cure 

To  evils  which  our  owti  mifdeeds  have  wrought,   ig8o 

He  will  inftruft  us  praying,  and  of  grace 

Befeeching  him,  fo  as  we  need  not  fear 

To  pafs  commodloufly  this  life,  fuftain'd 

By  him  with  many  comforts,  till  we  end 

In  duft,  our  final  reft  and  native  home.  10S5 

What  better  can  we  do,  than  to  the  place 

Repairing  where  he  judg'd  us,  proftrate  fall 

Before  him  reverent,  and  there  confefs 

Humbly  our  faults,  and  pardon  beg,  with  tears 

Watering  the  ground,  and  with  our  fighs  the  air    IC90 

Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  iign 

Of  forrow'  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek? 

Undoubtedly  he  will  relent  and  turn 

From  his  difpleafure  ;  in  whofe  look  fercne. 

When  angry  moft  he  feem'd  and  moft  fevere,       IC95 

What  elfe  but  favcr,  grace,  and  mere;'  Ihone  ? 

Vol.  XL  G  So 
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So  fpake  our  father  penitent,  nor  Eve 
Felt  leis  remorfe  :  they  forthwith  to  the  place 
Repairing  where  he  judg'd  them,  proftrate  fell 
Before  him  reverent,  and  both  confefs'd  i  loo 

Humbly  their  faults,  and  pardon  begg'd,  with  tears 
Watering  the  ground,  and  with  their  iighs  the  air 
Frequenting,  fent  from  hearts  contrite,  in  fign 
Of  forrow'  unfeign'd,  and  humiliation  meek. 


THE    END    OF    THE    TENTH     BOOK,. 


THE 


ELEVENTH     BOOK 


O  F 


PARADISE      LOST, 


G    2 


THE      ARGUMENT. 

The  Son  of  God  prefents  to  his  Father  the  prayers  of 
our  firil  parents  now  repenting,  and  intercedes  for 
them:  God  accepts  them,  but  declares  that  they  muii 
no  longer  abide  in  Paradife ;  fends  Michael  with  a 
band  of  Cherubim  to  difpoflefs  them ;  but  firft  to 
reveal  to  Adam  future  things :  Michael's  coming 
down.  Adam  fhows  to  Eve  certain  ominous  figns; 
he  difcerns  Michael's  approach,  goes  out  to  meet 
him;  the  Angel  denounces  their  departure.  Eve's 
Lamentation.  Adam  pleads,  but  fubmits :  The 
Angel  leads  him  up  to  a  high  hill,  fets  before  him 
in  vifion  what  fhall  happen  till  the  flood. 
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THUS  they  in  lowlieft  plight  repentant  ftood 
Praying,  for  from  the  mercy -feat  above 
Prevenient  grace  defcending  had  remov'd 
The  ftony  from  their  hearts,  and  made  new  fleili 
Regenerate  grow  inilead,  that  lighs  now  breath'd      5 
Unutterable,  which  the  Spi'rit  of  prayer 
Infpir'd,  and  wing'd  for  Heaven  vvdth  fpeedier  flight 
Than  loudeft  oratory  :  yet  their  port 
Not  of  mean  fuitors,  nor  important  lefs 
Seem'd  their  petition,  than  when  th'  ancient  pair     lo 
In  fables  old,  lefs  ancient  yet  than  thefe, 
Deucalion  and  chafte  Pyrrha,  to  reil:ore 
The  race  of  mankind  drov/n'd,  before  the  fliriue 
Of  Themis  ftood  devout.     To  Heav'n  their  prayers 
Flew  -up,  nor  mifs'd  the  way,  by  envious  winds         15 
Blown  vagabond  or  frulirate  :  in  they  pafs'd 
Dimenfionlefs  through  heav'nly  doors ;  then  clad 
With  incenfe,  where  the  golden  altar  fum'd. 
By  their  great  intercefTor,  came  in  fight 
Before  the  Father's  throne  :  them  the  glad  Son       20 
Prefenting,  thus  to  intercede  began. 

See,  Father,  what  firit  fruits  oa  earth  are  fprung 

G   T,  From 


86  PARADISE    LOST.         Book  XI, 

From  thy  implanted  grace  in  Man,  thefe  fighs 

And  pray'rs,  which  in  this  golden  cenfer,  mix'd 

With  incenfe,  I  thy  prieft  before  thee  bring ;  25 

Fruits  of  more  pleafmg  favor  from  thy  feed 

Sown  with  contrition  in  his  heart,  than  thofe 

Which  his  own  hand  manuring  all  the  trees 

Of  Paradife  could  have  produc'd,  ere  fall'n 

From  innocence.     Now  therefore  bend  thine  ear      30 

To  fupplication,  hear  his  fighs  though  mute ; 

Unfkilful  with  what  words  to  pray,  let  me 

Interpret  for  him,  me  his  advocate 

And  propitiation  ;  all  his  works  on  me 

Good  or  not  good  ingraft,  my  merit  thofe  35 

Shall  perfeft,  and  for  thefe  my  death  fliall  pay. 

Accept  me,  and  in  me  from  thefe  receive 

The  fmell  of  peace  tow'ard  mankind  ;  let  him  live 

Before  thee  reconcil'd,  at  leaft  his  days 

Number'd,  though  fad,  till  death,  his  doom,  (which  I 

To  mitigate  thus  plead,  not  to  reverfe) 

To  better  life  ihall  yield  him,  where  with  ms 

All  my  redeem 'd  may  dwell  in  joy  and  blifs. 

Made  one  with  me  as  I  with  thee  am  one. 

To  whom  the  Father,  without  cloud,  ferene.         45 
All  thy  requcil:  for  Man,  accepted  Son, 
Obtain ;  all  thy  requeft  was  my  decree  : 
But  longer  in  that  Paradife  to  dwell. 
The  law  I  .^ve  to  nature  him  forbids : 
Thofe  pure  immortal  elements  tliat  know  50 

No  grofs,  no  unharmonious  mixture  fuul, 
Eje<S  him  tainted  now,  and  purge  him  off 

4.  As 
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As  a  diftemper,  grofs  to  air  as  grof^. 

And  mortal  food,  as  may  difpofe  him  belt 

For  dilTolution  wrought  by  fm,  that  firft  55 

Dillemper'd  all  things,  and  of  incorrupt 

Corrupted.     I  at  firii  with  two  fair  gifts 

Created  him  endow'd,  with  happinefs 

And  immortality :  that  fondly  loll. 

This  other  ferv'd  but  to  eternize  woe ;  60 

Till  I  provided  death  ;  fo  death  becomes 

His  final  remedy,  and  after  life 

Try'd  in  (harp  tribulation,  and  refin'd 

By  faith  and  faithful  works,  to  fecond  life, 

Wak'd  in  the  renovation  of  the  juft,  65 

Refigns  him  up  with  Heav'n  and  Earth  renew'd. 

But  let  us  call  to  fynod  all  the  Blefl  [hide 

Through  Heav'n's  wide  bounds ;  from  them  I  will  not 

My  judgments,  how  with  Mankind  1  proceed. 

As  how  with  peccant  Angels  late  they  fav/,  70 

And  in  their  ftate,  though  firm,  ftood  more  confu-m'd. 

He  ended,  and  the  Son  gave  fignal  high 
To  the  bright  miniiler  that  watch'd ;  he  blew 
His  trumpet,  heard  in  Oreb  lince  perhaps 
When  God  defcended,  and  perhaps  once  more  75 

To  found  at  general  doom.     Th'  angelic  blail 
Fill'd  all  the  regions :  from  their  blifsfu!  bowers 
Of  aaiarandn  Ihade,  fountain  or  fpring. 
By  the  waters  of  life,  where'er  they  fat 
in  fellowships  of  joy,  the  fons  of  light  80 

Hailed,  reforting-to  the  fummons  high> 
And  took  their  feits ;  till  from  his  throne  fupreme 

G  +  TL^ 
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Th'  Almighty  thus  pronounc'd  his  fovran  will. 

O  Sons,  like  one  of  us  Man  is  become 
To  know  both  good  and  evil,  fmce  his  tafte  85 

Of  that  defended  fruit;  but  let  him  boaft 
His  knowledge  of  good  loft,  and  evil  got. 
Happier,  had  it  fuffic'd  him  to  have  known 
Good  by  itfelf,  and  evil  not  at  all. 
He  forrows  now,  repents,  and  prays  contrite,  90 

My  motions  in  him  ;  longer  than  they  move. 
His  heart  I  know,  how  variable  and  vain 
Self-left.     Left  therefore  his  now  bolder  hand 
Pvcach  alfo  of  the  tree  of  life,  and  eat. 
And  hve  for  ever,  dream  at  leaft  to  live  95 

For  ever,  to  remove  him  I  decree. 
And  fend  him  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 
The  ground  v/hence  he  was  taken,  fitter  foil. 

Michael,  this  my  beheft  have  thou  in  charge. 
Take  to  thee  from  among  the  Cherubim  100 

Thy  choice  of  flaming  warriors,  left  the  Fiend, 
Or  in  behalf  of  Man,  or  to  invade 
Vacant  pofTefTion,  fome  new  trouble  raife  : 
Hafte  thee,  and  from  the  Paradife  of  God 
Without  rcmorfe  drive  out  the  fmful  pair,  105 

From  hallow'd  ground  th'  unholy,  and  denounce 
To  them  and  to  their  progeny  from  thence 
Perpetual  baniftiment.     Yet  left  they  faint 
At  the  fad  fent^nce  rigoroufly  urg'd. 
For  I  behold  them  ibfteu'd  and  with  tears  1 10 

Bewailing  their  excefs,  all  terror  hide. 
If  patienily  tiiy  bidding  they  obey, 

Difmifs 


Book  XI.        P  A  R  A  D  I  S  E    L  O  S  T.  ^ 

Difmifs  them  not  difconfolate ;  reveal 

To  Adam  what  fhall  come  in  future  days. 

As  I  fhall  thee  inlighten;  intermix  I15 

My  covenant  in  the  Woman's  feed  renew 'd ; 

So  fend  them  forth,  though  forrowing,  yet  in  peace  : 

And  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  garden  place. 

Where  entrance  up  from  Eden  eafieil  climbs. 

Cherubic  watch,  and  of  a  fword  the  flame  1 2o 

Wide-waving,  all  approach  far  off  to  fright. 

And  guard  all  paffage  to  the  tree  of  life : 

Left  Paradife  a  receptacle  prove 

To  Spirits  foul,  and  all  my  trees  their  prey. 

With  whofe  ftoFn  fruit  Man  once  more  to  delude.  125 

He  ceas'd  ;  and  th'  archangelic  Pow'r  prepar'd 
For  fwift  defcent,  with  him  the  cohort  bright 
Of  watchful  Cherubim  ;  four  faces  each 
Kad,  like  a  double  Janus,  all  their  Ihape 
Spangled  with  eyes,  more  numerous  than  thofe        133 
Of  Argus,  and  more  wakeful  than  to  droufe, 
Charm'd  with  Arcadian  pipe,  the  pall'ral  reed 
Of  Hermes,  or  his  opiate  rod.     Mean  while 
To  refalute  the  world  with  facred  light 
Leucothea  wak'd,  and  with  frefli  dews  imbalm'd    135 
The  earth,  when  Adam  and  iirft  matron  Eve 
Had  ended  now  their  orifons,  and  found 
Strength  added  from  above,  new  hope  to  fpring 
Out  of  defpair,  joy,  but  with  fear  yet  link'd  ; 
Which  thus  to  Eve  his  welcom.e  words  renew'd.     i^g 

Eve,  eafily  may  faith  admit,  that  all 
The  good  which. we  enjoy,  from  Hcav'n  dcfccnds ; 

Bur 
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But  that  from  us  ought  (hould  afcend  to  Heaven 

So  prevalent  as  to  concern  the  mind 

Of  God  high-blefl,  or  to  incline  his  will,  145 

Hard  to  belief  may  feem ;  yet  this  will  prayer 

Or  one  fhort  flgh  of  human  breath,  upborne 

Ev'n  to  the  feat  of  God.     For  fmce  I  fought 

By  pray'r  th'  offended  Deity  to'  appeafe, 

Kneel'd  and  before  him  humbled  all  my  heart,       150 

Methought  I  faw  him  placable  and  mild. 

Bending  his  ear;  perfuafion  in  me  grew 

That  I  was  heard  with  favor;  peace  return'd 

Home  to  my  breaft,  and  to  my  memory 

liis  promife,  that  thy  feed  fhall  bruife  our  foe  ;       155 

Which  then  not  minded  in  difmay,  yet  now 

AfTures  me  that  the  bitternefs  of  death 

Is  pafc,  and  we  fhall  live.    Whence  hail  to  thee. 

Eve  rightly  call'd,  mother  of  all  mankind. 

Mother  of  all  things  living,  fmce  by  thee  160 

Man  is  to  live,  and  all  things  live  for  Man. 

To  whom  thus  Eve  with  fad  demeanour  meek. 
Ill  worthy  I  fuch  title  fhould  belong 
To  me  tranlgrelfor,  who  for  thee  ordain 'd 
A  help,  became  thy  fnare ;  to  me  reproach  165 

Rather  belongs,  diilrufl,  and  all  difpraife  : 
But  infinite  in  pardon  was  my  judge. 
That  I,  who  firll  brought  death  on  all,  am  grac'd 
Ihe  fource  of  life  ;  next  favourable  thou. 
Who  highly  thus  to'  intitle  me  vouchfaf'll,  170 

Far  other  name  ceferving.     But  the  field 
To  labor  calls  us  now  with  fweac  impos'd. 

Though 
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Though  after  fleeplefs  night ;  for  fee  the  mom. 
All  unconcern'd  with  our  unreft,  begins 
Her  rofy  progrefs  fmiling;  let  us  forth,  17^ 

I  never  from  thy  fide  henceforth  to  ftray. 
Where'er  our  day's  work  lies,  though  now  injoin'd 
Laborious,  till  day  droop  ;  while  here  we  dwell. 
What  can  be  toilfome  in  thefe  pleafant  walks  ? 
Here  let  us  live,  though  in  fall'n  ftate,  content.       180 

So  fpake,  fo  wifh'd  much-humbled  Eve,  but  fate 
Subfcrib'd  not ;  Nature  firft  gave  figns,  imprefs'd 
On  bird,  beaft,  air,  fuddenly  eclips'd 
A  fter  fhort  blufh  of  morn  ;  nigh  in  her  fight 
The  bird  of  Jove,  ftoop'd  from  his  aery  tour,  iS^ 

Two  birds  of  gayeft  plume  before  him  drove  ; 
Down  from  a  hill  the  beaft  that  reigns  in  woods, 
Firft  hunter  then,  purfu'd  a  gentle  brace, 
Goodlieft  of  all  the  foreft,  hart  and  hind ; 
Dired  to  th'  eaftern  gate  was  bent  their  flight.        190 
Adam  obferv'd,  and  with  his  eye  the  chafe 
Purfoing,  not  unmov'd  to  Eve  thus  fpake. 

O  Eve,  fome  further  change  awaits  us  nigh. 
Which  Heav'n  by  thefe  mute  figns  in  nature  Ihows, 
Forerunners  of  his  purpofe,  or  to  warn  195 

Us  haply  too  fecure  of  our  difcharge 
From  penalty,  becaufe  from  death  releas'd 
Some  days  ;  how  long,  and  what  till  then  our  life. 
Who  knows,  or  more  than  this,  that  we  are  duft. 
And  thither  muft  return  and  be  no  more  ?  200 

Why  elfe  this  double  object  in  our  fight 
Of  riight  purfu'd  in  th'  air,  and  o'er  the  ground. 

One 
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One  way  the  felf-fame  hour  ?  why  in  the  eall 
Darknefs  ere  day's  mid-courfe,  and  morning  light 
More  orient  in  yon  weftern  cloud,  that  draws  205 

O'er  the  blue  firmament  a  radiant  white. 
And  (low  defcends,  with  fomething  heav'niy  fraught? 

He  err'd  not,  for  by  this  the  heav'niy  bands 
Down  from  a  Iky  of  jafper  lighted  now 
In  Paradife,  and  on  a  hill  made  halt,  210 

A  glorious  apparition,  had  not  doubt 
And  carnal  fear  that  day  dimm'd  Adam's  eye. 
Not  that  m-ore  glorious,  when  the  Angels  met 
Jacob  in  jMahanaim,  where  he  faw 
The  field  pavilion'd  with  his  guardians  bright ;      215 
Nor  that  which  on  the  flaming  mount  appear'd 
In  Dothan,  cover'd  with  a  camp  of  fire, 
Againft  the  Syrian  king,  who  to  furprife 
One  man,  aflaflin  like,  had  levied  war. 
War  unproclam'd.    The  princely  Hierarch  220 

In  their  bright  Hand  there  left  his  Pow'rs  to  feife 
PolTeffion  of  the  garden  ;  he  alone. 
To  find  where  Adam  fhelter'd,  took  his  way. 
Not  uaperceiv'd  of  Adam,  who  to  Eve, 
While  the  great  vifitant  approach'd,  thus  fpake.     225 

Eve,  now  expeft  great  tidings,  which  perhaps 
Of  us  will  foon  determin,  or  impofe 
New  laws  to  be  obferv'd  ;  for  I  defcry 
From  yonder  blazing  cloud  that  veils  the  hill 
One  of  the  heav'niy  hoft,  and  by  his  gait  230 

None  of  the  meaneil,  fome  great  Potentate 
Or  of  the  Thrones  above,  fuch  majefly 

Invelis 
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Invefts  him  coming  ;  yet  not  terrible 

That  I  fhould  fear,  nor  fociably  mild. 

As  Raphael,  that  I  ihould  much  confide,  235 

But  folemn  and  fublime,  whom  not  to'  offend. 

With  reverence  I  muft  meet,  and  thou  retire. 

He  ended  ;  and  th'  Arch- Angel  foon  drew  nigh. 
Not  in  his  fhape  celeftial,  but  as  man 
Clad  to  meet  man ;  over  his  lucid  arms  240 

A  military  veil  of  purple  flow'd. 
Livelier  than  Meliboean,  or  the  grain 
Of  Sarra,  worn  by  kings  and  heroes  old 
In  time  of  truce  j  Iris  had  dipt  the  woof; 
His  frarry  helm  unbuckled  fhow'd  him  prime  245 

In  manhood  where  youth  ended ;  by  his  fide 
As  in  a  glift'ring  zodiac  hung  the  fword, 
Satan's  dire  dread,  and  in  his  hand  the  fpcar. 
Adam  bow'd  low ;  he  kingly  from  his  ftate 
Inclin'd  not,  but  his  coming  thus  declar'd.  250 

Adam,  Heav'n's  high  beheil  no  preface  needs : 
Sufficient  that  thy  pray'rs  are  heard,  and  Death, 
Then  due  by  fentence  when  thou  didft  tranfgrefa. 
Defeated  of  his  feifure  many  days 
Giv'n  thee  of  grace,  wherein  thou  may'ft  repent,  255 
And  one  bad  aft  with  many  deeds  well  done 
May  ft  cover  :  well  may  then  thy  Lord  appeas'd 
Redeem  thee  quite  from  Death's  rapacious  clame ; 
But  longer  in  this  Paradife  to  dwell 
Permits  not ;  to  remove  thee  I  am  come,  260 

And  fend  thee  from  the  garden  forth  to  till 
The  ground  v/hence  thou  wad  taken,  fitter  foil. 

He 
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He  added  not,  for  Adam  at  the  news 
Heart-ftruck  with  chilling  gripe  of  forrow  flood. 
That  all  his  fenfes  bound ;  Eve,  who  unfeen  265 

Yet  all  had  heard,  with  audible  lament 
Difcover'd  foon  the  place  of  her  retire. 

O  unexpected  ftroke,  worfe  than  of  Death  ! 
Mull  I  thus  leave  thee,  Paradife  ?  thus  leave 
Thee,  native  foil,  thefe  happy  walks  and  fhades,     270 
Fit  haunt  of  Gods  ?  where  I  had  hope  to  fpend. 
Quiet  though  fad,  the  refpit  of  that  day 
That  muft  be  mortal  to  us  both.     O  flowers. 
That  never  will  in  other  climate  grow. 
My  early  vifitation,  and  my  lall  275 

At  even,  which  I  bred  up  with  tender  hand 
From  the  firfl  opening  bud,  and  gave  you  names. 
Who  now  Ihall  rear  you  to  the  fun,  or  rank 
Your  tribes,  and  water  from  th'  ambrofial  fount  ? 
Thee  lallly,  nuptial  bow'r,  by  me  adorn'd  280 

With  what  to  fight  or  fmell  was  fweet,  from  thee 
How  ihall  I  part,  and  whither  wander  down 
Into  a  lower  world,  to  this  obfcure 
And  wild  ?  how  fliall  we  breathe  in  other  air 
Lefs  pure,  accuflom'd  to  immortal  fruits  .''  285 

Whom  thus  the  Angel  interrupted  mild. 
Lament  not.  Eve,  but  patiently  refign 
What  j. illy  thou  hafl  loft;  nor  fet  thy  heart. 
Thus  over-fond,  on  that  which  is  not  thine. 
Thy  going  is  not  lonely  ;  with  thee  goes  290 

Thy  hufband ;  him  to  follow  thou  art  bound  ; 
Where  he  abides,  think  there  thy  native  foil. 

Adam 
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Adam  by  this  from  the  cold  fudden  damp 
Recovering,  and  his  fcatter'd  fpi'rits  return'd. 
To  Michael  thus  his  humble  words  addrefs'd.         295 

Celeflial,  whether  among  the  Thrones,  or  nam'd 
Of  them  the  high'eft,  for  fuch  of  {hape  may  feem 
Prince  above  princes,  gently  haft  thou  told 
Thy  melTage,  which  might  elfe  in  telling  wound, 
And  in  performing  end  us ;  what  beiides  300 

Of  forrow  and  dejedion  and  defpair 
Our  frailty  can  fuftain,  thy  tidings  bring. 
Departure  from  this  happy  place,  our  fweet 
Recefs,  and  only  confolation  left 
Familiar  to  our  eyes,  all  places  elfe  305 

Inhofpitable'  appear  and  defolate. 
Nor  knowing  us  nor  known  :  and  if  by  prayer 
Inceffant  I  could  hope  to  change  the  will 
Of  him  who  all  things  can,  1  would  not  ceafe 
To  weary  him  with  my  afliduous  cries :  310 

But  pray'r  ag^-.inft  his  abfolute  decree 
No  more  avails  than  breath  againft  the  wind. 
Blown  llifling  back  on  him  that  breathes  it  forth  : 
Therefore  to  his  great  bidding  I  fubmit. 
This  moft  afflids  me,  that  departing  hence,  315 

As  from  his  face  I  fhall  be  hid,  depriv'd 
His  blcffed  count'nance  ;  here  I  could  frequent 
V/ith  worfhip  place  by  place  where  he  vouchfaf 'd 
Prefence  divine,  and  to  my  fons  relate. 
On  this  mount  he  appear'd,  under  this  tree  320 

Stood  vifible,  among  thefe  pines  his  voice 
1  heard,  here  with  him  at  this  fountain  talk'd  : 

So 
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So  many  grateful  altars  I  would  rear 

Of  gralTy  turf,  and  pile  up  every  ftone 

Of  luflre  from  the  brook,  in  memory,  325 

Or  monument  to  ages,  and  thereon 

Offer  fweet-fmelling  gums  and  fruits  and  flowers  : 

In  yonder  nether  world  where  fhall  I  feek 

His  bright  appearances,  or  foot-fcep  trace  ? 

For  though  I  fled  him  angry,  yet,  recali'd  330 

To  life  prolong'd  and  promis'd  race,  I  now 

Gladly  behold  though  but  his  utmoft  Ikirts 

Of  glory,  and  far  off  his  fleps  adore. 

To  whom  thus  Michael  with  regard  benign. 
Adam,  thou  know'ft  Heav'n  his,  and  all  the  Earth, 
Not  this  rock  only' ;  his  omniprefence  fills 
Land,  fea,  and  air,  and  every  kind  that  lives. 
Fomented  by  his  virtual  power  and  warm'd  : 
All  th'  earth  he  gave  thee  to  pofTefs  and  rule. 
No  defpicable  gift;  furmife  not  then  343 

His  prefence  to  thefe  narrow  bounds  confin'd 
Of  Paradife  or  Eden  :  this  had  been 
Perhaps  thy  capital  feat,  from  whence  had  fpread 
All  generations,  and  had  hither  come 
From  all  the  ends  of  th'  earth,  to  celebrate  345 

And  reverence  thee  their  great  progenitor. 
But  this  preeminence  thou'  haft  loft,  brought  down 
To  dwell  on  even  ground  now  with  thy  fons : 
Yet  doubt  no:  biit-in  valley  and  in  plain 
God  is  as  here,  and  will  be  found  alike  350 

Prefent,  and  of  his  prefence  many  a  fign 
Still  followmg  thee,  itill  compalTrng  thee  round 

With 
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With  goodnefs  and  paternal  love,  his  face 

Exprefs,  and  of  his  fteps  the  track  divine. 

Which  that  thou  may 'ft  believe,  and  be  confirm'd  355 

Ere  thou  from  hence  depart,  know  I  am  fent 

To  (how  thee  what  fhall  come  in  future  days 

To  thee  and  to  thy  offspring ;  good  with  bad 

Expecl  to  hear,  fupemal  grace  contending 

With  fmfulnefs  of  men ;  thereby  to  learn  360 

True  patience,  and  to  temper  joy  with  fear 

And  pious  forrow,  equally  inur'd 

By  moderation  either  Hate  to  bear, 

Profperous  or  adverfe :  fo  Ihalt  thou  lead 

Safeft  thy  life,  and  beft  prepar'd  indure  565 

Thy  mortal  paffage  when  it  comes.     Afcend 

This  hill ;  let  Eve  (for  1  have  drench'd  her  eyes) 

Here  fleep  below,  while  thou  to  forefight  wak'ft ; 
As  once  thou  flept'ft,  while  Ihe  to  life  was  form'd. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  gratefully  reply'd.  370 

Afcend,  1  follow  thee,  fafe  Guide,  the  path 

Thou  lead'ft  me',  and  to  the  hand  of  Heav'n  fubmit. 

However  cbaft'ning,  to  the  evil  turn 

My  obvious  breaft,  arming  to  overcome 

By  fuftering,  and  earn  reft  from  labor  won,  375 

If  fo  I  may  attain.     So  both  afcend 

In  the  vifions  of  God :  It  was  a  hill 

Of  Paradife  the  higheft,  from  whofe  top 

The  hemifphere  of  earth  in  cleareft  ken 

Stretch'd  out  to  th'  ampleft  reach  of  profpedl  lay.  380 

Not  high'er  that  hill  nor  wider  looking  round. 

Whereon  for  different  caufe  the  Tempter  fet 

Vol.  XL  H  Our 
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Our  fecond  Adam  in  the  wildernefs. 

To  Ihew  him  all  earth's  kingdoms  and  their  glory. 

His  eye  might  there  command  wherever  flood        385 

City  of  old  or  modern  fame,  the  feat 

Of  mightieil  empire,  from  the  deftin'd  walls 

Of  Cambalu,  feat  of  Cathaian  Can, 

And  Samarchand  by  Oxus,  Temir's  throne. 

To  Paquin  of  Sinasan  kings,  and  thence  390 

To  Agra  and  Lahor  of  great  Mogul 

Down  to  the  golden  Cherfonere,  or  where 

The  Perfian  in  Ecbatan  fat,  or  fmce 

In  Hifpahan,  or  where  the  Ruffian  Kfar 

In  Mofco,  or  the  Sultan  in  Bizance,  39^ 

Turchefian-born ;  nor  could  his  eye  not  ken 

Th*  empire  of  Negus  to  his  utmofl  port 

Ercoco,  and  the  lefs  maritim  kings 

Mombaza,  and  Quiloa,  and  Melind, 

And  Sofala  thought  Ophir,  to  the  realm  400 

Of  Congo,  and  Angola  fartheft  fouth ; 

Or  thence  from  Niger  flood  to  Atlas  mount 

The  kingdoms  of  Almanfor,  Fez  and  Suz, 

Marocco  and  Algiers,  and  Tremifen; 

On  Europe  thence,  and  where  Rome  was  to  f.vjiy  405 

The  world  :  in  fpi'rit  perhaps  he  alfo  faw 

Rich  Mexico  the  feat  of  Montezume, 

And  Cufco  in  Peru,  the  richer  feat 

Of  Atabalipa,  and  yet  unfpoil'd 

Guiana,  whofe  great  city  Geryon's  fon5  410 

Call  El  Dorado  ;  but  to  nobler  fights 

Michael  from  Adam'?  eyes  the  him  remov'd. 

Which 
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Which  that  falfe  fruit  that  promis'd  clearer  fight 

Had  bred;  then  purg'd  with  euphrafy  and  rue 

The  vifual  nerve,  for  he  had  much  to  fee;  415 

And  from  the  well  of  life  three  drops  inftiird. 

So  deep  the  power  of  thefe  ingredients  pierc'd. 

E'en  to  th'  inmoft  feat  of  mental  fight. 

That  Adam  now  enforced  to  clofe  his  eyes. 

Sunk  down,  and  all  his  fpirits  become  intranc'd;    420 

But  him  the  gentle  Angel  by  the  hand 

Soon  rais'd,  and  his  attention  thus  recall'd. 

Adam,  now  ope  thine  eyes,  and  iiril  behold 
Th'  effefts  which  thy  original  crimie  hath  wrought 
In  fome  to  fpring  from  thee,  who  never  touch'd     425 
Th'  excepted  tree,  nor  with  the  fnake  confpir'd. 
Nor  finn'd  thy  fin,  yet  from  that  fin  derive 
Corruption  to  bring  forth  more  violent  deeds. 

His  eyes  he  open'd,  and  beheld  a  field. 
Part  arable  and  tilth,  v/hereon  were  iheaves  430 

New  reap'd,  the  other  part  {heep-walks  and  folds ; 
I'  th'  midft  an  altar  as  the  land-mark  ftood, 
Ruflic,  of  graily  ford  ;  thither  anon 
A  fweaty  reaper  from  his  tillage  brought 
l^irll  fruits,  the  green  ear,  and  the  yellow  fheaf,     435 
Uncull'd,  as  came  to  hand;  a  fhepherd  next 
More  meek  came  with  the  firftlings  of  his  flock 
Choicell  and  belc ;  then  facrificing,  laid 
The  inwards  and  their  fat,  udth  incenfe  ftrow'd. 
On  the  cleft  wood,  and  all  due  rites  perform'd.      44® 
His  offering  foon  propitious  fire  from  Heaven 
Confum'd-with  nimble  glance,  and  grateful  fteam  ; 

H  2  The 
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The  other's  not,  for  his  was  not  fincere  ; 

Whereat  he  inly  rag'd,  and  as  they  talk'd. 

Smote  him  into  the  midriff  with  a  ftone  445 

That  beat  out  life ;  he  fell,  and  deadly  pale 

Groan'd  out  his  foiil  with  gulhing  blood  effus'd. 

Much  at  that  fight  was  Adam  in  his  heart 

Difmay'd,  and  thus  in  hafte  to  th'  Angel  cry'd. 

O  Teacher,  fome  great  mifchief  hath  befall'n     450 
To  that  meek  man,  who  well  had  facrific'd ; 
Is  piety  thus  and  pure  devotion  paid  ? 

T'  whom  Michael  thus,  he  alfo  mov'd,  reply'd. 
Thefe  two  are  brethren,  Adam,  and  to  come 
Out  of  thy  loins ;  th'  unjuft  the  jud  hath  flain,        455 
For  envy  that  his  brother's  offering  found 
From  Heav'n  acceptance ;  but  the  bloody  fa6l 
Will  be  aveng'd,  and  th'  other's  faith  approv'd 
Lofe  no  reward,  though  here  thou  fee  him  die, 
Pvolhng  in  dull  and  gore.     To  which  our  f*re.  '     460 

Alas,  both  for  the  deed  and  for  the  caufe  ! 
But  have  I  now  feen  Death  ?  Is  this  the  way 
I  muft  return  to  native  dull  ?  O  fight 
Of  terror,  foul  and  ugly  to  behold. 
Horrid  to  think,  how  horrible  to  feel  !  465 

To  whom  thus  Michael.     Death  thou  hall  feen 
In  his  iiril  Ihape  on  man ;  but  many  Ihapes 
Of  Death,  and  many  are  tl"ie  ways  that  lead 
To  his  grim  cave,  all  difmal;  yet  to  fenfe 
More  terrible  at  th'  entrance  than  within,  470 

Some,  as  thou  faw'll,  by  violent  ilroke  fhall  die. 
By  lire,  flood,  farain,  by  intemp 'ranee  more 

In 
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In  meats  and  drinks,  which  on  the  earth  fhall  bring 

Difeafes  dire,  of  which  a  monflrous  crew 

Before  thee  Ihall  appear  ;  that  thou  mayll  know     475 

What  mifery  th*  inabftinence  of  Eve 

Shall  bring  on  men.     Immediately  a  place 

Before  his  eyes  appear'd,  fad,  noifome,  dark, 

A  lazar-houfe  it  feem'd,  wherein  were  laid 

Numbers  of  all  difeasM,  all  maladies  480 

Of  ghaftly  fpafm,  or  racking  torture,  qualms 

Of  heart-lick  agony,  all  feverous  kinds, 

Convulfions,  epilepfies,  fierce  catarrhs, 

Inteftin  ftone  and  ulcer,  colic  pangs. 

Demoniac  phrenzy,  moaping  melancholy,  485 

And  moon-flruck  madnefs,  pining  atrophy, 

Marafmus,  and  wide-wafting  peftilence, 

Dropfies,  and  afdimas,  and  joint-racking  rheums. 

Dire  was  the  toiTmg,  deep  the  groans ;  Defpair 

Tended  the  fick  bufieft  from  couch  to  couch ;         490 

And  over  them  triumphant  Death  his  dart 

Shook,  but  delay'd  to  ftrike,  though  oft  invoked 

With  vows,  as  their  chief  good,  and  final  hope. 

Sight  fo  deform  what  heart  of  rock  could  long 

pry-eyM  behold  ?  Adam  could  not,  but  wept,       495 

Though  not  of  woman  born  ;  compaffion  quell'd 

His  bell  of  man,  and  gave  liim  up  to  tears 

A  fpace,  till  firmer  thoughts  reftrain'd  excefs ; 

And  fcarce  recovering  words  his  plaint  rcnew'd. 

O  miferable  mankind,  to  what  fall  50® 

Degraded,  to  what  wretched  ft  ate  refer  v'd  ! 
Better  end  here  unborn.    Why  is  life  given 

H  3  To 
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To  be  thus  wrefted  from  us  ?  rather  why- 
Obtruded  on  us  thus  ?  who  if  we  knew 
What  we  receive,  would  either  not  accept  50 j 

Life  offer'd,  or  focn  beg  to  lay  it  down> 
Glad  to  be  fo  difmifs'd  in  peace.     Can  thus. 
Th*  image  of  God  in  man  created  once 
So  goodly  and  ered,  though  faulty  fmce. 
To  fuch  unfightly  fuiFerings  be  debas'd  510 

Under  inhuman  pains  ?  Why  fhould  not  man,. 
Retaining  Hill  divine  fimiHtade 
In  part,  from  fuch  deformities  be  free. 
And  for  his  Maker's  image  fake  exempt  ? 

Their  Maker's  image,  anfwer'd  Michael,  then  51^ 
Forfook  them;,  when  themfelves  they  vilify'd 
To  ferve  ungovern'd  appetite,  and  took 
His  image  whom  they  ferv'd,  a  brutifh  \ice, 
Induftive  mainly  to  the  fm  of  Eve. 
Therefore  fo  abjed  is  their  punifhment,  520 

Disfiguring  not  God's  likenefs,  but  their  own. 
Or  if  his  likenefs,  by  themfelves  defac'd. 
While  they  pervert  pure  nature's  healthful  rules 
To  loathfome  ficknefs,  worthily,  fmce  they 
God's  image  did  not  reverence  in  themfelves.        525; 

I  yield  it  juft,  faid  Adam,  and  fubmit. 
But  is  there  yet  no  other  way,  befides 
Thefe  painful  palfages,  how  we  may  come 
To  death,  and  mix  with  our  connatural  dufi  ? 

There  is,  faid  Michael,  if  thou  well  obferve        530 
The  rule  of  not  too  much,  by  temp 'ranee  taught> 
In  what  thou  eat'H  and  drink'H,  fecking  from  thence 

Due 
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Due  nourifnment,  not  gluttonous  delight. 

Till  many  years  over  thy  head  return  : 

So  may'ft  thou  live,  till  like  ripeiruit  thou  drop    535 

Into  thy  mother's  lap,  or  be  with  eafe 

Gather'd,  not  harlhly  pluck'd,  for  death  mature : 

This  is  old  age ;  but  then  thou  mull  outlive 

Thy  youth,  thy  llrength,  thy  beauty,  which  will  change 

To  wither'd,  weak,  and  gray;  thy  fenfes  then        540 

Obtufe,  all  tafte  of  pleafure  muft  forgo. 

To  what  thou  haft ;  and  for  the  air  of  youth. 

Hopeful  and  chearful,  in  thy  blood  will  reign 

A  melancholy  damp  of  cold  and  dry 

To  weigh  thy  fpirits  down,  and  laft  confume  545 

The  balm  of  life.     To  whom  our  anceftor. 

Henceforth  I  fly  not  death,  nor  would  prolong 
Life  much,  bent  rather  how  I  may  be  quit 
Faireft  and  eafieft  of  this  cumbrous  charge. 
Which  I  muft  keep  till  my  appointed  day  550 

Of  rendring  up,  and  patiently  attend 
My  diflblution.     Michael  reply 'd. 

Nor  love  thy  life,  nor  hate;  but  what  thou  liv'ft 
Live  well,  how  long  or  ftiort  permit  to  Heaven  ; 
And  now  prepare  thee  for  another  fight.  555 

He  look'd,  and  faw  a  fpacious  plain,  whereon 
Were  tents  of  various  hue ;  by  fome  were  herds 
Of  cattel  grazing;  others,  whence  the  found 
Of  inftruments  that  made  melodious  chime 
Was  heard,  of  harp  and  organ;  and  who  mov'd    560 
Their  flops  and  chords  was  feen ;  his  volant  touch 
Inflindt  through  all  proportions  low  and  high 

H  4  Fled 
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Fled  and  purfu'd  tranfverfe  the  refonant  fugue. 

In  other  part  ftood  one  who  at  the  forge 

Lab'ring,  two  maffy  clods  of  ir'on  and  hrafs  565 

Had  melted,  (whether  found  where  cafual  fire 

Had  wafted  woods  on  mountain  or  in  vale, 

Down  to  the  veins  of  earth,  thence  gliding  hot 

To  fome  cave's  mouth,  or  whether  walh'd  by  flream 

From  underground)  the  liquid  ore  he  drain 'd         5  70 

Into  fit  molds  prepar'd;  from  which  he  form'd 

Firll  his  own  tools ;  then,  what  might  elfe  be  wrought 

Fufil  or  grav'n  in  metal.     After  thefe. 

But  on  the  hither  fide,  a  different  fort 

From  the  high  neighb'ring  hills,  which  was  their  feat, 

Down  to  the  plain  defcended :  by  their  guife 

Juft  men  they  feem'd,  and  all  their  fludy  bent 

To  worfhip  God  aright,  and  know  his  works 

Not  hid,  nor  thofe  things  laft  which  might  preferve 

Freedom  and  peace  to  men  :  they  on  the  plain       58a 

Long  had  not  walk'd,  when  from  the  tents  behold 

A  bevy  of  fair  women,  richly  gay 

In  gems  and  wanton  drefs ;  to  th'  harp  they  fung 

Soft  amorous  ditties,  and  in  dance  came  on : 

The  men,  though  gi*ave,  ey'd  them,  and  let  their  eyes 

Rove  without  rein,  till  in  the  amorous  net 

Faft  caught,  they  lik'd,  and  each  his  liking  chofe; 

And  now  of  love  they  treat,  till  th'  evening  ftar. 

Love's  harbinger,  appear'd;  then  all  in  heat 

They  light  the  nuptial  torch,  and  bid  invoke  590 

Hymen,  then  firft  to  marriage  rites  invok'd  : 

With  feaft  and  mufic  all  the  tents  refound, 

Such 
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Such  happy  interview  and  fair  event 

Of  love  and  youth  not  loft,  fongs,  garlands,  flowers. 

And  charming  fymphonies,  attach 'd  the  heart         595 

Of  Adam  foon  inclin'd  t'  admit  delight. 

The  bent  of  nature  ;  which  he  thus  exprefs'd. 

True  opener  of  mine  eyes,  prime  Angel  bleft. 
Much  better  feems  this  vifion,  and  more  hope 
Of  peaceful  days  portends,  than  thofe  two  part ;     60a 
Thofe  were  of  hate  and  death,  or  pain  much  worfe. 
Here  nature  feems  fulfill'd  in  all  her  ends. 

To  whom  thus  Michael.     Judge  not  what  is  beft 
By  pleafure,  though  to  nature  feeming  meet. 
Created,  as  thou  ai  i:,  to  nobler  end  605 

Holy  and  pure,  conformity  divine. 
Thofe  tents  thou  favv'ft  fo  pleafant,  were  the  tents 
Of  wickednefs,  wherein  Ihall  dwell  his  race 
Who  flew  his  brother;  ftudious  they  appear 
Of  arts  that  polifli  life,  inventors  rare,  610 

Unmindful  of  their  Maker,  though  his  Spirit 
Taught  them,  but  they  his  gifts  acknowledg'd  none. 
Yet  they  a  beauteous  offspring  fliall  beget ; 
For  that  fair  female  troop  thou  faw'ft,  that  feem'd 
Qf  Goddefl^es,  fo  blithe,  fo  fmooth,  fo  gay,  615 

Yet  empty  of  all  good  wherein  confifts 
Woman's  domellic  honor  and  chief  praife ; 
Bred  only  and  completed  to  the  tafte 
Of  luftful  appetite,  to  fmg,  to  dance. 
To  drefs,  and  troll  the  tongue,  and  roll  the  eye,     620 
To  thefe  that  fober  race  of  men,  whofe  lives 
Religious  titled  them  the  fons  of  God, 

ShaU 
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Shall  yield  up  all  their  virtue,  all  their  fame 
Ignobly,  to  the  trains  and  to  the  fmiles 
Of  thefe  fair  atheifts,  and  now  fwim  in  joy,  625 

Erelong  to  fwim  at  large ;  and  laugh,  for  which 
The  world  erelong  a  world  of  tears  mull  weep. 

To  whom  thus  Adam  of  Ihort  joy  bereft. 
O  pity'  and  fhame,  that  they  who  to  live  well 
Enter'd  fo  fair,  fhould  turn  afide  to  tread  630 

Paths  indirefl,  or  in  the  mid-way  faint  1 
But  ftill  I  fee  the  tenor  of  Man's  woe 
Holds  on  the  fame,  from  Woman  to  begin. 

From  Man's  effeminate  flacknefs  it  begins. 
Said  th'  Angel,  who  Ihould  better  hold  his  place    635 
By  wifdom  and  fuperior  gifts  receiv'd. 
But  now  prepare  thee  for  another  fcene. 

He  look'd,  and  faw  wide  territory  fpread 
Before  him,  towns,  and  rural  works  between. 
Cities  of  men  with  lofty  gates  and  towers,  640 

Concourfe  in  arms,  fierce  faces  threatning  war. 
Giants  of  mighty  bone,  and  bold  emprife ; 
Part  wield  their  arms,  part  curb  the  foaming  Heed, 
Single  or  in  array  of  battel  rang'd 
Both  horfe  and  foot,  nor  idly  muri'ring  flood ;        645 
One  v/ay  a  band  feledl  from  forage  drives 
A  herd  of  beeves,  fair  oxen  and  fair  kine 
From  a  fat  meadow  ground ;  or  fleecy  flock. 
Ewes  and  their  bleating  lambs  over  the  plain. 
Their  booty  ;  fcarce  with  life  the  fliepherds  fly,     650 
But  call  in  aid,  which  makes  a  bloody  fray ; 
^Yilh  cruel  torneament  the  fc^uadrcns  join ; 

Where 
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WTiere  cattel  paftur'd  late,  now  fcatter'd  lies 

With  carcaijes  and  arms  th'  infanguin'd  field 

Deierted  :  Others  to  a  city  ftrong  655 

Lay  liege,  incamp'd  ;  by  battery,  fcale,  and  mine, 

Aflaulting  ;  others  from  the  wall  defend 

With  dart  and  javelin,  ftones  and  fulphurous  fire; 

On  each  hand  flaughter  and  gigantic  deeds. 

In  other  part  the  fcepter'd  heralds  call  660 

To  council  in  the  city  gates :  anon 

Grey-headed  men  and  grave,  with  warriors  mix'd, 

Aflemble,  and  harangues  are  heard,  but  foon 

In  fadlious  oppofxtion,  till  at  laft 

Of  middle  age  one  rifmg,  eminent  665 

In  wife  deport,  fpake  much  of  right  and  wrong. 

Of  juftice,  of  religion,  truth  and  peace. 

And  judgment  from  above  :  him  old  and  young 

Exploded,  and  had  feiz'd  with  violent  hands. 

Had  not  a  cloud  defcending  fnatch'd  him  thence    670 

Unfeen  amid  the  throng  :  fo  violence 

Proceeded,  and  opprefiion,  and  fword-law 

Through  all  the  plain,  and  refuge  none  was  found. 

Adam  was  all  in  tears,  and  to  his  guide 

Lamenting  turn'd  full  fad;  O  what  are  thefe,        675 

Death's  minifters,  not  men,  who  thus  deal  death 

Inhumanly  to  men,  and  multiply 

Ten  thoufand  fold  the  fm  of  him  who  flew 

His  brother  :  for  of  whom  fuch  maflacre 

Make  they  but  of  their  brethren,  men  of  men  ?     6^ 

But  who  was  that  jufl  man,  whom  had  not  Heaven 

Pvefcued,  had  in  his  righteoufnefs  been  loll  ? 

To 
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To  whom  thus  Michael.     Thefe  are  the  produd 
Of  thofe  ill-mated  marriages  thou  faw'ft ; 
Where  good  with  bad  were  match'd,  who  of  themfelves 
Abhor  to  join  ;  and  by  imprudence  mix'd. 
Produce  prodigious  births  of  body'  or  mind. 
Such  were  thefe  giants,  men  of  high  renown; 
For  in  thofe  days  might  only  Ihall  be'  admir'd. 
And  valor  and  heroic  virtue  caird ;  6go 

To  overcome  in  battel,  and  fubdue 
Nations,  and  bring  home  fpoils  with  infinite 
Man-flaughter,  fhall  be  held  the  higheft  pitch 
Of  human  glory,  and  for  glory  done 
Of  triumph,  to  be  ftil'd  great  conquerors,  695 

Patrons  of  mankind,  Gods,  and  fons  of  Gods, 
Dellroyers  rightlier  call'd  and  plagues  of  men. 
Thus  fame  (hall  be  achiev'd,  renown  on  earth. 
And  what  moft  merits  fame  in  filence  hid. 
But  he  the  fev'nth  from  thee,  whom  thou  beheldfl  700 
The  only  righteous  in  a  world  perverfe. 
And  therefore  hated,  therefore  fo  befet 
With  foes  for  daring  fmgle  to  be  juft. 
And  utter  odious  truth,  that  God  would  come 
To  judge  them  with  his  Saints :  him  the  moft  High  705 
Rapt  in  a  balmy  cloud  with  winged  fteeds 
Did,  as  thou  faw'ft,  receive,  to  walk  with  God 
High  in  falvation  and  the  climes  of  blifs. 
Exempt  from  death  ;  to  fhow  thee  what  reward 
Awaits  the  good,  the  reft  what  punifhment;  710 

Which  now  dired  thine  eyes  and  foon  behold. 

Helcok'd,  and  favv  the  face  of  things  quite  chang'd; 

The 
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The  brazen  throat  of  war  had  ceas'd  to  roar; 

All  now  was  turn'd  to  jollity  and  game. 

To  luxury  and  riot,  feall  and  dance,  7 1 5 

Marrying  or  proilituting,  as  befel. 

Rape  or  adultery,  where  palTing  fair 

Allur'd  them  ;  thence  from  cups  to  civil  broils. 

At  length  a  reverend  fire  among  them  came. 

And  of  their  doings  great  diflike  declar'd  720 

And  teflify'd  againft  their  ways ;  he  oft 

frequented  their  aflemblies,  wherefo  met. 

Triumphs  or  feftivals,  and  to  them  preach 'd 

Converfion  and  repentance,  as  to  fouls 

In  prifon  under  judgments  imminent :  725 

But  all  in  vain :  which  when  he  faw,  he  ceas'd 

Contending,  and  remov'd  his  tents  far  off; 

Then  from  the  mountain  hewing  timber  tall. 

Began  to  build  a  veffel  of  huge  bulk, 

Meafur'd  by  cubit,  length,  and  breadth,  and  highth, 

Smear'd  round  with  pitch,  and  in  the  fide  a  door 

Contriv'd,  and  of  provifions  laid  in  large 

For  man  and  beail :  when  lo  a  wonder  flransre  I 

Of  every  beaft,  and  bird,  and  infed  fmall 

Came  fev*ns,  and  pairs,  and  enter'd  in,  as  taught    735 

Their,  order  :  laft  the  lire,  and  his  three  fons 

With  their  four  wives ;  and  God  made  fall  the  door. 

Meanwhile  the  fouth-wind  rofe,  and  with  black  wings 

Wide  hovering,  all  the  clouds  together  drove 

From  under  Heav'n  ;  the  hills  to  their  fupply         740 

Vapor,  and  exhalation  dulk  and  moill. 

Sent  up  amain;  and  now  the  thicken'd  fky 

Like 
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Like  a  dark  cielmg  flood;  down  rufli'd  the  rain 

Impetuous,  and  continued  till  the  earth 

No  more  was  feen;  the  floting  veiTel  fwum  745 

Uplifted,  and  fecure  with  beaked  prow 

Rode  tilting  o'er  the  waves ;  all  dwellings  elfe 

Flood  overwhelm'd,  and  them  with  all  their  pomp 

Deep  under  water  roll'd;  fea  cover'd  fea. 

Sea  without  fhore ;  and  in  their  palaces  750 

Where  luxury  late  reign'd,  fea-monfters  whelp*d 

And  (labledj  of  mankind,  fo  numerous  late. 

All  left,  in  one  fmall  bottom  fwum  imbark'd> 

I  low  did  ft  thou  grieve  then,  Adam,  to  behold 

Tlie  end  of  all  thy  offspring,  end  fo  fad,  ^^  5 

Depopulation  I  thee  another  flood. 

Of  tears  and  forrow'  a  flood  thee  alfo  drown'd. 

And  funk  thee  as  thy  fons ;  till  gently  rear'd 

By  th'  Angel,  on  thy  feet  thou  ftood'ft  at  laft. 

Though  comfortlefs,  as  when  a  father  mourns        760 

His  children,  all  in  view  deftroy'd  at  once;  , 

And  fcarce  to  th*  Angel  utterMft  thus  thy  plaint. 

O  vifions  ill  forefeen  1  better  had  I 
Liv'd  ignorant  of  future,  fo  had  borne 
My  part  of  evil  only,  each  day's  lot  yS^ 

Enough  to  bear;  thofe  now,  that  were  difpens'd 
The  burd'n  of  many  ages,  on  me  light 
At  once,  by  my  foreknowledge  gaining  birth 
Abortive,  to  torment  me  ere  their  being. 
With  thought  that  they  muft  be.     Let  no  man  feek 
Henceforth  to  be  foretold  what  fnall  befall 
Him  or  his  children ;  evil  he  may  be  fure, 

4  Which 
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Which  neither  his  fereknowing  can  prevent;. 

And  he  the  future  evil  fhall  no  lefs 

In  apprehenfion  than  in  fubHance  feel  yj^ 

Grievous  to  bear :  but  that  care  nov/  is  paft, 

Man  is  not  whom  to  warn  :  thofe  few  efcap'd 

Famin  and  anguiih  will  at  laft  confume 

Wand'ring  that  watry  defert :  I  had  hope 

When  violence  was  ceas'd,  and  war  on  earth,         780 

All  would  have  then  gone  well,  peace  would  have  crown'd 

With  length  of  happy  days  the  race  of  man  ; 

But  I  was  far  deceiv'd ;  for  now  I  fee 

Peace  to  corrupt  no  lefs  than  war  to  wafte. 

How  comes  it  thus  ?  unfold,  celeftial  Guide,  7 S3 

And  whether  here  the  race  of  man  will  end. 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  Tllofe  whom  lail:  thou  faw'll 
In  triumph  and  luxurious  v/ealth,  are  they 
Firll  feen  in  ads  of  prowefs  eminent 
And  great  exploits,  but  of  true  virtue  void  ;  790 

Who  having  fpilt  much  blood,  and  done  much  wafte. 
Subduing  nations,  and  achiev'd  thereby 
Fame  in  the  world,  high  titles,  and  rich  prey. 
Shall  change  their  courfe  to  pleafure,  eafe,  and  floth. 
Surfeit,  and  luft,  till  wantonnefs  and  pride  795 

Raife  out  of  friendfhip  holliile  deeds  in  peace. 
The  conquer'd  alfo,  and  inflav'd  by  war. 
Shall  with  their  freedom  loft  all  virtue  lofe 
And  fear  of  God,  from  whom  their  piety  fcign'd 
In  (harp  conteft  of  battel  found  no  aid  800 

Againft  invaders  ;  therefore  cool'd  in  zeal 
Thenceforth  fhall.  praftice  how  to  live  fecure. 

Worldly 
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Worldly  or  diffolute,  on  what  their  lords 

Shall  leave  them  to  enjoy ;  for  th'  earth  fhall  bear 

More  than  enough,  that  temp'rance  may  be  try*d : 

So  all  fhall  turn  degenerate,  all  deprav'd, 

Juftice  and  temp'rance,  truth  and  faith  forgot; 

One  man  except,  the  only  fon  of  light 

In  a  dark  age,  againfl  example  good, 

Againft  allurement,  cullom,  and  a  world  8io 

OiFended  ;  fearlefs  of  reproach  and  fcorn. 

Or  violence,  he  of  their  wicked  ways 

Shall  them  admonifh,  and  before  them  fet 

The  paths  of  righteoufnefs,  how  much  more  fafe. 

And  full  of  peace,  denouncing  wrath  to  come         8 1 5 

On  their  impenitence  ;  and  fhall  return 

Of  them  derided,  but  of  God  obferv'd 

The  one  juft  man  alive  ;  by  his  command 

Shall  build  a  wondrous  ark,  as  thou  beheldll. 

To  fave  himfelf  and  houfhold  from  amidfl  820 

A  world  devote  to  univerfal  wrack. 

No  fooner  he  with  them  of  man  and  beafl 

Seled  for  life  fhall  in  the  ark  be  lodg'd. 

And  fhelter'd  round,  but  all  the  catarads 

Of  Heav'n  fet  open  on  the  earth  fhall  pour  825 

Rain  day  and  night ;  all  fountains  of  the  deep 

Broke  up,  fhall  heave  the  ocean  to  ufurp 

Beyond  all  bounds,  till  inundation  rife 

Above  the  highell  hills :  then  fhall  this  mount 

Of  Paradife  by  might  of  waves  be  mov'd  830 

Out  of  his  place,  pufh'd^by  the  horned  flood. 

With  all  his  verdure  fpoil'd,  and  trees  adrift> 

Down 
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Down  the  great  river  to  the  op'ning  gulf. 

And  there  take  root  an  iland  fait  and  bare. 

The  haunt  of  feals,  and  ores,  and  fea-mews  clang  :  8  j  5 

To  teach  thee  that  God  attributes  to  place 

No  fandlity,  if  none  be  thither  brought 

By  men  who  there  frequent,  or  therein  dwell. 

And  now  what  further  Ihall  enfue,  behold. 

He  look'd,  and  faw  the  ark  hull  on  the  flood,      840 
Which  now  abated ;  for  the  clouds  were  fled, 
Driv'n  by  a  keen  north-wir.d,  that  blowing  dry 
Wrinkled  the  face  of  deluge,  as  decayed ; 
And  the  clear  fun  on  his  wide  watry  glafs 
Gaz'd  hot,  and  of  the  frefli  wave  largely  drew,      845 
As  after  thirfl:,  which  made  their  flowing  flirink 
From  Handing  lake  to  tripping  ebb,  that  Hole 
With  foft  foot  tow'ards  the  deep,  who  now  had  flopt 
His  fluces,  as  the  Heav'n  his  windows  ftiut. 
The  ark  no  more  now  flotes,  but  feems  on  ground 
Faft  on  the  top  of  feme  high  mountain  fix'd. 
And  now  the  tops  of  hills  as  rocks  appear ; 
With  clamor  thence  the  rapid  currents  drive 
Tow'ards  the  retreating  fea  their  furious  tide. 
Forthwith  from  out  the  ark  a  raven  flies,  855 

And  after  him,  the  furer  mefl!enger, 
A  dove  fent  forth  once  and  again  to  fpy 
Green  tree  or  ground  whereon  his  foot  may  light; 
The  fecond  time  returning,  in  his  bill 
An  olive  leaf  he  brings,  pacific  fign  :  860 

Anon  dry  ground  appears,  and  from  his  ark 
The  ancient  fire  defcends  with  all  his  train ; 

Vol.  XI.  I  Then 
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Then  with  uplifted  hands,  and  eyes  devout. 

Grateful  to  Heav'n,  over  his  head  beholds 

A  dewy  cloud,  and  in  the  cloud  a  bow  865 

Confpicuous  with  three  lifted  colors  gay. 

Betokening  peace  from  God,  and  covenant  new. 

Whereat  the  heart  of  Adam  erft  fo  fad 

Greatly  rejoic'd,  and  thus  his  joy  broke  forth. 

O  thou  who  future  things  canft  reprefent  870 

As  prefent,  heav'nly  Inftruitor,  I  revive 
At  this  laft  fight,  aflur'd  that  man  (hall  live 
With  all  the  creatures,  and  their  feed  preferve. 
Far  lefs  I  now  lament  for  one  whole  world 
Of  wicked  fons  deftroy'd,  than  I  rejoice  875 

For  one  man  found  fo  perfect  and  fo  jufl. 
That  God  vouchfafes  to  raife  another  world 
From  him,  and  all  his  anger  to  forget. 
But  fay,  what  mean  thofe  color'd  llreaks  in  Heaven 
Diftended  as  the  brow  of  God  appeas'd,  880 

Or  ferve  they  as  a  flow'ry  verge  to  bind 
The  fluid  Ikirts  of  that  fame  v/atry  cloud. 
Left  it  again  diflblve  and  ftiow'r  the  earth  ? 

To  whom  th'  Arch- Angel.  Dextroufly  thou  aim'ft; 
So  willingly  doth  God  remit  his  ire,  885 

Though  late  repenting  him  of  man  deprav'd, 
Griev'd  at  his  heart,  when  looking  dov/n  he  faw 
The  whole  earth  fill'd  with  violence,  and  all  flefti 
Corrupting  each  their  way;  yet,  thofe  remov'd. 
Such  grace  ftiall  one  juft  man  find  in  his  fight,        890 
That  he  relents,  not  to  blot  out  mankind. 
And  makes  a  covenant  never  to  deftroy 

The 
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The  earth  again  by  flood,  nor  let  the  fea 

Surpafs  his  bounds,  nor  rain  to  drown  the  world 

With  man  therein  or  beaft ;  but  when  he  brings     895 

Over  the  earth  a  cloud,  will  therein  fet 

His  triple -color 'd  bow,  whereon  to  look. 

And  call  to  mind  his  covenant :  day  and  night. 

Seed-time  and  harveft,  heat  and  hoary  froft 

Shall  hold  their  courfe,  till  fire  purge  all  things  new. 

Both  Heav'n  and  Earth  wherein  the  juH  fhall  dwell. 
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THE        ARGUMENT. 

The  Angel  Michael  continues  from  the  flood  to  relate 
what  ftiall  fucceed ;  then,  in  the  mention  of  Abra- 
ham, comes  by  degrees  to  explain  who  that  Seed  of 
the  Woman  ihail  be,  which  was  promifed  Adam  and 
Eve  in  the  fall ;  his  incarnation,  death,  refurreclion, 
and  afcenfion ;  the  Hate  of  the  church  till  his  fe- 
cond  coming.  Adam  greatly  fatisfied  and  re-com- 
forted by  thefe  relations  and  promifes  defcends  the 
hill  with  Michael ;  wakens  Eve,  who  all  this  while 
had  flept,  but  with  gentle  dreams  compos'd  to 
quietnefs-of  mind  and  fubmiffion.  Michael  in  either 
hand  leads  them  out  of  Paradife,  the  fiery  fword 
waving  behind  them,  and  the  Cherubim  taking  their 
Nations  to  guard  the  place. 
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AS  one  who  in  his  journey  bates  at  noon. 
Though  bent  on  fpeed ;  fo  here  th'  Arch- Angel 
paus'd 
Betwixt  the  world  deflroy'd  and  world  rellor'd. 
If  Adam  ought  perhaps  might  interpofe ; 
Then  with  tranfition  fweet  new  fpeech  refumes.  ^ 

Thus  thou  haft  feen  one  world  begin  and  end ; 
And  man  as  from  a  fecond  Hock  proceed. 
Much  thou  haft  yet  to  fee,  but  I  perceive 
Thy  mortal  fight  to  fail ;  objeds  divine 
Muft  needs  impair  and  weary  human  fenfe :  19 

Henceforth  what  is  to  come  I  will  relate. 
Thou  therefore  give  due  audience,  and  attend. 
This  fecond  fource  of  men,  while  yet  but  few. 
And  while  the  dread  of  judgment  paft  remains 
Frefti  in  their  minds,  fearing  the  Deity,  15 

With  fome  regard  to  what  is  juft  and  right 
Shall  lead  their  lives,  and  multiply  apace, 
Lab'ring  the  foil,  and  reaping  plenteous  crop. 
Corn,  wine,  and  oil ;  and  from  the  herd  or  Hock, 
Oft  facrificing  bullock,  lamb,  or  kid,  23 

With  large  wine-oiFerings  pour'd,  and  facred  feaft, 

I  4  Shall 
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Shall  fpend  their  days  in  joy  unblam'd,  and  dwell 

Long  time  in  peace  by  families  and  tribes 

Under  paternal  rule  :  till  one  Ihall  rife 

Of  proud  ambitious  heart,  who  not  content  25 

With  fair  equality,  fraternal  ftate. 

Will  arrogate  dominion  undeferv'd 

Over  his  brethren,  and  quite  difpofTefs 

Concord  and  law  of  nature  from  the  earth. 

Hunting  (and  men  not  bealls  fhall  be  his  game)       30 

With  war  and  hoftile  fnare  fuch  as  refufe 

Subjedlion  to  his  empire  tyrannous  : 

A  mighty  hunter  thence  he  fhall  be  ftil'd 

Before  the  Lord,  as  in  defpite  of  Heaven, 

Or  from  Heav'n  claming  fecond  fovranty;  35 

And  from  rebellion  ftiall  derive  his  name. 

Though  of  rebellion  others  he  accufe» 

He  with  a  crew,  whom  like  ambition  joins 

Wiih  him  or  under  him  to  tyrannize. 

Marching  from  Eden  tow'ards  the  weft,  fliall  find    4® 

The  plain,  wherein  a  black  bituminous  gurge 

Boils  out  from  under  ground,  the  mouth  of  Hell; 

Of  brick,  and  of  that  fluff  they  caft  to  build 

A  city*  and  tow'r,  whofe  top  may  reach  to  Heaven; 

AI2.4  get  themfelves  a  name,  lefl  far  difpers'd  45 

In  foreign  lands  their  memory  be  loft, 

Regardlefs  whether  good  or  evil  fame. 

But  God,  who  oft  defcends  to  vifit  men 

Unfeen,  and  through  their  habitations  walks 

Tq  mark  their  doings,  them  beholding  foon,  5© 

Comes  down,  to  fee  their  city,  ere  the  tower 

Obllrua 
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Obftruft  Heav'n-tow'rs,  and  in  derifion  fets 

Upon  their  tongues  a  various  fpi'rit  to  rafe 

Quite  out  their  native  language,  and  inftead 

To  fow  a  jangling  noife  of  words  unknown  :  5^ 

Forthwith  a  hideous  gabble  riles  loud 

Among  the  builders ;  each  to  other  calls 

Not  underftood,  till  hoarfe,  and  all  in  rage. 

As  mock'd  they  ftorm ;  great  laughter  was  in  Heaven 

And  looking  down,  to  fee  the  hubbub  llrange  6» 

And  hear  the  din ;  thus  was  the  building  left 

Ridiculous,  and  the  work  Confufion  nam'd. 

Whereto  thus  Adam  fatherly  difpleas'd. 
O  execrable  fon  fo  to  afpire 

Above  his  brethren,  to  himfelf  affuming  65 

Authority  ufurp'd,  from  God  not  given ; 
He  gave  us  only  over  beaft,  fifh,  fowl. 
Dominion  abfolute  ;  that  right  we  hold 
By  his  donation ;  but  man  over  men 
He  made  not  lord ;  fuch  title  to  himfelf  73 

Referving,  human  left  from  human  free. 
But  this  ufurper  his  encroachment  proud 
Stays  not  on  man ;  to  God  his  tow'r  intends 
Siege  and  defiance  :  V/retched  man  !  what  food 
Will  he  convey  up  thither  to  fuilain  75 

Himfelf  and  his  rafh  army,  where  thin  air 
Above  the  clouds  will  pine  his  entrails  grofs. 
And  famiih  him  of  breath,  if  not  of  bread  ? 

To  whom  thus  Michael.     Juftly  thou  abhorr'fl: 
That  fon,  v/ho  on  the  quiet  ftate  of  men  80 

Such  trouble  brought,  affe^fting  to  fubdue 

Rational 
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Rational  liberty ;  yet  know  withal. 

Since  thy  original  lapfe,  true  liberty 

Is  loft,  which  always  with  right  reafon  dwells 

Twinn'd,  and  from  her  hath  no  dividual  being :        85 

Reafon  in  man  obfcur'd,  or  not  obey'd. 

Immediately  inordinate  defires 

And  upftart  paffions  catch  the  government 

From  reafon,  and  to  fervitude  reduce 

Man  till  then  free.     Therefore  fmce  he  permits       90 

Within  himfelf  unworthy  povv'rs  to  reign 

Over  free  reafon,  God  in  judgment  juft 

Subjefts  him  from  without  to  violent  lords ; 

Who  oft  as  undefervedly  inthrall 

His  outward  freedom  :  tyranny  mull  be,  95 

Though  to  the  tyrant  thereby  no  excufe. 

Yet  fometimes  nations  will  decline  fo  low 

From  virtue>  which  is  reafon,  that  no  wrong. 

But  juftice,  and  fome  fatal  curfe  annex'd. 

Deprives  them  of  their  outward  liberty,  100 

Their  inward  loft  :  Witnefs  th'  irreverent  fon 

Of  him  who  built  the  ark,  who  for  the  fhame 

Done  to  his  father,  heard  this  heavy  curfe, 

Ser'vant  of/er-uants,  on  his  vicious  race. 

Thus  will  this  latter,  as  the  former  world,  105 

Still  tend  from  bad  to  worfe,  till  God  at  laft 

Wearied  v/ith  their  iniquities,  withdraw 

His  prefence  from  among  them,  and  avert 

His  holy  eyes ;  refolving  from  thenceforth 

To  leave  them  to  their  own  polluted  ways ;  1 10 

And  one  peculiar  nation  to  feled 

From 
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From  all  the  reft,  of  whom  to  be  invok'd, 

A  nation  from  one  faithful  man  to  fpring : 

Him  on  this  fide  Euphrates  yet  refiding. 

Bred  up  in  idol -wor (hip ;  O  that  men  II5 

(Canft  thou  believe  ?)  fhouid  be  fo  ftupid  grown. 

While  yet  the  patriarch  liv'd,  who  fcap'd  the  flood. 

As  to  forfake  the  living  God,  and  fall 

To  worlliip  their  own  work  in  wood  and  ftone 

«For  Gods !  yet  him  God  the  moft  High  vouchfafes   1 20 

To  call  by  vifion  from  his  father's  houfe. 

His  kindred  and  falfe  Gods,  into  a  land 

Which  he  will  fhew  him,  and  from  him  will  raife 

A  mighty  nation,  and  upon  him  fhower 

His  benedidlion  fo,  that  in  his  feed  12c 

All  nations  Ihall  be  bleft ;  he  ftrait  obeys. 

Not  knowing  to  what  land,  yet  firm  believes : 

I  fee  him,  but  thou  canft  not,  with  what  faith 

He  leaves  his  Gods,  his  friends,  and  native  foil 

Ur  of  Chaldasa,  paffing  now  the  ford  ixq 

To  Haran,  after  him  a  cumbrous  train 

Of  herds  and  flocks,  and  numerous  fervitude; 

Not  wand'ring  poor,  but  trufting  all  his  wealth 

With  God,  who  call'd  him,  in  a  land  unknown. 

Canaan  he  now  attains ;  I  fee  his  tents  13  c 

Pitch'd  about  Sechem,  and  the  neighb'ring  plain 

Of  Moreh  ;  there  by  promife  he  receives 

Gift  to  his  progeny  of  all  that  land. 

From  Hamath  northv/ard  to  the  defert  fouth, 

(Things  by  their  names  I  call,  though  yet  unnam'd) 

From  Hermon  eaft  to  the  great  weftern  fea ;   j 

3  Mount 
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Mount  Hermon,  yonder  fea,  each  place  behold 

In  profpedl,  as  I  point  them  ;  on  the  Ihore 

Mount  Carmel ;  here  the  double-founted  flream 

Jordan,  true  limit  eaftward;  but  his  fons  14^ 

Shall  dwell  to  Senir,  that  long  ridge  of  hills. 

This  ponder,  that  all  nations  of  the  earth 

Shall  in  his  feed  be  blefs'd;  by  that  feed 

Is  meant  thy  great  deliverer,  who  fhall  bruife 

The  Serpent's  head;  whereof  to  thee  anon  150 

Plainlier  Ihall  be  reveaPd.     This  patriarch  bleft. 

Whom  faithful  Abraham  due  time  fhall  call, 

A  fon,  and  of  his  fon  a  grand-child  leaves. 

Like  him  in  faith,  in  wifdom,  and  renown ; 

The  grand-child  with  twelve  fons  increased  departs 

From  Canaan,  to  a  land  hereafter  call'd 

Egypt,  divided  by  the  river  Nile ; 

See  where  it  flows,  difgorging  at  fev'n  mouths 

Into  the  fea :  to  fojourn  in  that  land 

He  comes  invited  by  a  younger  fon  160 

In  time  of  dearth,  a  fon  whofe  worthy  deeds 

Raife  him  to  be  the  fecond  in  that  realm 

Of  Pharaoh ;  there  he  dies,  and  leaves  his  race 

Growing  into  a  nation,  and  now  grown 

Sufpefled  to  a  fequent  king,  who  feeks  165 

To  flop  their  overgrowth,  as  inmate  guefts 

Too  numerous;  whence  of  guefts  he  makes  them  flaves 

Inhofpitably',  and  kills  their  infant  males: 

Till  by  two  brethren  (thofe  two  brethren  call 

Mofes  and  Aaron)  fent  from  God  to  clame  170 

His  people  from  inthralment,  they  return 

With 
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With  glory'  and  fpoil  back  to  their  promis'd  land. 

But  firft  the  lawlefs  tyrant,  who  denies 

To  know  their  God,  or  meflage  to  regard, 

Muft  be  compeird  by  figns  and  judgments  dire;     175 

To  blood  unfhed  the  rivers  mull  be  turn'd ; 

Frogs,  lice,  and  flies,  muft  all  his  palace  fill 

With  loath'd  intrufion,  and  fill  all  the  land ; 

His  cattel  mull  of  rot  and  murren  die ; 

jBotches  and  blains  muft  all  his  flefti  imbofs,  180 

And  all  his  people;  thunder  mix'd  widi  hail. 

Hail  mix'd  with  fire,  muft  rend  th'  Egyptian  fky. 

And  wheel  on  th'  earth,  devouring  where  it  rolls ; 

What  it  devours  not,  herb,  or  fruit,  or  grain, 

A  darkfome  cloud  of  locufts  fwarming  down  185 

Muft  eat,  and  on  the  ground  leave  nothing  green; 

Darknefs  muft  pverftiadow  all  his  bounds. 

Palpable  darknefs,  and  blot  out  three  days ; 

Laft  with  one  midnight  ftroke  all  the  hrft-born 

Of  Egypt  muft  lie  dead.    Thus  with  ten  wounds     190 

The  river-dragon  tam'd  at  length  fubmits 

To  let  his  fojourners  depart,  and  oft 

Humbles  his  ftubborn  heart,  but  ftill  as  ice 

More  harden 'd  after  thaw,  till  in  his  rage 

Purfuing  whom  he  late  difmifs'd,  the  fea  195 

Swallows  him  with  his  hoft,  but  them  lets  pafs 

As  on  dry  land  between  two  cryftal  walls, 

Aw'd  by  the  rod  of  Mofes  fo  to  ftand 

Divided,  till  his  refcu'd  gain  their  ftiore  : 

3uch  wondrous  pow'r  God  to  his  faint  will  lend,     20© 

lliough  prcfent  in  liis  Angel,  who  fnall  go 

Before 
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Before  them  in  a  cloud,  andpiirar  of  fire. 

By  day  a  cloud,  by  night  a  pill'ar  of  fire. 

To  guide  them  in  their  journey,  and  remove 

Behind  them,  while  th'  obdurate  king  purfues :      205 

All  night  he  will  purfue,  but  his  approach 

Darknefs  defends  between  till  morning  watch ; 

Then  through  the  fiery  piUar  and  the  cloud 

God  looking  forth  will  trouble  all  his  hofl. 

And  craze  their  chariot  wheels :  when  by  command  2ie 

Mofes  once  more  his  potent  rod  extends 

Over  the  fea ;  the  fea  his  rod  obeys ; 

On  their  imbattel'd  ranks  the  waves  return. 

And  overwhelm  their  war  :  the  race  eled 

Safe  towards  Canaan  from  the  fhore  advance         215 

Through  the  wild  defert,  not  the  readiell  way. 

Left  entring  on  the  Canaanite  alarm'd 

War  terrify  them  inexpert,  and  fear 

Return  them  back  to  Egypt,  choofing  rather 

Inglorious  life  with  fervitude ;  for  life  220 

To  noble  and  ignoble  is  more  fweet 

Untrain'd  in  arms,  where  raftinefs  leads  not  on. 

This  alfo  (hall  they  gain  by  their  delay 

In  the  v/ide  wildernefs,  there  they  ihall  found 

Their  government,  and  their  great  fenate  choofe    225 

Through  the  twelve  tribes,  to  rule  by  laws  ordain'd : 

God  from  the  mount  of  Sinai,  whofe  gray  top 

Shall  tremble,  he  defcending,  will  himfelf 

In  thunder,  lightning,  and  loud  trumpets  found. 

Ordain  them  laws ;  part  fuch  as  appertain  230 

To  civil  juftice,  part  religious  rites 

Of 
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Of  facrifice,  informing  them,  by  types 

And  ihadows,  of  that  deftin'd  Seed  to  bruife 

The  Serpent,  by  what  means  he  (hall  achieve 

Mankind's  deliverance.     But  the  voice  of  God      235 

To  mortal  ear  is  dreadful ;  they  befeech 

That  Mofes  might  report  to  them  his  will. 

And  terror  ceafe ;  he  grants  what  they  befought 

Inftrudled  that  to  God  is  no  accefs 

Without  mediator,  whofe  high  office  now  240 

Mofes  in  figure  bears,  to  introduce 

One  greater,  of  whofe  day  he  Ihall  foretel. 

And  all  the  prophets  in  their  age  the  times 

Of  great  Meffi'ah  fhall  fmg.     Thus  laws  and  rites 

Ellablifh'd,  fuch  delight  hath  God  in  men  245 

Obedient  to  his  will,  that  he  vouchfafes 

Among  them  to  fet  up  his  tabernacle. 

The  holy  One  with  mortal  men  to  dwell : 

By  his  prefcript  a  fancluary  is  fram'd 

Of  cedar,  overlaid  with  gold,  therein  25© 

An  ark,  and  in  the  ark  his  teftimony. 

The  records  of  his  covenant,  over  thefe 

A  mercy-feat  of  gold  between  the  wings 

Of  two  bright  Cherubim ;  before  him  burn 

Sev'n  lamps  as  in  a  zodiac  reprefenting  255 

The  heav'nly  fires ;  over  the  tent  a  cloud 

Shall  reft  by  day,  a  fiery  gleam  by  night. 

Save  when  they  journey,  ixnd  at  length  they  come, 

Condufled  by  his  Angel  to  the  land 

Promis'd  to  Abraham  and  his  feed  :  the  reft  260 

Were  long  to  tell,  how  many  battels  fought. 

How 
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How  many  kings  deftroy'd,  and  kingdoms  won. 
Or  how  the  fun  fliall  in  mid  Heav'n  Hand  ftill 
A  day  entire,  and  night's  due  courfe  adjourn, 
Man's  voice  commanding.  Sun  in  Gibeon  ftand,    265 
And  thou  moon  in  the  vale  of  Aialon, 
Till  Ifrael  overcome;  fo  call  the  third 
From  Abraham,  fon  of  Ifaac,  and  from  him 
His  whole  defcent,  who  thus  fhall  Canaan  win. 

Here  Adam  interpos'd.    O  fent  from  Heaven,  27c 
Inlightner  of  my  darknefs,  gracious  things 
Thou  haft  rcveal'd,  thofe  chiefly  which  concern 
Juft  Abraham  and  his  feed :  now  firft  I  find 
Mine  eyes  true  opening,  and  my  heart  much  eas'd, 
^rewhile  perplex'd  with  thoughts  Vv'hat  would  become 
Of  me  and  all  mankind ;  but  now  I  fee 
His  day,  in  whom  all  nations  Ihall  be  bleft. 
Favor  unmerited  by  me,  who  fought 
Forbidden  knowledge  by  forbidden  means. 
This  yet  I  apprehend  not,  why  to  thofe  280 

Among  whom  God  will  deign  to  dwell  on  earth 
So  many  and  fo  various  laws  are  given : 
So  many  laws  argue  fo  many  iins 
Among  them ;  how  can  God  with  fuch  refide  ? 

To  whom  thus  Michael.  Doubt  not  but  that  fm  285 
Will  reign  among  them,  as  of  thee  begot ; 
And  therefore  was  law  giv'n  them  to  evince 
Their  natural  pravity,  by  ftirring  up 
Sin  againft  law  to  fight :  that  when  they  fee 
Law  can  difcover  fai,  but  not  remove,  290 

Save  by  thofe  fhadcwy  expiations  weak. 

The 
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The  blood  of  bulls  and  goats,  they  may  conclude 

Some  blood  more  precious  muft  be  paid  for  man, 

Juft  for  unjuft,  that  in  fuch  righteoufnefs 

To  them  by  faith  imputed,  they  may  find  295 

J  unification  towards  God,  and  peace 

Of  confcience,  which  the  law  by  ceremonies 

Cannot  appeafe,  nor  man  the  moral  part 

Perform,  and  not  performing  cannot  live. 

So  law  appears  imperfeft,  and  but  given  300 

With  purpofe  to  refign  them  in  full  time 

Up  to  a  better  covenant,  difciphn'd 

From  ihadowy  types  to  truth,  from  fleih  to  fpirit. 

From  impofition  of  ftrid  laws  to  free 

Acceptance  of  large  grace,  from  fervile  fear  305 

To  filial,  works  of  law  to  works  of  faith. 

And  therefore,  Ihall  not  Moles,  though  of  God 

Highly  belov'd,  being  but  the  miniller 

Of  law,  his  people  into  Canaan  lead ; 

But  Jolhua  whom  the  Gentiles  Jefus  call,  310 

His  name  and  office  bearing,  who  Ihall  quell 

The  adverfary  Serpent,  and  bring  back 

Through  the  world's  wildernefs  long  wander'd  man 

Safe  to  eternal  Paradife  of  reft. 

Mean  while  they  in  their  earthly  Canaan  plac'd     315 

Long  time  Ihall  dwell  and  profper,  bat  when  fms 

National  interrupt  their  public  peace. 

Provoking  God  to  raife  them  enemies : 

From  whom  as  oft  he  favesthem  penitent 

By  judges  hrft,  then  under  kings  ;  of  whom  320 

The  fecond,  both  for  piety  rcnown'd 

Vol.  XL  K  And 
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And  puifiant  deeds,  a  promife  fhall  receive 

Irrevocable,  that  his  regal  throne 

For  ever  fhall  indure ;  the  like  Ihall  fing 

All  prophecy,  that  of  the  royal  flock  325 

Of  David  (fo  I  name  this  king)  fhall  rife 

A  fon,  the  woman's  feed  to  thee  foretold. 

Foretold  to  Abraham,  as  in  whom  iliall  trufl 

All  nations,  and  to  kings  foretold,  of  kings 

The  laft,  for  of  his  reign  fhall  be  no  end.  330 

But  firft  a  long  fuccelTion  mull  enfue. 

And  his  next  fon,  for  wealth  and  wifdom  fam'd. 

The  clouded  ark  of  God,  till  then  in  tents 

Wand'ring,  fhall  in  a  glorious  temple'  infhrine. 

Such  follow  him  as  fhall  be  regifler'd  335 

Part  good,  part  bad,  of  bad  the  longer  fcroU, 

Whofe  foul  idolatries,  and  other  faults 

Heap'd  to  the  popular  fum,  will  fo  incenfe 

God,  as  to  leave  them,  and  expofe  their  land. 

Their  city',  his  temple,  and  his  holy  ark  340 

With  all  his  facred  things,  a  fcorn  and  prey 

To  that  proud  city,  whofe  high  walls  thou  favv'fl 

Left  in  confufion,  Babylon  thence  call'd. 

There  in  captivity  he  lets  them  dwell 

The  fpace  of  fev'nty  years,  then  brings  them  back, 

Remembring  mercy,  and  his  covenant  fworn 

To  David,  icablifh'd  as  the  days  of  Heaven, 

Return'd  from  Babylon  by  leave  of  kings 

Their  lords,  whom  God  difpos'd,  the  houfe  of  God 

They  firil  re-edify,  and  for  a  while  3.50 

In  mean  eflate  live  moderate,  till  grown 

In 
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In  wealth  and  multitude,  fadious  they  grow  j 

But  firft  among  the  priefts  dilTenfion-  fprings. 

Men  who  attend  the  altar,  and  fhould  moll 

Endeavor  peace  :  their  ftrife  pollution  brings  355 

Upon  the  temple'  itfelf :  at  laft  they  feife 

The  fcepter,  and  regard  not  Dand's  fons. 

Then  lofe  it  to  a  ftranger,  that  the  true 

Anointed  king  Mefliah  might  be  born 

Barr'd  of  his  right ;  yet  at  his  birth  a  ftar  360 

Unfeen  before  in  Heav'n  proclames  him  come. 

And  guides  the  eaftern  fages,  who  inquire 

His  place,  to  ojfFer  incenfe,  myrrh,  and  gold ; 

His  place  of  birth  a  folemn  Angel  tells 

To  fimple  fhepherds,  keeping  watch  by  night;       365 

They  gladly  thither  hafte,  and  by  a  quire 

Of  fquadron'd  Angels  hear  his  carol  fung, 

A  virgin  is  his  mother,  but  his  fire 

The  pow'r  of  the  moft  High  ;  he  Ihall  afcend 

The  throne  hereditary,  and  bound  his  reign  370 

With  earth's  wide  bounds,  his  glory  with  the  Heavens* 

He  ceas'd,  difcerning  Adam  with  fuch  joy 
Surcharg'd,  as  had  hke  grief  been  dew'd  in  tears. 
Without  the  vent  of  words,  which  thefe  he  breath 'd. 

O  prophet  of  glad  tidings,  finifher  375 

Of  utmoft  hope  !  now  clear  I  underftand 
What  oft  my  fteddieft  thoughts  have  fearch'd  in  vain; 
Why  our  great  expedlation  ihould  be  call'd 
The  feed  of  Woman  :  Virgin  Mother,  hail. 
High  in  the  love  of  Heav'n,  yet  from  my  loins       380 
Thou  fhalt  proceed,  and  from  thy  womb  the  Son 

Kz  Of 
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Of  God  moft  High ;  fo  God  with  Man  unites. 
Needs  mull  the  Serpent  now  his  capital  bruife 
Expeft  with  mortal  pain :  fay  where  and  when 
Their  fight,  what  llroke  fhall  bruife  the  viftor's  heel. 

To  whom  thus  Michael.     Dream  not  of  their  fight. 
As  of  a  duel,  or  the  local  wounds 
Of  head  or  heel :  not  therefore  joins  the  Son 
Manhood  to  God-head,  with  more  flrength  to  foil 
Thy  enemy  ;  nor  fo  is  overcome  390 

Satan,  whole  fall  from  Heav'n,  a  deadlier  bruife, 
Difabled  not  to  give  thee  thy  death's  wound: 
Which  he,  who  comes  thy  Saviour,  fhall  recure. 
Not  by  dellroying  Satan,  but  his  works 
In  thee  and  in  thy  feed  :  nor  can  this  be,  395 

But  by  fulfilling  that  which  thou  didll:  want. 
Obedience  to  the  law  of  God,  impos'd 
On  penalty  of  death,  and  fuftering  death. 
The  penalty  to  thy  tranfgreffion  due. 
And  due  to  theirs  which  out  of  thine  will  grow  :     400 
So  only  can  high  julHce  reft  appaid. 
The  law  of  God  cxacl  he  fhall  fulfil 
Both  by  obedience  and  by  love,  though  love 
Alone  fulfil  the  law ;  thy  punifhment 
He  fhall  indure  by  coming  in  the  flefh  405 

To  a  reproachful  life  and  curfed  death, 
Proclaming  life  to  all  who  fhall  believe 
In  his  redemption,  and  that  his  obedience 
Imputed  becomes  theirs  by  faith,  his  merits 
To  fave  them,  not  their  own,  though  legal  works. 
For  this  he  fhall  live  hated,  be  blafphem'd, 

Seis'd 
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Seis'd  on  by  force,  judg'd,  and  to  death  condemn'd 

A  Ihamefui  and  accurs'd,  nail'd  to  the  crofs 

By  his  own  nation,  flain  for  bringing  life ; 

But  to  the  crofs  he  nails  thy  enemies,  415 

The  law  that  is  againfl  thee,  and  the  fins 

Of  all  mankind,  with  him  there  crucify'd. 

Never  to  hurt  them  more  who  lightly  trull 

In  this  his  fatisfadion ;  fo  he  dies. 

But  foon  revives ;  deatli  over  him  no  power  420 

Shall  long  ufurp;  ere  the  third  dawning  light 

Return,  the  flars  of  morn  Ihall  fee  him  rife 

Out  of  his  grave,  frefti  as  the  dawnLng  light. 

Thy  ranfom  paid,  which  man  from  death  redeems. 

His  death  for  man,  as  many  as  oiFer'd  life  425 

Negleft  not,  and  the  benefit  embrace 

By  faith  not  void  of  works  :  this  God-like  adl 

Annuls  thy  doom,  the  death  thou  Ihouldll  have  dy'd. 

In  fin  for  ever  loft  from  life;  this  ad 

Shall  bruife  the  head  of  Satan,  crulh  his  ftrength,  430 

Defeating  fin  and  death,  his  two  main  arms. 

And  fix  far  deeper  in  his  head  their  llings 

Than  temp'ral  death  ihall  bruife  the  victor's  heel. 

Or  theirs  whom  he  redeems,  a  death  like  fleep, 

A  gentle  wafting  to  immortal  life.  435 

Nor  after  refurredion  fhall  he  ftay 

Longer  on  earth  than  certain  times  to'  appear 

To  his  difciples,  men  who  in  his  life 

Still  follow'd  him;  to  them  Ihall  leave  in  charge 

To  teach  all  nations  what  of  him  they  learn'd         44.0 

And  his  falvation,  them  who  ihall  believe 

K  3  Baptizing 
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Baptizing  in  the  profluent  ftream,  the  fign 

Of  wafhing  them  from  guilt  of  fm  to  life 

Pure,  and  in  mind  prepar'd,  if  fo  befall. 

For  death,  like  that  which  the  Redeemer  dyM.      445 

All  nations  they  ihall  teach ;  for  from  that  day 

Not  only  to  the  fons  of  Abraham's  loins 

Salvation  Ihall  be  preach'd,  but  to  the  fons 

Of  Abraham's  faith  wherever  through  the  world; 

So  in  his  feed  all  nations  fhall  be  blell.  450 

Then  to  the  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  he  fhall  afcend 

With  vidlory,  triumphing  through  the  air 

Over  his  foes  and  thine  ;  there  ftiall  furprife 

The  Serpent,  prince  of  air,  and  drag  in  chains 

Through  all  his  realm,  and  there  confounded  leave ; 

Then  enter  into  glory,  and  refume 

His  feat  at  God  s  right  hand,  exalted  high 

Above  all  names  in  Heav'n ;  and  thence  fhall  come. 

When  this  world's  difTolution  (hall  be  ripe, 

With  glory'  and  pow'r  to  judge  both  quick  and  dead. 

To  judge  th'  unfaithful  dead,  but  to  reward 

His  faithful,  and  receive  them  into  blifs. 

Whether  in  Heav'n  or  Earth,  for  then  the  Earth 

Shall  all  be  Paradife,  far  happier  place 

Than  this. of  Eden,  and  far  happier  days.  465 

So  fpake  th*  Arch- Angel  Michael,  then  paus'd. 
As  at  the  world's  great  period ;  and  our  fire 
Replete  with  joy  and  wonder  thus  reply'd. 

O  Goodnefs  infinite,  Goodnefs  immenfe  ! 
That  all  this  good  of  evil  fhall  produce,  470 

And  evil  turn  to  good  -,  more  wonderful 

Than 
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Than  that  which  by  creation  firil  brought  forth 

Light  out  of  darknefs  1  full  of  doubt  I  Hand, 

Whether  I  Ihould  repent  me  now  of  fin 

By  me  done  and  occafion'd,  or  rejoice  475 

Much  more,  that  much  more  good  thereof  ihall  fpring. 

To  God  more  glory,  more  good-will  to  men 

From  God,  and  over  wrath  grace  fhall  abound. 

But  fay,  if  our  Deliverer  up  to  Heaven 

Muft  reafcend,  what  will  betide  the  few  480 

His  faithful,  left  among  th'  unfaithful  herd. 

The  enemies  of  truth  ?  who  then  ftiall  guide 

His  people,  who  defend  ?  will  they  not  deal 

Worfe  with  his  followers  than  with  him  they  dealt  ? 

Be  fure  they  will,  faid  th'  Angel ;  but  from  Heaven 
He  to  his  own  a  Comforter  will  fend. 
The  promife  of  the  Father,  who  fhall  dwell 
His  Spirit  udthin  them,  and  the  law  of  faith 
Working  through  love,  upon  their  hearts  ftiall  write. 
To  guide  them  in  all  truth,  and  alfo  arm  490 

With  fpiritual  armour,  able  to  refill 
Satan's  affaults,  and  quench  his  fiery  darts. 
What  man  can  do  againft  them,  not  afraid. 
Though  to  the  death,  againft  fuch  cruelties 
With  inward  confolations  recompens'd,  49^ 

And  oft  fupported  fo  as  ftiall  amaze 
Their  proudeft  perfecutors  :  for  the  Spirit 
Pour'd  firft  on  his  Apoftles,  whom  he  fends 
To  evangelize  the  nations,  then  on  all 
Baptiz'd,  ftiall  them  with  wondrous  gifts  indue       500 
To  fpeak  all  tongues,  and  do  all  miracles, 

K4  As 
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As  did  their  Lord  before  them.     Thus  they  win 

Great  numbers  of  each  nation  to  receive 

With  joy  the  tidings  brought  from  Heav'n  :  at  length 

Their  miniftry  performed,  and  race  well  run,  505 

Their  dodrin  and  their  ftory  written  left. 

They  die ;  but  in  their  room,  as  tliey  forewarn. 

Wolves  fhall  fucceed  for  teachers,  grievous  wolves. 

Who  all  the  facred  mylleries  of  Heaven 

To  their  own  vile  advantages  fhall  turn  510 

Of  lucre  and  ambition,  and  the  truth 

With  fuperftitions  and  traditions  taint. 

Left  only  in  thofe  written  records  pure. 

Though  not  but  by  the  Spirit  underilood. 

Then  fhall  they  feek  to'  avail  themfelves  of  names,  515 

Places,  and  titles,  and  with  thefe  to  join 

Secular  pow'r ;  though  feigning  ftill  to  aft 

By  fpiritual,  to  themfelves  appropriating 

The  Spi'rit  of  God,  promis'd  alike  and  given 

To  all  believers;  and  from  that  pretence,  520 

Spiritual  laws  by  carnal  pow'r  fhall  force 

On  every  confcience ;  laws  which  none  fhall  find 

Left  them  inroll'd,  or  what  the  Spi'rit  within 

Shall  on  the  heart  ingrave.     What  will  they  then 

But  force  the  Spi'rit  of  grace  itfeif,  and  bind  525 

His  confort  liberty  ?  what,  but  unbuild 

His  living  temples,  built  by  faith  to  fland. 

Their  own  faith,  not  another's  ?  for  on  earth 

Who  againfl  faith  and  confcience  can  be  heard 

Infallible  ?  yet  m.any  will  prefume  :  530 

Whence  heavy  perfecution  Ihall  arife 

On 
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On  all  who  in  the  worfhip  perfevere 
Of  fpi'rit  and  truth ;  the  reft,  far  greater  part. 
Will  deem  in  outward  rites  and  fpecious  forms 
Religion  fatisfied;  truth  ihall  retire  535 

Beftuck  with  fland'rous  darts,  and  works  of  faith 
Rarely  be  found  :  fo  fnali  the  world  go  on. 
To  good  malignant,  to  bad  men  benign. 
Under  her  own  weight  groaning,  till  the  day 
Appear  of  refpiration  to  the  juft,  54© 

And  vengeance  to  the  wicked,  at  return 
Of  him  fo  lately  promis'd  to  thy  aid 
The  Woman's  Seed,  obfcurely  then  foretold. 
Now  amplier  known  thy  Saviour  and  thy  Lord, 
Laft  in  the  clouds  from  Heav'n  to  be  reveal'd        545 
In  glory  of  the  Father,  to  diffolve 
Satan  with  his  perverted  world,  then  raife 
From  the  conflagrant  mafs,  purg'd  and  refin'd. 
New  Hsav'ns,  new  Earth,  ages  of  cndlefs  date 
Founded  in  righteoufnefs  and  peace  and  love,         55a 
To  bring  forth  fruits,  joy  and  eternal  bhfs. 
He  ended ;  and  thus  Adam  laft  reply'd. 
How  foon  hath  thy  prediction.  Seer  bleft, 
Meafur'd  this  tnmfient  world,  the  race  of  time. 
Till  time  ftand  fix'd  ?  beyond  is  all  abyfs,  cr^ 

Eternity,  whofe  end  no  eye  can  reach. 
Greatly  inftruded  I  ftiall  hence  depart. 
Greatly  in  peace  of  thouglxt,  and  have  my  fill 
Of  knowledge,  what  this  vcifel  can  contain  ; 
Beyond  which  was  my  folly  to  afpire.  ^60 

Henceforth  I  learn,  that  to  obey  is  beft. 

And 
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And  love  with  fear  the  only  God,  to  walk 

As  in  his  prefence,  ever  to  obferve 

His  providence,  and  on  him  fole  depend. 

Merciful  over  all  his  works,  with  good  565 

Still  overcoming  evil,  and  by  fmall 

AccompUfhing  great  things,  by  things  deem'd  weak 

Subverting  worldly  ftrong,  and  worldly  wife 

By  fimply  meek;  that  fufFering  for  truth's  fake 

Is  fortitude  to  higheft  vi£lory,  570 

And  to  the  faithful  death  the  gate  of  life; 

Taught  this  by  his  example  whom  I  now 

Acknowledge  my  Redeemer  ever  bleft. 

To  whom  thus  alfo  th'  Angel  laft  reply'd. 
This  having  learn'd,  thou  hart  attain'd  the  fum      575 
Of  wifdom  ;  hope  no  high'er,  though  all  the  liars 
Thou  knew'ft  by  name,  and  all  th'  ethereal  pow'rs. 
All  fecrets  of  the  deep,  all  Nature's  works. 
Or  works  of  God  in  Heav'n,  air,  earth,  or  fea. 
And  all  the  riches  of  this  world  enjoy'dft,  580 

And  all  the  rule,  one  empire ;  only  add 
Deeds  to  thy  knowledge  anfwerable,  add  faith. 
Add  virtue,  patience,  temperance,  add  love. 
By  name  to  come  call'd  charity,  the  foul 
Of  all  the  reft :  then  wilt  thou  not  be  loath  585 

To  leave  this  Paradife,  but  fhalt  pofTefs 
A  Paradife  within  thee,  happier  far. 
Let  us  defcend  now  therefore  from  this  top 
Of  fpeculation ;  for  the  hour  precife 
Exadls  our  parting  hence  ;  and  fee  the  guards,       590 
By  me  incamp'd  on  yonder  hill,  expeft 

Their 
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Their  motion,  at  whofe  front  a  flaming  fvvord. 

In  fignal  of  remove,  waves  fiercely  round ; 

We  may  no  longer  ilay  :  go,  waken  Eve; 

Her  alfo  I  with  gentle  dreams  have  calm'd  ^p- 

P  or  tending  good,  and  all  her  fpi'rits  compos 'd 

To  meek  fubmiflion :  thoa  at  feafon  fit 

Let  her  with  thee  partake  what  thou  haft  heard. 

Chiefly  what  may  concern  her  faith  to  know. 

The  great  deliverance  by  her  feed  to  come  600 

(For  by  the  Woman's  feed)  on  all  mankind : 

That  ye  may  live,  which  will  be  many  days. 

Both  in  one  faith  unanimous,  though  fad 

With  caufe  for  evils  pail,  yet  much  more  chear'd 

With  meditation  on  the  happy  end.  60c 

He  enddd,  and  they  both  defcend  the  hill ; 
Defcended,  Adam  to  the  bow'r  where  Eve 
Lay  flcping  ran  before,  but  found  her  wak'd ; 
And  thus  with  words  not  fad  fhe  him  receiv'd. 

Whence  thou  return'ft,  and  whither  went'ft,  I  know 
For  God  is  alfo'  in  fleep,  and  dreams  advife. 
Which  he  hath  fent  propitious,  fome  great  good 
Prefaging,  fmce  with  forrow'  and  heart's  dillrefs 
Wearied  I  fell  afleep  :  but  now  lead  on. 
In  me  is  no  delay  ;  with  thee  to  go,  61  r 

Is  to  ftay  here  ;  without  thee  here  to  flay. 
Is  to  go  hence  unwilling ;  thou  to  Hie 
Art  all  things  under  Heav'n,  all  places  thou. 
Who  for  my  wilful  crime  art  banifh'd  hence. 
This  further  confolation  yet  fecure  620 

I  carry  hence ;  though  all  by  me  is  lofl. 

Such 
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Such  favor  I  unworthy  am  vouchfaPd, 
By  me  the  promis'd  Seed  fhall  all  rellore. 

So  fpake  our  mother  Eve,  and  Adam  heard 
Well  pleas 'd,  but  anfwer'd  not;  for  now  too  nigh  625 
Th'  Arch- Angel  flood,  and  from  the  other  hill 
To  their  fix'd  flation,  all  in  bright  array 
The  Cherubim  defcended ;  on  the  ground 
Gliding  meteorous,  as  evening  mill 
Ris'n  from  a  river  o'er  the  mariih  glides,  63a 

And  gathers  ground  faft  at  the  lab'rer's  heel 
Homeward  returning.     High  in  front  ad  vane 'd 
The  brandilh'd  fword  of  God  before  them  blaz'd 
Fierce  as  a  comet;  which  with  torrid  heat. 
And  vapor  as  the  Libyan  air  adufl,  6^^ 

Began  to  parch  that  temp 'rate  clime ;  whereat 
In  either  hand  the  hafl'ning  Angel  caught 
Our  ling'riag  parents,  and  to  the  eaftern  gate 
Led  them  dire^b,  and  down  the  clift  as  fall 
To  the  fubjeded  plain ;  then  difappear'd.  640 

They  looking  back,  all  th'  eaftern  fide  beheld 
Of  Paradife,  fo  late  their  happy  feat, 
Wav'd  over  by  that  flaming  brand,  the  gate 
With  dreadful  faces  tlirong'd  and  fiery  arms  : 
Some  natural  tears  they  dropt,  but  wip'd  them  foon; 
The  world  was  all  before  them.,  where  to  choofe 
Their  place  of  reft,  and  Providence  their  guide  : 
They  hand  in  hand,  with  wand'ring  ileps  and  flow. 
Through  Eden  took  their  folitary  way. 
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I  Who  ere  while  the  happy  garden  fung. 
By  one  man's  difobedience  loft,  now  fing 
Recover'd  Paradife  to  all  mankind. 
By  one  man's  firm  obedience  fully  try'd 
Through  all  temptation,  and  tlie  tempter  foil'd  ^ 

In  all  his  wiles,  defeated  and  repuls'd. 
And  Eden  rais'd  in  the  wafle  wildernefs. 

Thou  Spi'rit  who  ledft  this  glorious  eremite 
Into  the  defert,  his  viftorious  field, 
Againft  the  fpiritual  foe,  and  brought'ft  him  thence     lo 
By  proof  th'  undoubted  Son  of  God,  infpire. 
As  thou  art  wont,  my  prompted  fong  elfe  mute. 
And  bear  through  highth  or  depth  of  nature's  bounds 
With  profp'rous  wing  full  fumm'd,  to  tell  of  deeds 
Above  heroic,  though  in  fecret  done,  1 5 

And  unrecorded  left  through  many  an  age. 
Worthy  t'  have  not  remain 'd  To  Ion?  unfano-. 

Now  had  the  great  Proclamer,  with  a  voice 
More  awful  than  the  found  of  trumpet,  cry'd 
Repentance,  and  Heav'n's  kingdom  nigh  at  hand     20 
To  all  baptia'd  :  to  his  great  baptifm  flock'd 
With  awe  the  regions  round,  and  with  them  came 

4  From 
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From  Nazareth  the  Ton  of  jofeph  deem'd 

To  the  flood  Jordan,  came  as  then  obfcure, 

Unmark'd,  unknown  ;  but  him  the  Baptill  Toon        23 

Deicry'd,  divinely  warn'd,  and  witnefs  bore 

As  to  his  worthier,  and  would  have  refign'd 

To  him  his  heav'nly  office,  nor  was  long 

His  witnefs  unconiirm'd  :  on  him  baptis'd 

Heav'n  open'd,  and  in  iikenefs  of  a  dove  30 

The  Spi'rit  defcended,  while  the  Father's  voice 

From  Heav'n  pronounc'd  him  his  beloved  Son. 

That  heard  the  Adverfary,  who,  roving  ftill 

About  the  v/orid,  at  that  affembly  fam'd 

Would  not  be  laft,  and  v/ith  the  voice  divine  35 

Nigh  thunder-flruck,  th'  exalted  man,  to  whom 

Such  high  atteii  was  giv'n,  a  while  furvey'd 

With  wonder,  then  with  envy  fraught  and  rage 

Flies  to  his  place,  nor  refts,  but  in  mid  air 

To  council  fummons  all  his  mighty  peers,  40 

Within  thick  clouds  and  dark  ten-fold  involv'd, 

A  gloomy  confiflory  ;  and  them  amidft 

With  looks  aghaft  and  fad  he  thus  befpake. 

O  ancient  Povv'rs  of  air  and  this  wide  world. 
For  much  more  willingly  I  mention  air,  45 

This  our  old  conqueft,  than  remember  Hell, 
Our  hated  habitation;  well  ye  know 
How  many  ages,  as  the  years  of  men. 
This  univerfe  we  have  poffefs'd,  and  rul'd 
In  manner  at  our  will  th'  affairs  of  earth. 
Since  Adam  and  his  facil  confort  Eve 
LoH  Faradife  decciv'd  by  me,  though  fmce 
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With  dread  attending  when  that  fatal  wound 

Shall  be  inflided  by  the  feed  of  Eve 

Upon  my  head  :  long  the  decrees  of  Heaven  55 

Delay,  for  longeft  time  to  him  is  fhort ; 

And  now  too  foon  for  us  the  circling  hours 

This  dreaded  time  have  compafs'd,  wherein  we 

Mull  bide  the  ftroke  of  that  long  threaten'd  wound. 

At  leaH  if  fo  we  can,  and  by  the  head  6q 

Broken  be. not  intended  all  our  power 

To  be  infring'd,  our  freedom  and  our  being. 

In  this  fair  empire  won  of  earth  and  air ; 

For  this  ill  news  I  bring,  the  woman's  feed 

Deftin'd  to  this,  is  late  of  woman  born :  65 

His  birth  to  our  juft  fear  gave  no  fmall  caufe. 

But  his  growth  now  to  youth's  full  flow'r,  difplaying 

All  virtue,  grace,  and  wifdom  to  achieve 

Things  higheft,  greateft,  multiplies  my  fear. 

Before  him  a  great  prophet,  to  proclame  70 

His  coming,  is  fent  harbinger,  who  all 

Invites,  and  in  the  confecrated  ftream 

Pretends  to  wafli  off  fm,  and  fit  them  fo 

Purified  to  receive  him  pure,  or  rather 

To  do  him  honor  as  their  king  ;  all  come,  7^ 

And  he  himfelf  among  them  was  baptiz'd. 

Not  thence  to  be  more  pure,  but  to  receive 

The  teftimony'  of  Heav'n,  that  who  he  is 

Thenceforth  the  nations  may  not  doubt ;  I  faw 

The  prophet  do  him  reverence,  on  him  rifmg  80 

Out  of  the  water,  Heav'n  above  the  clouds 

Unfold  her  cryflal  doors,  thence  on  his  head 

Vol.  XT.  L  '  A  perfca 
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A  perfeft  dove  defcend,  whatc'er  it  meant. 

And  out  of  Heav'n  the  fov'ran  voice  I  heard. 

This  is  my  Son  belov'd,  in  him  am  pleas'd.  85 

His  mother  then  is  mortal,  but  his  fire 

He  who  obtains  the  monarchy  of  Heaven, 

And  what  will  he  not  do  to'  advance  his  Son  ? 

His  firll-begot  we  know,  and  fore  have  felt. 

When  his  fierce  thunder  drove  us  to  the  deep ;         90 

Who  this  is  we  muil  learn,  for  man  he  feems 

In  all  his  lineaments,  though  in  his  face 

The  glimpfes  of  his  Father's  glory  fhine. 

Ye  fee  our  danger  on  the  utmoft  edge 

Of  hazard,  which  admits  no  long  debate,  95 

But  mull  with  fomething  fudden  be  oppos'd. 

Not  force,  but  well-cauch'd  fraud,  well-woven  fnares. 

Ere  in  the  head  of  nations  he  appear 

Their  king,  their  leader,  and  fupreme  on  earth. 

I,  when  no  other  durft,  foie  undertook  io« 

The  difmal  expedition  to  find  out 

And  ruin  Adam,  and  th*  exploit  performed 

Succefsfully ;  a  calmer  voyage  now 

Will  waft  me  ;  and  the  way  found  profp'rous  once 

Induces  bell  to  hope  of  like  fuccefs.  105 

He  ended,  and  his  words  imprefiion  left 
Of  much  amazement  to  th'  infernal  crew, 
Dillrafled  and  furpris'd  with  deep  (Hfmay 
At  thefe  fad  tidings ;  but  no  time  was  then 
For  long  indulgence  to  their  fears  or  grief:  1 10 

Unanimous  they  all  commit  the  care 
And  management  of  this  main  enterprize 

To 
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To  him  their  great  di6lator,  whofe  attempt 

At  firft  againft  mankind  fo  well  had  thriv'd 

In  Adam's  overthrow,  and  led  their  march  11^ 

From  Hell's  deep- vaulted  den  to  dwell  in  light. 

Regents  and  potentates,  and  kings,  yea  Gods 

Of  many  a  pleafant  realm  and  province  wide. 

So  to  the  coaft  of  Jordan  he  directs 

His  eafy  fleps,  girded  with  faaky  wiles,  1 20 

Where  he  might  likelieft  find  this  new-declar'd. 

This  man  of  men,  attefted  Son  of  God, 

Temptation  and  all  guile  on  him  to  try  ; 

So  to  fubvert  whom  he  fufpefted  rais'd 

To  end  his  reign  on  earth  fo  long  enjoy 'd:  12^ 

But  contrary  unweeting  he  fulfill 'd 

The  purpos'd  counfel  pre-ordain'd  and  fix'd 

Of  the  moll  High,  who  in  full  frequence  bright 

Of  Angels,  thus  to  Gabriel  fmiling  fpake. 

Gabriel,  this  day  by  proof  thou  Ihalt  behold,      130 
Thou  and  all  Angels  converfimt  on  earth 
With  man  or  mens  aifairs,  how  I  begin 
To  verify  that  folemn  mefiage  late. 
On  which  I  fent  thee  to  the  Virgin  pure 
In  Galilee,  th^t  Ihe  fhould  bear  a  fon  1 35 

Gri^at  in  renown,  and  call'd  the  Son  of  God ; 
Then  toldil  her  doubting  how  thefe  things  could  be 
To  her  a  virgin,  that  on  her  Ihould  come 
The  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  pow'r  of  the  Higheft 
O'er-fhadow  her:  this  ma-n  born  and  now  up-growi?. 
To  fhow  him  v/orthy  of  his  birth  divine 
And  high  prediction,  henceforth  I  expofe 
■     -    .■  L  2  Tq 
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To  Satan ;  let  him  tempt  and  now  aflay 

His  utmoft  fubtlety,  becaufe  he  boafls 

And  vaunts  of  his  great  cunning  to  the  throng       145 

Of  his  apoftafy ;  he  might  have  learnt 

Lefs  ovenveening,  fince  he  faii'd  in  Job, 

V/hofe  conltant  perfeverance  overcame 

Whate'er  his  cruel  malice  could  invent. 

He  now  fhall  know  I  can  produce  a  man  150 

Of  female  feed,  far  abler  to  refill 

All  his  felicitations,  and  at  length 

All  his  vaft  force,  and  drive  him  back  to  Hell, 

Winning  by  conquell  what  the  firft  man  loft 

By  fallacy  furpris'd.     But  firfc  I  mean  155 

To  exercife  him  in  the  wildernefs. 

There  he  fhall  firft  lay  down  the  rudiments 

Of  his  great  warfare,  ere  I  fend  him  forth 

To  conquer  Sin  and  Death,  the  two  grand  foes. 

By  humiliation  and  ftrcng  fuirerance  :  160 

His  weaknefs  fhall  o'ercome  Satanic  ftrength. 

And  all  the  world,  and  mafs  of  finful  flefh ; 

That  all  the  Angels  and  ethereal  Powers, 

They  now,  and  men  hereafter  may  difcern. 

From  what  confummate  virtue  I  have  chofe  165 

This  perfed  man,  by  merit  call'd  my  ^on. 

To  earn  fabation  for  the  fons  of  men. 

So  fpake  th'  eternal  Father;  and  all  Heaven 
Admiring  ftood  a  fpace,  then  into  hymns 
Burft  fojth,  and  in  celeilial  meafures  movM,  170 

Circling  the  throne  and  fmging,  while  the  hand 
Sung  with  the  voice,  and  this  the  argument, 

Viaorv 
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Viftory  and  triumph  to  the  Son  of  God 
Now  entring  his  great  duel,  not  of  arms. 
But  to  vanquifh  by  wifdom  hellilh  wiles.  175 

The  Father  knows  the  Son ;  therefore  fecure 
Ventures  his  filial  virtue,  though  untry'd, 
Againft  whate'er  may  tempt,  whate'er  feduce. 
Allure,  or  terrify,  or  undermine. 

Be  fruftrate  all  ye  llratagems  of  Hell,  180 

And  devilifh  machinations  come  to  nought. 

So  they  in  Heav'n  their  odes  and  vigils  tun'd : 
Mean  while  the  Son  of  God,  who  yet  fome  days 
Lodg'd  in  Bethabara  where  John  baptiz'd, 
Mufmg  and  much  revolving  in  his  breaft,  185 

How  beft  the  mighty  work  he  might  begin 
Of  Saviour  to  mankind,  and  which  way  firll 
Publiih  his  God-like  ofiice  now  mature. 
One  day  forth  walk'd  alone,  the  Spirit  leading. 
And  his  deep  thoughts,  the  better  to  converfe         1 90 
With  folitude,  till  far  from  track  of  men. 
Thought  following  thought,  and  ftep  by  ftep  led  on. 
He  enter'd  now  the  bord'ring  defert  wild. 
And  with  dark  fhades  and  rocks  environ'd  round. 
His  holy  meditations  thus  purfu'd.  195 

O  what  a  multitude  of  thoughts  at  once 
Awaken'd  in  me  fwarm,  while  I  confider 
What  from  within  I  feel  myfelf,  and  hear 
What  from  without  comes  often  to  my  ears, 
111  forting  with  my  prefent  Hate  compar'd  1  200 

When  I  was  yet  a  child,  no  childifh  play 
To  me  was  pleafing  ;  all  my  mind  was  fct 

L  3  Serious 
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Serious  to  learn  and  know,  and  thence  to  do 

What  might  be  public  good ;  myfelf  I  thought 

Born  to  that  end,  born  to  promote  all  truth,  205 

All  righteous  things  :  therefore  above  my  years. 

The  law  of  God  I  read,  and  found  it  fweet. 

Made  it  my  whole  delight,  and  in  it  grew 

To  fuch  perfedlion,  that  ere  yet  my  age 

Had  meafur'd  twice  fix  years,  at  our  great  feafl     210 

I  went  into  the  temple,  there  to  hear 

The  teachers  of  our  law,  and  to  propofe 

What  might  improve  my  knowledge  or  their  o\;ti  ; 

And  was  admir'd  by  all :  }'et  this  not  all 

To  which  my  fpi'rit  afpir'd;  victorious  deeds        215 

Flam'd  in  my  heart,  heroic  ads,  one  while 

To  refcue  Ifrael  from  the  Roman  yoke. 

Then  to  fubdue  and  quell  o'er  all  the  earth 

Brute  violence  and  proud  tyrannic  power. 

Till  truth  were  freed,  and  equity  reftor'd  :  220 

Yet  held  it  more  humane,  more  heav'nly  iirft 

By  winning  words  to  conquer  willing  hearts, 

?\nd  make  perfuafion  do  the  work  of  fear  i 

At  leafc  to  try,  and  teach  the  erring  foul 

Not  wilfully  mif-doing,  but  unware  225 

Milled ;  the  llubborn  only  to  fubdue. 

Thefe  grov,ing  thoughts  my  mother  foon  perceiving 

By  words  at  times  call  forth  inly  rejoic'd. 

And  faid  to  me  apart.  High  are  thy  thoughts 

O  Son,  but  nourifn  them  and  let  them  foar  230 

To  v/hat  highth  facred  virtue  and  true  worth 

Can  raife  them,  though  above  example  high ; 

3  By 
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By  matchlefs  deeds  exprefs  thy  matchlefs  Sire. 

For  know,  thou  art  no  Ton  of  mortal  man ; 

Though  men  efteem  thee  low  of  parentage,  235 

Thy  father  is  th'  eternal  King  who  rules 

AH  Heav'n  and  Earth,  Angels  and  Sons  of  men; 

A  meffenger  from  God  foretold  thy  birth 

Conceiv'd  in  me  a  virgin,  he  foretold 

Thou  Ihouldil  be  great,  and  fit  on  David's  throne,    24© 

And  of  thy  kingdom  there  fhould  be  no  end. 

At  thy  nativity  a  glorious  quire 

Of  Angels  in  the  fields  of  Bethlehem  fung 

To  iliepherds  watching  at  their  folds  by  night. 

And  told  them  the  Meffiah  now  was  born  245 

Where  they  might  fee  ham,  and  to  tliee  they  came, 

Direfted  to  the  manger  where  thou  lay'ft. 

For  in  the  inn  was  left  no  better  room : 

A  flar,  not  feen  before,  in  Heav'n  appearing 

Guided  the  wife  men  thither  from  the  eaft,  250 

To  honor  thee  with  incenfe,  myrrh,  and  gold. 

By  whofe  bright  courfe  led  on  they  found  the  place. 

Affirming  it  thy  Har  new  grav'n  in  Heaven, 

By  which  they  knew  the  king  of  Ifrael  born. 

Juft  Simeon  and  prophetic  Anna,  warn'd  255 

By  vifion,  found  thee  in  the  temple',  and  fpake 

Before  the  altar  and  the  vefted  priell. 

Like  things  of  thee  to  all  that  prefent  flood. 

This  having  heard,  flrait  I  again  revolv'd 

The  law  and  prophets,  fearchir^  what  was  writ      26.0 

Concerning  the  MelTiah,  to  our  fcribes 

Known  partly,  and  foon  found  of  whom  they  fpake 

L  4  I  am  ; 
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I  am ;  this  chiefly,  that  my  way  mud  lie 

Through  many  a  hard  afTay  ev'n  to  the  death. 

Ere  I  the  promis'd  kingdom  can  attain,  265 

Or  work  redemption  for  mankind,  whofe  fms 

Full  weight  muft  be  transferr'd  upon  my  head. 

Yet  neither  thus  di(hearten'd  or  difmay'd. 

The  time  prefix 'd  I  waited,  when  behold 

The  Baptiil  (of  whofe  birth  I  oft  had  heard,  270 

Not  knew  by  fight)  now  come,  who  was  to  ccme 

Before  Melliah  and  his  way  prepare. 

I  as  all  others  to  his  baptifm  came. 

Which  I  beiiev'd  was  from  above;  but  he 

Strait  knew  me,  and  with  loudell  voice  proclam'd    275 

Me  him  (for  it  was  fhown  him  fo  from  Heaven) 

Me  him  whofe  harbinger  he  was  ;  and  firft 

Refus'd  on  me  his  baptifm  to  confer. 

As  much  his  greater,  and  was  hardly  won; 

But  as  I  rofe  out  of  the  laving  ftream,  2S0 

Heav'n  open'd  her  eternal  doors,  from  whence 

The  Spi'rit  defcended  on  me  like  a  dove. 

And  lafi,  the  fum  of  all,  my  Father's  voice. 

Audibly  heard  from  Heav'n,  pronounc'd  me  his. 

Me  his  beloved  Son,  in  whom  alone  2S5 

He  was  well  pleas'dj  by  which  I  knew  the  time 

Now  full,  that  I  no  more  fhould  live  obfcure. 

But  openly  begin,  as  belt  becomes 

Th'  authority  which  1  dcriv'd  from  Heaven. 

And  now  by  fome  ilrong  motion  I  am  led  290 

Into  this  vvildernefs,  to  what  intent 

I  learn  no:  yet,  perhaps  I  need  not  know ; 

For 
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For  what  concerns  my  knowledge  God  reveals. 

So  fpake  our  Morning  ilar  then  in  his  rile. 
And  looking  round  on  every  fide  beheld  295 

A  pathlefs  defert,  dufk  with  horrid  Ihades ; 
The  way  he  came  not  having  mark'd,  return 
Was  difficult,  by  human  Heps  untrod ; 
And  he  fiill  on  was  led,  but  with  fuch  thoughts 
Accompanied  of  things  paft  and  to  come  300 

Lodg'd  in  his  breafl,  as  well  might  recommend 
Such  folitude  before  choiceft  fociety. 
Full  forty  days  he  pafs'd,  whether  on  hill 
Sometimes,  anon  in  fliady  vale,  each  night 
Under  the  covert  of  fome  ancient  oak,  30c 

Or  cedar,  to  defend  him  from  the  dew. 
Or  harbour'd  in  lone  cave,  is  not  reveal'd ; 
Nor  tailed  human  food,  nor  hunger  felt 
Till  thcfe  days  ended,  hunger'd  then  at  laft 
Among  wild  bealb  :  they  at  his  fight  grew  mild,    310 
Nor  fleeping  him  nor  waking  harm'd,  his  walk 
The  fiery  ferpcnt  fled,  and  noxious  worm. 
The  lion  and  fierce  tiger  glar'd  aloof. 
But  now  an  aged  man  in  rural  weeds. 
Following,  as  feem'd,  the  queft  of  fome  ftray  ewe,    3 1 5 
Or  wither'd  Hicks  to  gather,  which  might  ferve 
Againft  a  winter's  day  when  winds  blow  keen. 
To  v/arm  him  wet  return'd  from  field  at  eve. 
He  faw  approach,  who  firft  with  curious  eye 
Perus'd  him,  then  with  words  thus  utter'd  fpake.  320 

Sir,  what  ill  chance  hath  brought  thee  to  this  place 
So  fir  from  path  or  road  of  men,  who  pafs 

In 
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In  troop  or  caravan  ?  for  fingle  none 

Durft  ever,  who  retum'd,  and  dropt  not  here 

His  carcafs,  pin'd  with  hunger  and  with  drouth.     325 

I  afk  the  rather,  and  the  more  admire, 

For  that  to  me  thou  Teem'ft  the  man,  whom  late 

Our  new  baptizing  Prophet  at  the  ford 

Of  Jordan  honor'd  fo,  and  call'd  thee  Son 

Of  God;  I  faw  and  heard,  for  wc  fometimes  330 

Who  dwell  this  wild,  conftrain'd  by  want,  come  forth 

To  town  or  village  nigh  (nigheft  is  far) 

Where  ought  we  hear,  and  curious  are  to  hear. 

What  happens  new ;  fame  alfo  finds  us  out. 

To  whom  the  Son  of  God.  Who  brought  me  hither^ 
Will  bring  me  hence ;  no  other  guide  I  feek. 

By  miracle  he  may,  reply 'd  the  fwain. 
What  other  way  I  fee  not,  for  we  here 
Live  on  tough  roots  and  Hubs,  to  thirft  inur'd 
More  than  the  camel,  and  to  drink  go  far,  340 

Men  to  much  mifery  and  hardfnip  born ; 
But  if  thou  be  the  Son  of  God,  command 
That  out  of  thefe  hard  Hones  be  made  thee  bread. 
So  fhalt  thou  fave  thyfelf  and  us  relieve 
With  food,  whereof  we  wretched  feldom  tafte.        345 

He  ended,  and  the  Son  of  God  reply'd. 
Think' ft  thou  fuch  force  in  bread  ?  is  it  not  written 
(For  I  difcern  thee  other  than  thou  feem'ft) 
Man  lives  not  by  bread  only,  but  each  word 
Proceeding  from  the  mouth  of  God,  who  fed  350 

Our  fathers  here  with  Manna  ?  in  the  mount 
Mofes  was  forty  days,  nor  eat  nor  drank; 

And 
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And  forty  days  Elijah  without  food 
Wander'd  this  barren  wa{l:e ;  the  fame  I  now : 
Why  doft  thou  then  fuggeft  to  me  difiruft,  355 

Knowing  who  I  am,  as  I  know  who  thou  art  ? 

Whom  thus  anfwer'd  th'  Arch-Fiend  now  undif- 
'Tis  true,  I  am  that  Spirit  unfortunate,  [guis'd. 

Who  leagu'd  with  millions  more  in  rafh  revolt 
Kept  not  my  happy  ftation,  but  was  driven  360 

With  them  from  blifs  to  the  bottomlefs  deep. 
Yet  to  that  hideous  place  not  fo  confin'd 
By  rigor  unconniving,  but  that  oft 
Leaving  my  dolorous  prifon  I  enjoy 
Large  liberty  to  round  this  globe  of  earth,  365 

Or  range  in  th'  air,  nor  from  the  Heav'n  of  Heavens 
Hath  he  excluded  my  refort  fometimes. 
I  came  among  the  fons  of  God,  when  he 
Gave  up  into  my  hands  Uzzean  Job 
To  prove  him,  and  illuftrate  his  high  worth;  370 

And  when  to  all  his  Angels  he  propos'd 
To  draw  the  proud  king  Ahab  into  fraud 
That  he  might  fall  in  Ramoth,  they  demurring, 
I  undertook  that  office,  and  the  tongues 
Of  all  his  flattering  prophets  glibb'd  with  lies         375 
To  his  deftruclion,  as  I  had  in  charge. 
For  what  he  bids  I  do :  though  I  have  loft 
Much  luftre  of  my  native  brightnefs,  loft 
To  be  belov'd  of  God,  I  have  not  loft 
To  love,  at  leaft  contem. plate  and  admire  380 

What  I  fee  excellent  in  good,  or  fair. 
Or  virtuous,  I  (hould  fo  have  loft  all  fenfe. 

What 
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What  can  be  then  lefs  in  me  than  defire 

To  fee  thee  and  approach  thee,  whom  I  know 

Declar'd  the  Son  of  God,  to  hear  attent  385 

Thy  wifdom,  and  behold  thy  Godlike  deeds  ? 

Men  generally  think  me  much  a  foe 

To  all  mankind  :  why  Ihould  I  ?  they  to  me 

Never  did  wrong  or  violence  ;  by  them 

I  loil  not  what  I  loll,  rather  by  them  390 

I  gain'd  what  I  have  gain'd,  and  with  them  dwell 

Copartner  in  thefe  regions  of  the  world. 

If  not  difpofer;  lend  them  oft  my  aid. 

Oft  my  advice  by  prefages  and  figns. 

And  anfwers,  oracles,  portents,  and  dreams,  395 

Whereby  they  may  diredl  their  future  life. 

Envy  they  fay  excites  me,  thus  to  gain 

Companions  of  my  mifery  and  woe. 

At  firft  it  may  be ;  but  long  fince  with  woe 

Nearer  acquainted,  now  I  feel  by  proof,  400 

That  fellowfhip  in  pain  divides  not  fmart. 

Nor  lightens  ought  each  man's  peculiar  load. 

Small  confolation  then,  were  man  adjoin'd : 

This  wounds  me  moll  (what  can  it  lefs  r)  that  man, 

Man  fall'n  fhall  be  reflor'd,  I  never  more.  405 

To  whom  our  Saviour  flernly  thus  reply'd. 
Defervedly  thou  griev'll,  compos'd  of  lies 
From  the  beginning,  and  in  lies  wilt  end  ; 
Who  boail'ft  releafe  from  Hell,  and  leave  to  come 
Into  the  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns:  thou  com'il  indeed,  410 
As  a  poor  miferable  captive  thrall 
Comes  to  the  place  where  he  before  had  fat 

Among 
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Among  the  prime  in  fplendor,  now  depos'd, 

Ejefted,  emptied,  gaz'd,  unpitied,  fhunn'd, 

A  fpedlacle  of  ruin  or  of  fcorn  41^ 

To  all  the  hoft  of  Heav'n :  the  happy  place 

Imparts  to  thee  no  happinefs,  no  joy. 

Rather  inflames  thy  torment,  reprefenting 

Loft  bhfs,  to  thee  no  more  communicable. 

So  never  more  in  Hell  than  when  in  Heaven.  420 

But  thou  art  ferviceable  to  Heav'n's  King. 

Wilt  thou  impute  to'  obedience  what  thy  fear 

Extorts,  or  pleafure  to  do  ill  excites  ? 

What  but  thy  malice  mov'd  thee  to  mifdeem 

Of  righteous  Job,  then  cruelly  to'  afflidt  him  425 

With  all  inflidlions  ?  but  his  patience  won. 

The  other  fervice  was  thy  chofen  tafk. 

To  be  a  liar  in  four  hundred  mouths  ; 

For  lying  is  thy  fuftenance,  thy  food. 

Yet  thou  pretend'ft  to  truth;  all  oracles  430 

By  thee  are  giv'n,  and  what  confefs'd  more  true 

Among  the  nations  ?  that  hath  been  thy  craft. 

By  mixing  fomewhat  true  to  vent  more  lies. 

But  what  have  been  thy  anfwers,  what  but  dark. 

Ambiguous,  and  with  double  fenfe  deluding,  435 

Which  they  who  afk'd  have  feldom  underftood. 

And  not  well  underftood  as  good  not  known  i 

Who  ever  by  confulting  at  thy  fhrine 

Return'd  the  wifer,  or  the  more  inftrufl 

To  fly  or  follow  what  concern'd  him  moft,  440 

And  run  not  fooner  to  his  fatal  fnare  ? 

For  God  hath  juftly  giv'n  the  nations  up 

To 
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To  thy  delufions;  juftly,  fince  they  fell 

Idolatrous :  but  when  his  purpofe  is 

Among  them  to  declare  his  providence    '  445 

To  thee  not  known,  whence  haft  thou  then  thy  truth. 

But  from  him  or  his  Angels  prefident 

In  every  province  ?  who  themfelves  difdaining 

T*  approach  thy  temples,  give  thee  in  command 

What  to  the  fmalleft  tittle  thou  ihalt  fay  450 

To  thy  adorers ;  thou  with  trembling  fear. 

Or  like  a  fawning  parafite,  obey'ft ; 

Then  to  thyfelf  afcrib'ft  the  truth  foretold. 

But  this  thy  glory  fhall  be  foon  retrench'd ; 

No  more  fhalt  thou  by  oracling  abufe  455 

The  Gentiles;  henceforth  oracles  are  ceas'd. 

And  thou  no  more  with  pomp  and  facxiiice 

Shalt  be  inquir'd  at  Delphos  or  elfewhere. 

At  leaft  in  vain,  for  they  fliail  find  thee  mute. 

God  hath  now  fent  his  living  oracle  460 

Into  the  world  to  teach  his  final  will. 

And  fends  his  Spi'rit  of  truth  henceforth  to  dwell 

In  pious  hearts,  an  inward  oracle 

To  all  trudi  requifite  for  men  to  know. 

So  fpake  our  Saviour;  but  the  fubtle  Fiend,      465 
Though  inly  flung  with  anger  and  difdain, 
DilTembled,  and  this  anfwer  fmooth  return'd. 

Sharply  thou  haft  infifted  on  rebuke. 
And  urg'd  me  hard  with  doings,  which  not  will 
But  mifery  Imth  wrefted  from  me  :  where  4 70 

Eafily  canft  thou  find  one  miferable, 
And  not  enforc'd  eft-tiHries  to  part  from  truth; 

If 
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If  it  may  ftand  him  more  in  ftead  to  lie. 

Say  and  unfay,  feign,  flatter,  or  abjure  ? 

But  thou  art  plac'd  above  me,  thou  art  Lord ;        47^ 

From  thee  I  can  and  muft  fubmifs  indure 

Check  or  reproof,  and  glad  to  'fcape  fo  quit. 

Hard  are  the  ways  of  truth,  and  rough  to  walk. 

Smooth  on  the  tongue  difcours'd,  pleafing  to  th'  ear. 

And  tuneable  as  fylvan  pipe  or  fong ;  480 

What  wonder  then  if  I  delight  to  hear 

Her  didlates  from  thy  mouth  ?  moft  men  admire 

Virtue,  who  follow  not  her  lore  :  permit  me 

To  hear  thee  when  I  come  (fmce  no  man  comes) 

And  talk  at  leaft,  though  I  defpair  to'  attain.  485 

Thy  Father,  who  is  holy,  wife,  and  pure. 

Suffers  the  hypocrite  or  atheous  prieil: 

To  tread  his  facred  courts,  and  minifter 

About  his  altar,  handling  holy  things, 

Praying  or  vowing,  and  vouchfaf 'd  his  voice         490 

To  Balaam  reprobate,  a  prophet  yet 

Infpir*d ;  difdain  not  fuch  accefs  to  me. 

To  whom  our  Saviour  with  unalter'd  brow. 
Thy  coming  hither,  though  I  know  thy  fcope, 
I  bid  not  or  forbid;  do  as  thou  find' ft  455 

PermilFion  from  above ;  thou  canft  not  more. 

He  added  not;  and  Satan  bowing  low 
His  gray  dilTimulation,  difappear'd 
Into  thin  air  diifus'd :  for  now  began 
Night  with  her  fullen  wings  to  double-fhade  500 

The  defert;  fowls  in  their  clay  nefts  were  couch'd; 
Apd  now  wild  beafts  came  forth  the  woods  to  roam. 

THE    END    OF     THE     FIRST     BOOK. 
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MEAN  while  the  new-baptiz'd,  who  yet  remain'd 
At  Jordan  with  the  Baptift,  and  had  feen 
Him  whom  they  heard  fo  late  exprefly  cali'd 
Jefus  Meffiah  Son  of  God  declar'd. 
And  on  that  high  authority  had  belie v'd,  5 

And  with  him  talked,  and  with  him  lodg'd,  I  mean 
Andrew  and  Simon,  famous  after  known. 
With  others  though  in  holy  writ  not  nam'd. 
Now  miffing  him  their  joy  fo  lately  found. 
So  lately  found,  and  fo  abruptly  gone,  jO 

Began  to  doubt,  and  doubted  many  days. 
And  as  the  days  increas'd,  increas'd  their  doubt: 
Sometimes  they  thought  he  might  be  only  Ihown, 
And  for  a  time  caught  up  to  God,  as  once 
Mofes  was  in  the  mount,  and  miffing  long  ;  15 

And  the  great  Thifbite,  who  on  fiery  wheels 
Rode  up  to  Heav'n,  yet  once  again  to  come. 
Therefore  as  thofe  young  prophets  then  with  care 
Sought  loft  Elijah,  fo  in  each  place  thefe 
Nigh  to  Bethabara ;  in  J  ericho  20 

The  city'  of  palms,  ^non,  and  Salem  old, 
Machxrus,  and  each  town  or  city  wall'd 

M  2  On 
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On  this  fide  the  broad  lake  Genezaret, 

Or  in  Perica;  but  return'd  in  vain. 

I'hen  on  the  bank  of  Jordan,  by  a  creek,  25 

Where  winds  with  reeds  and  ofiers  whifp'ring  play. 

Plain  fifhermen,  no  greater  men  them  call, 

Clofe  in  a  cottage  low  together  got. 

Their  unexpefted  lofs  and  plaints  out  breath 'd. 

Alas,  from  what  hi^h  hope  to  what  relapfe  30 

Unlocked  for  are  we  fall'n  !  our  eyes  beheld 
Mefiiah  certainly  now  come,  fo  long 
Expeded  of  our  fathers ;  we  have  heard 
His  words,  his  wifdom  fiill  of  grace  and  truth ; 
Novv',  now,  for  fure,  deliverance  is  at  hand,  35 

The  kingdom  fhall  to  Ifrael  be  reftor'd  ; 
Thus  we  rejoic'd,  but  foon  our  joy  is  turn'd 
Into  perplexity  and  new  aniaze : 
For  whither  is  he  gone,  what  accident 
Hath  rapt  him  from  us  ?  will  he  now  retire  40 

After  appearance,  and  again  prolong 
Our  expedlation  ?  God  of  Ifrael, 
Send  thy  Mefiiah  forth,  the  time  is  come ; 
Behold  the  kings  of  th'  earth  how  they  opprefs 
Thychofen,  to  what  highth  their  pov/'r  unjuil  45 

They  have  exalted,  and  behind  them  call 
All  fear  of  thee  ;  arife  and  vindicate 
Thy  glory,  free  thy  people  from  their  yoke. 
But  let  us  wait ;  thus  far  he  hath  perform'd. 
Sent  his  Anointed,  and  to  us  reveal'd  him,  50 

By  his  great  Prophet,  pointed  at  and  fhown 
In  public,  and  with  him  we  have  convers'd ; 

Let 
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Let  us  be  glad  of  this,  and  all  our  fears 

Lay  on  his  providence ;  he  will  not  fail. 

Nor  will  withdraw  him  now,  nor  will  recall,  j;^ 

Mock  us  with  his  bleft  fight,  then  fnatch  him  hence ; 

Soon  we  fhall  fee  our  hope,  our  joy  return. 

Thus  they  out  of  their  plaints  new  hope  refume 
To  find  whom  at  tlie  firll:  they  found  unfought: 
But  to  his  mother  Mary,  when  ihe  faw  60 

Otliers  return'd  from  baptifm,  not  her  Ton, 
Nor  left  at  Jordan,  tidings  of  him  none. 
Within  her  breaft  though  calm,  her  breaft  though  pure. 
Motherly  cares  and  fears  got  head,  and  rais'd 
Some  troubled  thoughts,  which  Ihe  in  fighs  thus  ciad. 

O  what  avails  me  now  that  honor  high 
To  have  conceiv'd  of  God,  or  that  falute 
Hail  highly  favor 'd,  among  women  bleft  1 
While  I  to  forrows  am  no  iefs  advanc'd. 
And  fears  as  eminent,  above  the  lot  70 

Of  otiier  women,  by  the  birth  I  bore, 
In  fuch  a  feafon  born  when  fcarce  a  ihed 
Could  be  obtain'd  to  iheiter  him  or  me 
From  the  bleak  air ;  a  ftable  was  our  warmth, 
A  manger  his ;  yet  foon  enforc'd  to  fly  75 

Thence  into  Egypt,  till  the  murd'rous  king 
Were  dead,  u'ho  fought  his  life,  and  milTing  fiU'd 
With  infant  blood  the  llreets  of  Bethlehem; 
From  Egypt  home  return'd,  in  Nazareth 
Hath  been  our  dwelling  many  years ;  his  life  80 

Private,  unadiive,  calm,  contemplative. 
Little  fufpicious  to  any  king;  but  nov^ 

M   -.  Pull. 
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Full  grown  to  man,  acknowledg'd,  as  I  hear. 

By  John  the  Baptift,  and  in  public  ihown. 

Son  own'd  from  Heaven  by  his  Father's  voice;        85 

I  look'd  for  fome  great  change  ;  to  honor  ?  no. 

But  trouble,  as  old  Simeon  plain  foretold. 

That  to  the  fall  and  rifmg  he  ihould  be 

Of  many  in  Ifrael,  and  to  a  fign 

Spoken  againft,  that  through  my  very  foul  go 

A  fword  fhall  pierce ;  this  is  my  favor'd  lot. 

My  exaltation  to  afflidlions  high ; 

AfHifted  I  m.ay  be,  it  feems,  and  bleft; 

I  will  not  argue  that,  nor  will  repine. 

But  where  delays  he  now  ?  fome  great  intent  95 

Conceals  him :  when  twelve  years  he  fcarce  had  feen, 

I  loft  him,  but  fo  found,  as  well  I  faw 

He  could  not  lofe  himfelf ;  but  went  about 

His  Father's  bufmefs  j  v/hat  he  meant  I  mus'd. 

Since  underftand  ;  much  more  his  abfence  now       100 

Thus  long  to  fome  great  purpofe  he  obfcures. 

But  I  to  v/ait  with  patience  am  inur'd  ; 

My  heart  hath  been  a  ftore-houfe  long  of  things 

And  fay'ings  laid  up,  portending  flrange  events. 

Thus  Mary  pond'ring  oft,  and  oft  to  mind         105 
RecaHing  what  remarkably  had  pafs'd 
Since  £rft  her  falutation  heard,  with  thoughts 
Meekly  compos 'd  awaited  the  fulfilling  : 
The  while  her  fon  tracing:  the  defert  wild. 
Sole  but  with  holieft  meditations  fed,  no 

Into  himfelf  defcended,  and  at  once 
All  his  great  v/ork  to  come  before  him  fet ; 

Hovv 


Book  II.      PARADISE    REGAIN'D.  167 

How  to  begin,  how  to  accomplilh  befl 

His  end  of  being  on  earth,  and  miilion  high : 

For  Satan  with  fly  preface  to  return  Il{ 

Had  left  him  vacant,  and  with  fpeed  was  gone 

Up  to  the  middle  region  of  thick  air. 

Where  all  his  potentates  in  council  fat ; 

There  without  fign  of  boaft,  or  fign  of  joy. 

Solicitous  and  blank  he  thus  began.  12c 

Princes,  Heav'n's  ancient  Sons,  ethereal  Thrones, 
Demcnian  Spirits  now,  from  th'  element 
Each  of  his  reign  allotted,  rightlier  call'd 
Pow'rs  of  fire,  air,  water,  and  earth  beneath. 
So  may  we  hold  our  place  and  thefe  mild  feats       1 25 
Without  new  trouble  ;  fuch  an  enemy 
Is  rifen  to  in\-ade  us,  who  no  Icfs 
Threatens  than  our  expulfion  down  to  Hell ; 
I,  as  I  undertook,  and  with  the  vote 
Confenting  in  full  frequence  was  impovver'd,  130 

Have  found  him,  view'd  him,  tafted  him,  but  find 
Far  other  labor  to  be  undergone 
Than  when  I  dealt  with  Adam  firfl  of  Men, 
Though  Adam  by  his  wife's  allurement  fell. 
However  to  this  man  inferior  far,  135 

If  he  be  man  by  mother's  fide  at  leaft. 
With  more  than  human  gifts  from  Heav'n  adorn'd. 
Perfections  abfolute,  graces  divine. 
And  amplitude  of  mind  to  greateft  deeds. 
Therefore  I  am  return'd,  left  confidence  14c 

Of  my  fuccefs  with  Eve  in  Paradife 
Deceive  you  to  perfuafion  ovcr-fure 

M  ^  Of 
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Of  like  fucceeding  here ;  I  fummon  all 

Rather  to  be  in  readinefs,  with  hand 

Or  counfel  to  aflift ;  left  I,  who  eril:  1 45 

Thought  none  my  equal,  now  be  over-match'd. 

So  rpake  th'  old  Serpent  doubting,  and  from  all 
With  clamor  was  afiur'd  their  utmoil  aid 
At  his  command ;  when  from  amidil  them  rofe 
Belial,  the  difTolutefl  Spi'rit  that  fell,  150 

The  fenfuallefl,  and  after  Afmodai 
The  flelhlieft  Incubus,  and  thus  advis*d. 

Set  women  in  his  eye,  and  in  his  walk. 
Among  daughters  of  men  the  fairefl:  found; 
Many  are  in  each  region  paffing  fair  155 

As  the  noon  fky ;  more  like  to  GoddelTes 
Than  mortal  creatures,  graceful  and  difcreet. 
Expert  in  amorous  arts,  inchanting  tongues 
Perfuafive,  virgin  majefty  with  mild 
And  fweet  allay 'd,  yet  terrible  l'  approach,  160 

Skill'd  to  retire,  and  in  retiring  draw 
Hearts  after  them  tangled  in  amorous  nets. 
Such  objeft  hath  the  pow'r  to  foft'n  and  tame 
Severell  temper,  fmooth  the  rugged'ft  brow, 
Enerve,  and  with  voluptuous  hope  difTolve,  165 

Draw  out  v/ith  credulous  defire,  and  lead 
At  will  the  manlieft,  refoluteft  breaft. 
As  the  magnetic  hardell  iron  draws. 
Women,  when  nothing  elfe,  beguil'd  the  heart 
Of  wifeft:  Solomon,  and  made  him  build,  170 

And  made  him  bow  to  the  Gods  of  his  wives. 
To  whom  quick  snfwer  Satan  vhus  recuni'd. 

Belial, 
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Belial,  in  much  uneven  fcale  thou  weigh'il 

All  others  by  thyfelf ;  becaufe  of  old 

Thou  thyfelf  doat'dft  on  womankind,  admiring       175 

Their  ihape,  their  color,  and  attradive  grace. 

None  are,  thou  think' ft,  but  taken  with  fuch  toys. 

Before  the  flood  thou  v/ith  thy  lufty  crew, 

Falfe  titled  fons  of  God,  roaming  the  earth 

Caft  wanton  eyes  on  the  daughters  of  men,  180 

And  coupled  with  them,  and  begot  a  race. 

Have  we  not  feen,  or  by  relation  heard. 

In  courts  and  regal  chambers  how  thou  lurk'il. 

In  wood  or  grove  by  mofly  fountain  fide, 

In  valley  or  green  meadow,  to  way-lay  1 85 

Some  beauty  rare,  Caliilo,  Clymene, 

Daphne,  or  Semele,  Antiopa, 

Or  Amymone,  Syrinx,  many  more 

Too  long,  then  lay 'ft  thy  fcapes  on  names  ador'd, 

Apollo,  Neptune,  Jupiter,  or  Pan,  190 

Satir,  or  Faun,  or  Sylvan  ?  But  thefe  haunts 

Delight  not  all;  among  the  fons  of  men. 

How  many  have  with  a  fmile  made  fmall  account 

Of  beauty  and  her  lures,  eafily  fcorn*d 

All  her  aflaults,  on  worthier  things  intent  ?  195 

Remember  that  Pdlean  conqueror, 

A  youth,  how  all  the  beauties  of  the  ead 

He  flighdy  view'd,  and  llightly  overpafs'd  ; 

How  he  furnam'd  of  Africa  difmifs'd 

In  his  prime  youth  the  fair  Iberian  maid.  200 

For  Solomon,  he  liv'd  at  eafe,  and  full 

Of  honor,  v/ealth,  high  fare,  aim'd  not  beyond 

tligher 
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Higlier  defign  than  to  enjoy  his  ftate ; 

Thence  to  the  bait  of  women  lay  expos 'd  : 

But  he  whom  we  attempt  is  wifer  far  205 

Than  Solomon,  of  more  exalted  mind. 

Made  and  fet  wholly  on  th'  accompliiliment 

Of  greateil  things ;  what  woman  will  you  find. 

Though  of  this  age  the  wonder  and  the  fame. 

On  whom  his  ieifure  will  vouchfafe  an  eye  210 

Of  fond  defire  r  or  fhould  fhe  confident. 

As  fitting  queen  ador'd  on  beauty's  throne, 

Dcfcend  with  all  her  winning  charms  begirt 

T'  enamour,  as  the  zone  of  Venus  once 

Wrought  that  effecl  en  Jove,  fo  fables  tell ;  215 

How  would  one  look  from  his  majefiic  brow 

Seated  as  on  the  top  of  virtue's  hill, 

Difcount'nance  her  defpis'd,  and  put  to  rout 

All  her  array ;  her  female  pride  dejeft. 

Or  turn  to  reverent  awe  ?  for  beauty  flands  220 

In  th'  admiration  only  of  weak  minds 

Led  captive ;  ceafe  to'  admire,  and  all  her  plumes 

Fall  flat  and  fnrink  into  a  trivial  toy. 

At  every  fudden  flighting  quite  abafh'd  : 

Therefore  v^ith  manlier  objects  we  mufl  try  225 

His  conflancy,  with  fuch  as  have  more  fhow 

Of  worth,  of  honor,  glory',  and  popular  praife  ; 

Rocks  whereon  greateil  men  have  ofteft  wreck 'd ; 

Or  that  which  only  feems  to  fatisfy 

Lawful  defires  of  nature,  not  beyond;  230 

And  nov/  I  know  he  hungers  where  no  food 

Is  to  be  found,  m  the  wide  wildernefs ; 

The 
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The  reft  commit  to  me,  I  fhall  let  pafs 
No'  advantage,  and  his  ftrength  as  oft  aflay. 

He  ceas'd,  and  heard  their  grant  in  loud  acclame; 
Then  forthwith  to  him  takes  a  chofen  band 
Of  Spuits  likeft  to  himfelf  in  guile 
To  be  at  hand,  and  at  his  beck  appear. 
If  caufe  were  to  unfold  fome  adlive  fcene 
Of  various  perfons,  each  to  know  his  part ;  240 

Then  to  the  defert  takes  with  thefe  his  flight ; 
Where  ftill  from  fliade  to  Ihade  the  Son  of  God 
After  forty  days  fafting  had  remain'd. 
Now  hungring  firft,  and  to  himfelf  thus  faid. 

Where  will  this  end?  four  times  ten  days  I've  pafs'd 
Wand 'ring  this  woody  maze,  and  human  food 
Nor  tafted,  nor  had  appetite ;  that  fail 
To  virtue  I  impute  not,  or  count  part 
Of  what  I  fuffer  here ;  if  nature  need  not. 
Or  God  fupport  nature  without  repaft  25c 

Though  needing,  what  praife  is  it  to  indure  ? 
But  now  I  feel  I  hunger,  which  declares 
Nature  hath  need  of  what  (he  aiks ;  yet  God 
Can  fatisfy  that  need  fome  other  way. 
Though  hunger  ftill  remain  :  fo  it  remain  25  5 

Without  thi:>  body's  wafting,  I  content  me. 
And  from  the  fting  of  famin  fear  no  harm. 
Nor  mind  it,  fed  with  better  thoughts  that  feed 
Me  hungring  more  to  do  my  Father's  will. 

It  was  the  hour  of  night,  when  thus  the  Son       260 
Commun'd  in  filcnt  walk,  then  laid  him  down 
Under  the  holpicable  covert  nigh. 

.3.-  Of 
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Of  trees  thick  interwoven;  there  he  flept, 

And  dream'd,  as  appetite  is  wont  to  dream. 

Of  meats  and  drinks,  nature's  refrefliment  fweet ;  26^ 

Him  thought,  he  by  the  brook  of  Cheridi  ftood. 

And  faw  the  ravens  with  their  horny  beaks 

Food  to  Elijah  bringing  ev'n  and  morn,       [brought : 

Though  ravenous,  taught  t'  abftain  from  what  they 

He  faw  the  prophet  alfo  hov>'  he  fled  270 

Into  the  defert,  and  how  there  he  flept 

Under  a  juniper;  then  hov/  awak'd 

He  found  his  fupper  on  the  coals  prepar'd. 

And  by  the  Angel  was  bid  rife  and  eat. 

And  eat  the  fecond  time  after  repofe,  275 

The  ftrength  whereof  fufiic'd  him  forty  days ; 

Sometimes  that  with  Elijah  he  partook. 

Or  as  a  gueil  with  Daniel  at  his  pulfe. 

Thus  wore  out  night,  and  now  the  herald  lark 

Left  his  ground-neft,  high  tow'ring  to  defcry         280 

The  morn's  approach,  and  greet  her  with  his  fong : 

As  lightly  from  his  grafly  couch  up  rofe 

Our  Saviour,  and  found  all  was  but  a  dream. 

Falling  he  went  to  fleep,  and  fafling  wak'd. 

Up  to  a  hill  anon  his  fl:eps  he  rear'd>  2S5 

From  v/hofe  high  top  to  ken  the  profpeft  round. 

If  cottage  were  in  view,  flieep-cote,  or  herd ; 

But  cottage,  herd,  or  flieep-cote,  none  he  faw. 

Only'  in  a  bottom  faw  a  pleafant  grove. 

With  chaunt  of  tuneful  birds  refounding  loud;        290 

Thither  he  bent  his  way,  determin'd  there 

To  rei\  at  noon,  and  cnter'd  foon  the  fliade 

Hi-h 
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High  rooft,  and  walks  beneath,  and  alleys  brown. 

That  open'd  in  the  midft  a  woody  fcene ; 

Nature's  own  work  it  feem'd  (nature  taught  art)   295 

And  to  a  fuperllitious  eye  the  haunt 

Of  Wood- Gods  and  Wood-Nymphs ;   he  view'd   it 

When  fuddenly  a  man  before  him  ftood,  [round. 

Not  ruftic  as  before,  but  feemlier  dad. 

As  one  in  city',  or  court,  or  palace  bred,  300 

And  with  fair  fpeech  thefe  words  to  him  addrefs'd. 

With  granted  leave  ofRcious  I  recurn. 
But  much  more  wonder  that  the  Son  of  God 
In  this  wild  folitude  fo  long  fhould  bide 
Of  all  things  deftitute,  and  well  I  know,  305 

Not  without  hunger.     Others  of  fome  note. 
As  llory  tells,  have  trod  this  wildernefs ; 
The  fugitive  bond-woman  with  her  fon 
Out-caft  Nebaioth,  yet  found  here  relief 
By  a  providing  Angel;  all  the  race  310 

Of  Ifrael  here  had  famifh'd,  had  not  God 
Rain'd  from  Heav'n  Manna;  and  that  Prophet  bold 
Native  of  Thebez  wand'ring  here  was  fed 
Twice  by  a  voice  inviting  him  to  eat : 
Of  thee  thefe  forty  days  none  hath  regard,  31  r 

Forty  and  more  deferted  here  indeed. 

To  whom  thus  Jefus.    What  conclud'ft  thou  hence? 
They  all  had  need,  as  I  thou  feeft  have  none. 

How  haft  thou  hunger  then  ?  Satan  rcply'd. 
Tell  me  if  food  were  now  before  thee  fet,  320 

Would'ft  thou  not  eat  ?  Thereafter  as  I  like 
The  giver,  anfwer'd  Jefus,     Why  Ihould  that 

Caufc 
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Caufe  thy  refufal  ?  faid  the  fubtle  Fiend. 

Haft  thou  not  right  to  all  created  things  ? 

Owe  not  all  creatures  by  juft  right  to  thee  325 

Duty  and  fervice,  not  to  flay  till  bid. 

But  tender  all  their  pow'r  ?  nor  mention  I 

Meats  by  the  Law  unclean,  or  ofFer'd  firft 

To  idols,  thofe  young  Daniel  could  refufe ; 

Nor  proirer'd  by  an  enemy,  though  who  330 

Would  Icruple  that,  with  want  opprefs'd  ?  Behold 

Nature  aftiam'd,  or  better  to  exprefs. 

Troubled  that  thou  fhould'ft  hunger,  hath  purvey'd 

From  all  the  elements  her  choiceft  ftore 

To  treat  thee  as  befeems,  and  as  her  Lord  335 

With  honor,  only  deign  to  lit  and  eat. 

He  fpake  no  dream,  for  as  his  words  had  end. 
Our  Saviour  lifting  up  his  eyes  beheld 
In  ample  fpace  under  the  broadeft  fhade 
A  table  richly  fpread,  in  regal  mode,  340 

With  di(hes  pil'd,  and  meats  of  nobleft  fort 
And  favor,  beafts  of  chafe,  or  fowl  of  game. 
In  paftry  built,  or  from  the  fpit,  or  boil'd, 
Gris-amber-fteam'd ;  all  fiih  from  fea  or  Ihore, 
Frelhet,  or  purling  brook,  of  Ihell  or  fin,  345 

And  exquifiteft  name,  for  which  was  drain'd 
Pontus,  and  Lucrine  bay,  and  Afric  coaft. 
Alas  how  fimple,  to  thefe  cates  compar'd. 
Was  that  crude  apple  that  diverted  Eve  i 
And  at  a  ftately  fide -board  by  the  wine  350 

That  fragrant  fmell  diffus'd,  in  order  ftood 
Tall  llripling  youths  rich  clad,  of  fairer  hue 

Than 


Book  II.      PARADISE    REGAIN'D.  175 

Than  Ganymed  or  Hylas ;  diftant  more 

Under  the  trees  now  tripp'd,  now  folemn  flood 

Nymphs  of  Diana's  train,  and  Naiades  355 

With  fruits  and  flow'rs  from  Amalthea's  horn. 

And  ladies  of  th'  Hefperides,  that  feem'd 

Fairer  than  feign 'd  of  old,  or  fabled  fmce 

Of  faery  damfels  met  in  fcreft  wide 

By  knights  of  Logres,  or  of  Lyones,  360 

Lancelot,  or  Pelleas,  or  Pellenore  : 

And  all  the  while  harmonious  airs  were  heard 

Of  chiming  firings,  or  charming  pipes,  and  winds 

Of  gentlefl  gale  Arabian  odors  fann'd 

From  their  foft  wings,  and  Flora's  earliefr  fmells.  365 

Such  was  the  fplendor,  and  the  Tem.pter  now 

His  invitation  earneilly  renew'd. 

What  doubts  the  Son  of  God  to  fit  and  eat  ? 
Thefe  are  not  fruits  forbidden ;  no  i:  tcrdidl 
Defends  the  touching  of  thefe  viands  pure;  370 

Their  tafle  no  knowledge  works  at  leafl  of  evil. 
But  life  preferves,  deilroys  life's  enemy. 
Hunger,  with  fvveet  reflorative  delight. 
All  thefe  are  Spi'rits  of  air,  and  woods,  and  fprlngs. 
Thy  gentle  miniilers,  who  come  to  pay  375 

Thee  homage^  and  acknowledge  thee  their  Lord : 
What  doubt' il  thou  Son  of  God  r  fit  down  and  eat. 

To  whom  thus  Jefus  temp'ratcly  reply'd. 
Said'il:  thou  not  that  to  ail  things  I  had  right  ? 
And  who  withholds  my  pow'r  that  right  to  ufe  ?     380 
Shall  I  receive  by  gift  what  of  my  own. 
When  and  where  likes  me  bed,  I  can  command  ? 

I  can 
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I  can  at  will,  doubt  not,  as  foon  as  thou. 

Command  a  table  in  this  wildernefs. 

And  call  fwift  flights  of  Angels  miniflrant  385 

Array'd  in  glory  on  my  cup  to'  attend: 

Why  fhouldil  thou  then  obtrude  this  diligence. 

In  vain,  where  no  acceptance  it  can  find  ? 

And  with  my  hunger  what  hafl  thou  to  do  ? 

Thy  pompous  delicacies  I  contemn,  390 

And  count  thy  fpecious  gifts  no  gifts,  but  guiles. 

To  whom  thus  anfwer'd  Satan  malecontent. 
That  I  have  alfo  pow'r  to  give,  thou  feeil ; 
If  of  that  pow'r  I  bring  thee  voluntary 
What  I  might  have  bellow'd  on  whom  I  pleas'd,  395 
And  rather  opportunely  in  this  place 
Chofe  to  impart  to  thy  apparent  need. 
Why  Ihouldft  thou  not  accept  it  ?  but  I  fee 
What  I  can  do  or  offer  is  fufpedl ; 
Of  thefe  things  others  quickly  will  difpofe,  400 

Whofe  pains  have  earn'd  the  far  fet  fpoil.     With  that 
Eoth  table  and  provifion  vaniih'd  quite 
With  found  of  harpies  wings,  and  talons  heard ; 
Only  th'  importune  Tempter  flill  remain'd. 
And  with  thefe  words  his  temptation  purfu'd.        405 

By  hunger,  that  each  other  creature  tames. 
Thou  art  not  to  be  harm'd,  therefore  not  mov'd ; 
Thy  temperance  invincible  befides. 
For  no  allurement  yields  to  appetite. 
And  all  thy  heart  is  fet  on  high  defigns,  410 

High  aftions ;  but  wherewith  to  be  achieved  ? 
Great  a6ls  require  great  means  of  enterprife ; 

Thou 
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Thou  art  unknown,  unfriended,  low  of  birth, 

A  carpenter  thy  father  known,  thyfelf 

Bred  up  in  poverty  and  ftraits  at  home,  4x5 

Loll  in  a  deiert  here  and  hunger-bit ; 

Which  way  or  from  what  hope  doll  thou  afpire 

To  greatnefs  ?  whence  authority  deriv'll  f 

What  followers,  what  retinue  canft  thou  gain. 

Or  at  thy  heels  the  dizzy  multitude,  420 

Longer  than  thou  canft  feed  them  on  thy  coll:  ? 

Money  brings  honor,  friends,  conqueft,  and  realms  : 

What  rais'd  Antipater  the  Edomite, 

And  his  fon  Herod  plac'd  on  Judah's  throne 

(Thy  throne),  but  gold  that  got  him  puilTant  friends? 

Therefore,  if  at  great  things  thou  would'H  arrive. 

Get  riches  firft,  get  wealth,  and  treafure  heap. 

Not  difficult,  if  thou  hearken  to  me ; 

Riches  are  mine,  fortune  is  in  my  hand; 

They  whom  I  favor  thrive  in  wealth  amain,  430 

While  virtue,  valor,  wifdom,  fit  in  want. 

To  whom  thus  Jefus  patiently  reply'd. 
Yet  wealth  without  thefe  three  is  impotent 
To  gain  dominion,  or  to  keep  it  gain'd. 
Witnefs  thofe  ancient  empires  of  the  earth,  435 

In  highth  of  all  their  flowing  wealth  diflblv'd  : 
Bul  men  endued  with  thefe  have  oft  attain 'd 
In  lowell  poverty  to  highefl:  deeds ; 
Gideon,  and  Jephtha,  and  the  Ihcpherd  lad, 
Whofe  offspring  on  the  throne  of  Judah  fat  44c 

So  many  ages,  and  fuall  yet  regain 
That  feat,  and  reign  in  Ifrael  without  end. 

Vol.  XI.  N  Among 
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Among  the  Heathen,  (for  throughout  the  world 

To  me  is  not  unknown  what  hath  been  done 

Worthy'  of  memorial)  canfl  thou  not  remember     445 

Quintius,  Fabricius,  Curius,  Regulus  ? 

For  I  efteem  thofe  names  of  men  fo  poor 

Who  could  do  mighty  things,  and  could  contemn 

Riches  though  ofter'd  from  the  hand  of  kings. 

And  what  in  me  feems  wanting,  but  that  I  450 

May  alfo  in  this  poverty  as  foon 

Accompliih  what  they  did,  perhaps  and  more  ? 

Extol  not  riches  then,  the  toil  of  fools. 

The  wife  man's  cumbrance  if  not  fnare,  more  apt 

To  llacken  virtue,  and  abate  her  edge,  455 

Than  prompt  her  to  do  ought  may  merit  praife. 

What  if  with  like  averfion  1  reject 

Riches  and  realms ;  yet  not  for  tliat  a  crown. 

Golden  in  (how,  is  but  a  wreath  of  thorns. 

Brings  dangers,  troubles,  cares,  and  fleeplefs  nights. 

To  him  who  wears  the  regal  diadem. 

When  on  his  Ihoulders  each  man's  burden  lies ; 

For  therein  llands  the  office  of  a  king. 

His  honor,  virtue,  merit,  and  chief  praife. 

That  for  the  public  all  this  weight  he  bears.  465 

Yet  he  who  reigns  within  himfelf,  and  rules 

Paflions,  defires,  and  feai's,  is  more  a  king; 

Which  every  wife  and  vii'tuous  man  attains  : 

And  who  attains  not,  ill  afpires  to  rule 

Cities  of  men,  or  headllrong  multitudes,  470 

Subjedl  himfelf  to  anarchy  within. 

Or  lawiefs  paffions  in  liim  which  he  fcrves. 

But 
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But  to  guide  nations  in  the  way  of  truth 

By  faving  dodlrin,  and  from  error  lead 

To  know,  and  knowing  worfhip  God  aright,  475 

Is  yet  mere  kingly ;  this  attracts  the  foul. 

Governs  the  inner  man,  the  nobler  part ; 

That  other  o'er  the  body  only  reigns. 

And  oft  by  force,  which  to  a  generous  mind 

So  reigning  can  be  no  fincere  delight.  4.8Q 

Befides  to  give  a  kingdom  hath  been  thought 

Greater  and  nobler  done,  and  to  lay  down 

Far  more  magnanimous,  than  to  afTume. 

Riches  are  needlefs  then,  both  for  themfelves. 

And  for  thy  reafon  why  they  ihould  be  fought,      485 

To  gain  a  fcepter,  ofteft  better  mifs'd. 
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SO  fpake  the  Son  of  God,  and  Satan  Hood 
A  while  as  mute  confounded  what  to  fay. 
What  to  reply,  confuted  and  con  vine 'd 
Of  his  weak  arguing,  and  fallacious  drift ; 
At  length  collecting  all  his  ferpent  wiles,  5 

With  foothing  words  renew'd,  him  thus  accofls. 

I  fee  thou  know'Il  what  is  of  ufe  to  know. 
What  bed  to  fay  canll  fay,  to  do  canil  do; 
Thy  adlions  to  thy  words  accord,  thy  words 
To  thy  large  heart  give  utterance  due,  thy  heart      10 
Contains  of  good,  wife,  juft,  the  perfed  Ihape. 
Should  kings  and  nations  from  thy  mouth  confult. 
Thy  counfel  would  be  as  the  oracle 
Urim  and  Thummim,  thofe  oraculous  gems 
On  Aaron's  breall;  or  tongue  of  feers  old  15 

Infallible :  or  wert  thou  fought  to  deeds 
That  might  require  th'  array  of  war,  thy  ikill 
Of  condudl  would  be  fuch,  that  all  the  world 
Could  not  fuflain  thy  prowefs,  or  fubfiil 
In  battel,  though  againil:  thy  few  in  arms.  20 

Thefe  God -like  virtues  wherefore  doll  thou  hide, 
AiFeding  private  life,  or  more  obfcure 

N  4  la 
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In  favage  wildernefs  ?  wherefore  deprive 

All  earth  her  wonder  at  thy  ads,  thyfelf 

The  fame  and  glory,  glory  the  reward  25 

That  fole  excites  to  high  attempts,  the  flame 

Of  moft  eredled  fpi'rits,  moft  temper'd  pure 

Ethereal,  who  all  pleafures  elfe  defpife. 

All  treafures  and  all  gain  elleem  as  drofs. 

And  dignities  and  pow'rs  all  but  the  highefl  ?  30 

Thy  years  are  ripe,  and  over-ripe ;  the  fon 

Of  Macedonian  Philip  had  ere  thefe 

Won  Afia,  and  the  throne  of  Cyrus  held 

At  his  difpofe ;  young  Scipio  had  brought  down 

The  Carthaginian  pride;  young  Pompey  quell'd     35 

The  Pontic  king,  and  in  triumph  had  rode. 

Yet  years,  and  to  ripe  years  judgment  mature. 

Quench  not  the  thirft  of  glory,  but  augment. 

Great  Julius,  whom  now  all  the  world  admires. 

The  more  he  grew  in  years,  the  more  inflam'd        40 

With  glory,  wept  that  he  had  liv'd  fo  long 

Inglorious :  but  thou  yet  art  not  too  late. 

To  whom  our  Saviour  calmly  thus  reply'd. 
Thou  neither  doft  perfuade  me  to  feek  wealth 
For  empire's  fake,  nor  em.pire  to  aftefl  45 

For  glory's  fake,  by  all  thy  argument. 
For  what  is  glory  but  the  blaze  of  fame. 
The  peoples  praife,  if  always  praife  unmix'd  ? 
And  what  the  people  but  a  herd  confus'd, 
A  mifcellaneous  rabble,  v/ho  extol  [praife  ? 

Things   vulgar,  and  well  weigh'd,  fcarce  worth  the 
They  praife,  and  they  admire  they  know  not  what. 

And 
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And  know  not  whom,  but  as  one  leads  the  other ; 

And  what  delight  to  be  by  fuch  extoll'd. 

To  live  upon  their  tongues  and  be  their  talk,  55 

Of  whom  to  be  difprais'd  were  no  fmall  praife  ? 

His  lot  who  dares  be  fingularly  good. 

Th^  intelligent  among  them  and  the  wife 

Are  few,  and  glory  fcarce  of  few  is  rais'd. 

This  is  true  glory  and  renown,  when  God,  60 

Looking  on  th'  earth,  with  approbation  marks 

The  juft  man,  and  divulges  him  through  Heaven 

To  all  his  Angels,  who  with  true  applaufe 

Recount  his  praifes  :  thus  he  did  to  Job, 

When,  to  extend  his  fame  through  Heav'n  and  Earth, 

As  tliou  to  thy  reproach  may'll  well  remember. 

He  aik'd  thee.  Hall  thou  feen  my  fervant  Job  ? 

Famous  he  was  in  Heav'n,  on  Earth  lefs  known; 

Where  glory  is  falfe  glory,  attributed 

To  things  not  glorious,  men  not  worthy'  of  fame.     70 

They  err  who  count  it  glorious  to  fubdue 

By  conquell  far  and  wide,  to  over-run 

Large  countries,  and  in  field  great  battles  win. 

Great  cities  by  aflault :  what  do  thefe  worthies. 

But  rob  and  fpoil,  burn,  flaughter,  and  inflave  75 

Peaceable  nations,  neighb'ring,  or  remote. 

Made  captive,  yet  deferving  freedom  m.ore 

Than  thofe  their  conquerors,  who  leave  behind 

Nothing  but  ruin  wherefoe'er  they  rove. 

And  all  the  fiorifhing  works  of  peace  deftroy,  80 

Then  fwell  with  pride,  and  muil  be  titled  Gods, 

Great  Benefactors  of  mankind.  Deliverers, 

Worlhipt 


i86         PARADISE    REGAINED.      Book  III. 

Worlhipt  with  temple,  prieft,  and  facrifice ; 

One  is  tiie  Ion  of  Jove,  of  Mars  the  other ; 

Till  conqu'ror  Death  difcover  them  fcarce  men,       85 

Rolling  in  brutifh  vices,  and  deform'd. 

Violent  or  fhameful  death  their  due  reward. 

But  if  there  be  in  glory  ought  of  good. 

It  may  by  means  far  different  be  attain'd 

Without  ambition,  war,  or  violence  ;  90 

By  deeds  of  peace,  by  wifdom  eminent. 

By  patience,  temperance  :  I  meiftion  ftill 

Him  whom  thy  wrongs  with  faintly  patience  borne 

Made  famous  in  a  land  and  times  obfcure; 

Who  names  not  now  with  honor  patient  Job  ?  95 

Poor  Socrates  (who  next  more  memorable?) 

By  what  he  taught  and  fuffer'd  for  fo  doing. 

For  truth*s  fake  fuffering  death  unjuft,  lives  now 

Equal  in  fame  to  proudeft  conquerors. 

Yet  if  for  fame  and  glory  ought  be  done,  100 

Ought  fuffer'd ;  if  young  African  for  fame 

His  wailed  country  freed  from  Punic  rage. 

The  deed  becomes  unprais^,  the  man  at  leaft. 

And  lofes,  though  but  verbal,  his  reward. 

Shall  I  feek  glory  then,  as  vain  men  feek,  105 

Oft  not  deferv'd  ?  I  feek  not  mine,  but  his 

Who  fent  me*,  and  thereby  witnefs  whence  I  am. 

To  whom  the  Tempter  murm'ring  thus  reply'd. 
Think  not  fo  flight  of  glory ;  therein  leaft 
Refembling  thy  great  Father  :  he  feeks  glory,        1 10 
And  for  his  glory  all  tilings  made,  all  things 
Orders  and  governs ;  nor  content  in  Heaven 

By 
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By  all  his  Angels  glorify 'd,  requires 

Glory  from  men,  from  all  men  good  or  bad. 

Wile  or  unwife,  no  difference,  no  exemption ;  115 

Above  all  facrifice,  or  hallow'd  gift 

Glory*  he  requires,  and  glory  he  receives 

Promifcuous  from  all  nations,  Jew,  or  Greek, 

Or  barbarous,  nor  exception  hath  declar'd ; 

From  us  his  foes  pronounc'd  glory'  he  exadls,         120 

To  whom  our  Saviour  fervently  reply 'd. 
And  reafon ;  fmce  his  word  all  things  produced. 
Though  chiefly  not  for  glory  as  prime  end. 
But  to  fhow  forth  his  goodnefs,  and  irnpart 
His  good  communicable  to  every  foul  125 

Freely;  of  whom  what  could  he  lefs  expe6l 
Than  glory'  and  benedidlion,  that  is  thanks. 
The  flighted,  eaiieft,  readieft  recompenfe 
From  them  who  could  return  him  nothing  elfe. 
And  not  returning  that  would  likelieft  render  130 

Contempt  inftead,  dilhonor,  obloquy  ? 
Hard  recompenfe,  unfuitable  return 
For  fo  much  good,  fo  much  beneficence. 
But  why  fhould  man  feek  glory,  who'  of  his  own 
Hath  nothing,  and  to  whom  nothing  belongs  135 

But  condemnation,  ignominy',  and  fhame  ? 
Who  for  fo  many  benefits  receiv'd 
Turn'd  recreant  to  God,  ingrate  and  falfe. 
And  fo  of  all  true  good  himfelf  defpoil'd. 
Yet,  facrilegious,  to  himfelf  would  take  i^o 

That  which  to  God  alone  of  right  belongs ; 
Yet  fo  much  bounty  is  in  God,  fuch  grace, 

Thst 
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That  who  advance  his  glory,  not  their  own. 
Them  he  himfelf  to  glory  will  advance. 

So  fpake  the  Son  of  God;  and  here  again  145 

Satan  had  not  to  anfwer,  but  flood  ilruck 
With  guilt  of  his  own  fin,  for  he  himfelf 
Infatiable  of  glory  had  loft  all. 
Yet  of  another  plea  bethought  him  foon. 

Of  glory,  as  thou  wilt,  faid  he,  fo  deem,  150 

Worth  or  not  worth  the  feeking,  let  it  pafs  : 
But  to  a  kingdom  thou  art  born,  ordain'd 
To  fit  upon  thy  father  David's  throne ; 
By  mother's  fide  thy  father ;  though  thy  right 
Be  now  in  pow'rful  hands,  that  will  not  part  155 

Eafily  from  pciTeffion  won  with  arms  : 
Judaea  now  and  all  the  promised  land, 
Reduc'd  a  province  under  Roman  yoke. 
Obeys  Tiberius ;  nor  is  always  rul'd 
With  temp'rate  fway  ;  oft  have  they  violated         1 60 
The  temple,  oft  the  law  with  foul  affronts. 
Abominations  rather,  as  did  once 
Antiochus :  and  think'fl  thou  to  regain 
Thy  right  by  fitting  flill  or  thus  retiring  ? 
So  did  not  Maccabeus :  he  indeed  165 

Retir'd  unto  the  defert,  but  v/ith  arms ; 
And  o'er  a  mighty  king  fo  oft  prevail 'd. 
That  by  flrong  hand  his  family  obtain'd. 
Though  priefls,  the  crown,  and  David's  throne  ufurpM, 
With  Modin  and  her  fuburbs  once  content.  170 

If  kingdom  move  thee  not,  let  move  thee  zeal 
And  duty ;  zeal  and  duty  are  not  flow ; 

But 
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But  on  occafion's  forelock  watchful  wait. 

They  themfelves  rather  are  occalion  beft. 

Zeal  of  thy  father's  houfe,  duty  to  free  175 

Thy  country  from  her  Heathen  fervitude  ; 

So  fhalt  thou  befl  fulfil,  beil  verify 

The  prophets  old,  who  fung  thy  endlefs  reign ; 

The  happier  reign  the  fooner  it  begins ; 

Reign  then ;  what  canft  thou  better  do  the  while  ?    i8o 

To  whom  our  Saviour  anfwer  thus  return 'd. 
All  things  are  beft  fulfillM  in  their  due  time. 
And  time  there  is  for  all  things.  Truth  hath  faid : 
If  of  my  reign  prophetic  Writ  hath  told. 
That  it  {hall  never  end,  fo  when  begin  185 

The  Father  in  his  purpofe  hath  decreed. 
He  in  whofe  hand  all  times  and  feafons  roll. 
What  if  he  hath  decreed  that  I  ihall  firft 
Be  try'd  in  humble  ftate,  and  things  adverfe. 
By  tribulations,  injuries,  infults,  150 

Contempts,  and  fcorns,  and  fnares,  and  violence. 
Suffering,  abftaining,  quietly  expedling. 
Without  diftruft  or  doubt,  that  he  may  know 
What  I  can  fuffer,  how  obey  ?  who  beft 
Can  fuffer,  beft  can  do ;  beft  reign,  who  firft  195 

Well  hath  obey'd ;  juft  trial  ere  I  merit 
My  exaltation  without  change  or  end. 
But  what  concerns  it  thee  when  I  begin 
My  everlafting  kingdom,  why  art  thou 
Solicitous,  what  moves  thy  inquifition  ?  2C0 

Know 'ft  thou  not  that  my  rifing  is  thy  fall. 
And  my  promotion  will  be  thy  deftruftion  .? 

To 


190         PARADISE    REGAIN'D.      Book  III, 

To  whom  the  Tempter  inly  rack'd  reply'd. 
Let  that  come  when  it  comes ;  all  hope  is  loft 
Of  my  reception  into  grace  ;  what  worfe  ?  205 

For  where  no  hope  is  left,  is  left  no  fear  : 
If  there  be  worfe,  the  expedation  more 
Of  worfe  torments  me  than  the  feehng  can. 
I  would  be  at  the  worft  ;  vvorll  is  my  port. 
My  harbour,  and  my  ultimate  repofe,  210 

The  end  I  would  attain,  my  final  good. 
My  error  was  my  error,  and  my  crime 
My  crime  ;  whatever  for  itfelf  condemn'd. 
And  \vill  alike  be  punifh'd,  whether  thou 
Reign  or  reign  not ;  though  to  that  gentle  brow     2 1 5 
Willingly  I  could  fly,  and  hope  thy  reign. 
From  that  placid  afped  and  meek  regard. 
Rather  than  aggravate  my  evil  fiate. 
Would  frand  between  me  and  thy  Father's  ire 
(Whofe  ire  I  dread  more  than  the  fire  of  Hell)       22O 
A  Ihelter  and  a  kind  of  fhading  cool 
Interpofition,  as  a  fummer's  cloud. 
If  I  then  to  the  worll  that  can  be  hafte. 
Why  move  thy  feet  fo  flow  to  what  is  belt, 
Happieft  both  to  thyfelf  and  all  the  world,  225 

That  thou  who  v/orthieft  art  Ihould'fl  be  their  king  ? 
Perhaps  thou  linger' ll:  in  deep  thoughts  detain'd 
Of  th'  enterprife  fo  hazardous  and  high  ; 
No  wonder,  for  though  in  thee  be  united 
What  of  perfeclion  can  in  man  be  found,  230 

Or  human  nature  can  receive,  confider 
Thy  life  hath  vet  been  private,  moll  part  fpent 

At 


Booklll.      PARADISE    REGAIN^D.  191 

At  home,  fcarce  viewM  the  Galilean  towns. 
And  once  a  year  Jerufalem,  few  days 
ShOi-t  fojourn  ;  and  what  thence  couldil:  thou  obferve  ? 
The  world  thou  haft  not  feen,  much  lefs  her  glory. 
Empires,  and  monarchs,  and  their  radiant  courts, 
Beft  fchool  of  beft  experience,  quickeft  infight 
In  all  things  that  to  greateft  actions  lead. 
The  wifeft,  unexperienc'd,  will  be  ever  240 

Timorous  and  loath,  with  novice  modefty, 
(As  he  who  feeking  afTes  found  a  kingdom) 
Irrefolute,  unhardy,  unadventrous : 
But  I  will  bring  thee  where  thou  foon  fhalt  quit 
Thofe  rudiments,  and  fee  before  thine  eyes  245 

The  monarchies  of  th'  earth,  their  pomp  and  ftate. 
Sufficient  introduftion  to  inform 
Thee,  of  thyfelf  fo  apt,  in  regal  arts. 
And  regal  myfteries,  that  thou  may'ft  know 
How  beft  their  oppofition  to  withftand.  250 

With  that  (fuch  pow'r  was  giv'n  him  then)  he  took 
The  Son  of  God  up  to  a  mountain  high. 
It  was  a  mountain  at  whofe  verdant  feet 
A  fpacious  plain  out-ftretch'd  in  circuit  wide 
Lay  pleafant;  from  his  fide  two  rivers  flow'd,        255 
Th'  one  winding,  th'  other  ftrait,  and  left  between 
Fair  champain  with  lefs  rivers  intervein'd, 
Tlien  meeting  join'd  their  tribute  to  the  fea: 
Fertil  of  corn  the  glebe,  of  oil  and  wine  ; 
With  herds  the  paftures  throng'd,  v/ith  flocks  the  hills; 
Huge  cities  and  high  towr'd,  that  well  might  feem 
The  feats  of  mightieft  monarchs,  and  fo  large 

3  The 
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The  profpedt  was,  that  here  and  there  was  room 
For  barren  defert  fountairJefs  and  dry. 
To  this  high  mountain  top  the  Tempter  brought    265 
Our  Saviour,  and  new  train  of  words  began. 

Well  have  we  fpeeded,  and  o'er  hill  and  dale, 
Foreft  and  field  and  flood,  temples  and  towers. 
Cut  fhorter  many  a  league ;  here  thou  behold'll 
Aflyria  and  her  empire's  ancient  bounds,  270 

Araxes  and  the  Cafpian  lake,  thence  on 
As  far  as  Indus  eall,  Euphrates  weft. 
And  oft  beyond ;  to  fouth  the  Perfian  bay. 
And  inacceflible  th'  Arabian  drouth  : 
Here  Nineveh,  of  length  within  her  wall  275 

Several  days  journey,  built  by  Ninus  old. 
Of  that  firft  golden  monarchy  the  feat. 
And  feat  of  Salmanaflar,  whofe  fuccefs 
Ifrael  in  long  captivity  ftill  mourns ; 
There  Babylon,  the  wonder  of  all  tongues,  280 

As  ancient,  but  rebuilt  by  him  who  twice 
Judah  and  all  thy  father  David's  houfe 
Led  captive,  and  Jerufalem  laid  wafte. 
Till  Cyrus  fet  them  free  ;  Perfepolis 
His  city  there  thou  feeft,  and  Badlra  there;  285 

Ecbatana  her  ftru6lure  vaft  there  Ihows, 
And  Hecatompylos  her  hundred  gates ; 
There  Sufa  by  Choafpes,  amber  ftream. 
The  drink  of  none  but  kings ;  of  later  fame 
Built  by  Emathian,  or  by  Parthian  hands,  290 

The  great  Seleucia,  Nifibis,  and  there 
Artaxata,  Teredon,  Ctefiphon, 

Turning 
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Turning  with  eafy  eye  thou  may 'ft  behold. 

All  thefe  the  Parthian,  now  fome  ages  pall> 

By  great  Arfaces  led,  who  founded  firll  295 

That  empire,  under  his  dominion  holds. 

From  the  luxurious  kings  of  Antioch  won. 

And  jufl  in  time  thou  com'il  to  have  a  view 

Of  his  great  pow'r;  for  now  the  Parthian  king 

In  Ctefiphon  hath  gathered  all  his  hoft  30© 

Againft  the  Scythian,  whofe  incurfions  wild 

Have  wafted  Sogdiana ;  to  her  aid 

He  marches  now  in  hafte ;  fee,  though  from  far. 

His  thoufands,  in  what  martial  equipage 

They  iflue  forth,  fteel  bows  and  Ihafts  their  arms,  305 

Of  equal  dread  in  flight  or  in  purfuit ; 

All  horfemen,  in  which  fight  they  moft  excel; 

See  how  in  warlike  mufter  they  appeal*. 

In  rhombs  and  wedges,  and  half-moons,  and  wings. 

He  look'd,  and  faw  what  numbers  numberlefs     3 10 
The  city  gates  out-pour'd,  light-armed  troops 
In  coats  of  mail  and  military  pride ; 
In  mail  their  tiorfes  clad,  yet  fleet  and  ftrong, 
Prauncing  their  riders  bore,  the  flow'r  and  choice 
Of  many  provinces  from  bound  to  bound;  315 

From  Arachofla,  from  Candaor  eaft, 
And  Margiana  to  the  Hyrcanian  clifts 
Of  Caucafus,  and  dark  Iberian  dales. 
From  Atropatia  and  the  neighb'ring  plains 
Of  Adiabene,  Media,  and  the  fouth  320 

Of  Sufiana,  to  Balfara's  haven. 

Vol.  XL  O  U^ 
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He  favv  them  in  their  forms  of  battle  rang'd. 

How  quick  they  wheel'd,  and  fiy'ing  behind  them  fiiot 

Sharp  ileet  of  arrowy  fhow'rs  againft  the  face 

Of  their  purfuers,  and  overcame  by  flight ;  325 

The  field  all  iron  caft  a  gleaming  brown  ; 

Nor  wanted  clouds  of  foot,  nor  on  each  horri 

Cuiraffiers  all  in  fteel  for  Handing  fight. 

Chariots  or  elephants  indors'd  v/ith  towers 

Of  archers,  nor  of  lab'ring  pioneers  330 

A  multitude  with  fpades  and  axes  arm'd 

To  lay  hills  plain,  fell  woods,  or  valleys  fill. 

Or  where  plain  was  raife  hill,  or  overlay 

With  bridges  rivers  proud,  as  with  a  yoke ; 

Mules  after  thefe,  camels  and  dromedaries,  335 

And  waggons  fraught  with  utenfils  of  war. 

Such  forces  met  not,  nor  fo  wide  a  camp, 

V/hen  Agrican  v/ith  all  his  northern  powers 

Eefieg'd  Albracca,  as  romances  tell. 

The  city'  of  Gallaphronc,  from  whence  to  win       340 

The  faireft  of  her  fex  Angelica 

His  daughter,  fought  by  many  proweft  knights. 

Both  Paynim,  and  the  peers  of  Charlemain. 

Such  and  fo  numerous  was  their  chivalry; 

At  fight  whereof  the  fiend  yet  more  prefumM,      345 

And  to  our  Saviour  thus  his  words  renew'd. 

That  thou  ma)' '11:  know  I  feek  not  to  engage 
Thy  virtue,  and  not  every  way  fecure 
On  no  flight  grounds  thy  fafety;  hear,  and  mark 
To  what  end  i  have  brought  thee  hither  aad  fhown  350 
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All  this  fair  fight :  thy  kingdom  though  foretold 

By  prophet  or  by  Angel,  unlefs  thou 

Endevor,  as  thy  father  David  did. 

Thou  never  ihalt  obtain ;  predidlion  flill 

In  all  things,  and  all  men,  fuppofes  means>  3  5  -j 

Without  means  us'd,  what  it  predidls  revokes. 

But  fay  thou  wert  pofTefs'd  of  David's  throne 

By  free  confent  of  all,  none  oppofit, 

Samaritan  or  Jew ;  how  could 'll  thou  hope 

Long  to  enjoy  it  quiet  and  fecure,  360 

Between  two  fuch  inclohng  enemies 

Roman  and  Parthian  ?  therefore  one  of  thefe 

Thou  muH  make  fure  thy  own,  the  Parthian  firfl 

By  my  advice,  as  nearer,  and  of  late 

Found  able  by  invafion  to  annoy  365 

Thy  country',  and  captive  le?d  away  her  kings 

Antigonus  and  old  Hyrcanus  bound, 

Maugre  the  Roman:  it  fhall  be  my  taik 

To  render  thee  the  Parthian  at  difpofe ; 

Choofcr  which  thou  wilt,  by  conquell  or  by  league.    3 70 

By  him  thou  ihalt  regain,  without  him  not. 

That  which  alone  can  truly  reinflall  thee 

In  David's  royal  feat,  his  true  fucceflbr, 

Deliverg.nce  of  thy  brethren,  thofe  ten  tribes 

Whofe  offspring  in  his  territory  yet  ferve,  375 

In  Habor,  and  among  the  Medes  difpers'd; 

Ten  fons  of  Jacob,  two  of  Jofeph  loft 

Thus  long  from  ifrael,  ferving  as  of  old 

Their  fathers  in  the  land  of  Egypt  ferv'd, 

O  z  This 
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This  oiFer  fets  before  thee  to  deliver.  380 

Thefe  if  from  fervitude  thou  fhalt  reftore 

To  their  inheritance,  then,  nor  till  then. 

Thou  on  the  throne  of  David  in  full  glory. 

From  Egypt  to  Euphrates  and  beyond 

Shalt  reign,  and  Rome  or  Csefar  not  need  fear.      3S5 

To  whom  our  Saviour  anfwer'd  thus  unmov'd. 
Much  oftentation  vain  of  flelhly  arm. 
And  fragil  arms,  much  inflrument  of  war 
Long  in  preparing,  foon  to  nothing  brought. 
Before  mine  eyes  thou'  hail  fet;  and  in  my  ear      390 
Vented  much  policy,  and  projects  deep 
Of  enemies,  of  aids,  battels  and  leagues, 
Plaufible  to  the  world,  to  me  worth  nought. 
Means  I  mull  ufe,  thou  fay 'ft,  prediction  elfe 
Will  unpredidl  and  fail  me  of  the  throne  :  395 

My  time  I  told  thee  (and  that  time  for  thee 
Were  better  fartheft  off)  is  not  yet  come  : 
When  that  comes,  think  not  thou  to  find  me  flack 
On  my  part  ought  endevoring,  or  to  need 
Thy  poHtic  maxims,  or  that  cumberfome  400 

Luggage  of  war  there  (hown  me,  argument 
Of  human  weaknefs  rather  than  of  flrength. 
My  brethren,  as  thou  cali'lT;  them,  thole  ten  tribes 
I  muft  deliver,  if  1  mean  to  reign 
David's  true  heir,  and  his  full  fcepter  fway  405 

To  juil  extent  over  all  Ifrael's  fons ; 
But  whence  to  thee  this  zeal,  where  was  it  then 
For  iirael,  or  for  David,  or  his  throne. 

When 
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When  thou  ftood'it  up  his  tempter  to  the  pride 

Of  numb'ring  Ifrael,  which  coft  the  lives  410 

Of  threefcore  and  ten  thoufand  Ifraetites 

By  three  days  peftilence  ?  fuch  was  thy  zeal 

To  Ifrael  then,  the  fame  that  now  to  me. 

As  for  thofe  captive  tribes,  themfelves  were  they 

Who  wrought  their  own  captivity,  fell  off"  415 

From  God  to  worfhip  calves,  the  deities 

Of  Egypt,  Baal  next  and  Aihtaroth, 

And  all  th'  idolatries  of  Heathen  round, 

Befides  their  other  worfe  than  heath'niih  crimes ; 

Nor  in  the  land  of  their  captivity  420 

Humbled  themfelves,  or  penitent  befought 

The  God  of  their  forefiithers ;  but  fo  dy'd 

Impenitent,  and  left  a  race  behind 

Like  to  themfelves,  diflinguifhable  fcarce 

From  Gentiles,  but  by  circumcifion  vain,  425 

And  God  with  idols  in  their  worihip  join'd. 

Should  I  of  thefe  the  liberty  regard. 

Who  freed  as  to  their  ancient  patrimony, 

Unhumbled,  unrepentant,  unreform'd. 

Headlong  would  follow' ;  and  to  their  Gods  perhaps 

Of  Bethel  and  of  Dan  ?  no,  let  them  ferve  431 

Their  enemies,  who  ferve  idols  with  God. 

Yet  he  at  length,  time  to  himfelf  bell  known, 

Remembring  Abraham,  by  feme  wondrous  call 

May  bring  them  back  repentant  and  fmcere,  435 

And  at  their  pafling  cleave  th'  Afiyrian  flood. 

While  to  their  native  land  with  joy  they  hafle, 

O  3  As 
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As  the  Red  Sea  and  Jordan  once  he  clefc. 

When  to  the  promis'd  land  their  fathers  pafs'd ; 

To  his  due  time  and  providence  I  leave  them.        44.0 

So  fpake  Ifrael's  true  king,  and  to  the  Fiend 
Made  anfvver  meet,  that  made  void  all  his  wiles. 
So  fares  it  when  with  truth  falfliood  contends. 
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PErplex'd  and  troubled  at  his  bad  fuccefs 
The  Tempter  flood,  nor  had  what  to  reply, 
Difcover'd  in  his  fraud,  thrown  from  his  hope 
So  oft,  and  the  perfuafive  rhetoric 
That  fleek'd  his  tongue,  and  won  fo  much  on  Eve,    5 
So  little  here,  nay  loft ;  but  Eve  was  Eve, 
This  far  his  over-match,  who  felf-deceiv'd 
And  ralh,  before  hand  had  no  better  weighed 
The  ftrength  he  was  to  cope  with,  or  his  own  : 
But  as  a  man  who  had  been  matchlefs  held  10 

In  cunning,  over-reach'd  where  leaft  he  thought. 
To  falve  his  credit,  and  for  very  fpite. 
Still  will  be  tempting  him  who  foils  him  ftill. 
And  never  ceafe,  though  to  his  fhame  the  more ; 
Or  as  a  fvvarm  of  flies  in  vintage-time,  i  z 

About  the  wine-prefs  where  fweet  muft  is  pour'd. 
Beat  off,  returns  as  oft  with  humming  found ; 
Or  furging  waves  againft  a  folid  rock. 
Though  all  to  Ihivers  dafhM,  th'  aiTault  renew. 
Vain  batt'ry,  and  in  froth  or  bubbles  end;  20 

So  Satan,  whom  repulfe  upon  repulfe 
Met  ever,  and  to  Ihameful  filence  brought. 

Yet 
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Yet  gives  not  o'er  tliough  defp'rate  of  fuccefs. 

And  his  vain  importunit)'  purfues. 

He  brought  our  Saviour  to  the  weilem  fide  25 

Of  that  high  mountain,  whence  he  might  behold 

Another  plain,  long  but  in  breadth  not  wide, 

\^'afh'd  by  the  fouthern  fea,  and  on  the  north 

To  equal  length  back'd  with  a  ridge  of  hills. 

That  fcreen'd  the  fruits  of  th'  earth  and  feats  of  men 

From  cold  Septentrion  blails,  thence  in  the  midll     31 

Divided  by  a  river,  of  whofe  banks 

On  each  fide  an  imperial  city  flood. 

With  tow'rs  and  temples  proudly  elevate 

On  fev'n  fmall  hills,  with  palaces  adorn'd,  35 

Porches  and  theatres,  baths,  aqueduds. 

Statues  and  trophies,  and  triumphal  arcs. 

Gardens  and  groves  prefented  to  his  eyes. 

Above  the  highth  of  mountains  interpos'd: 

By  what  ftrange  parallax  or  optic  fkill  40 

Of  vifion  multiply'd  through  air,  or  glafs 

Of  telefcope,  were  curious  to  inquire  : 

And  now  the  Tempter  thus  his  fiience  broke. 

The  city  which  thou  feeil  no  other  deem 
Than  great  and  glorious  Rome,  queen  of  the  earth    45 
So  far  renown'd,  and  with  the  fpoils  enrich'd 
Of  nations;  there  the  capitol  thou  feeil 
Above  the  reft  lifting  his  ftately  head 
On  the  Tarpeian  rock,  her  citadel 
Impregnable,  and  there  Mount  Palatine,  50 

Th'  imperial  palace,  compafs  huge,  and  high 
The  ilruaure,  feill  of  nobleft  architec'ls. 

With 
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With  gilded  battlements,  confpicuous  far. 

Turrets  and  terraces,  and  glitt'ring  fpires. 

Many  a  fair  edifice  befides,  more  like  ^^ 

Houfes  of  God,  (fo  well  1  have  difpos'd 

My  aery  microfcope)  thou  may 'ft  behold 

Outfide  and  infide  both,  pillars  and  roofs, 

Carv'd  work,  the  hand  of  fam'd  artificers 

In  cedar,  marble,  ivory,  or  gold.  60 

Thence  to  the  gates  caft  round  thine  eye,  and  fee 

What  conflux  iffuing  forth,  or  entring  in, 

Prcetors,  proconfuls  to  their  provinces 

Hailing,  or  on  return,  in  robes  of  ftate ; 

Lidlors  and  rods,  the  enfigns  of  their  power,  65 

Legions  and  cohortc,  turms  of  horfe  and  wings  : 

Or  embaiTies  from  regions  far  remote 

In  various  habits  on  the  Appian  road. 

Or  on  th'  Emilian,  fome  from  fartheft  fouth, 

vSyene',  and  where  the  ihadow  both  way  falls,  yo 

Meroe  Nilotic  ile,  and  more  to  weft. 

The  realm  of  Bocchus  to  the  Black-moor  fea ; 

From  th'  Afian  kings  and  Parthian  among  thefe. 

From  India  and  the  golden  Cherfonefe, 

And  utmoft  Indian  ile  Taprobane,  yr 

Dufk  faces  with  white  filken  turbants  wreath 'd; 

From  Gallia,  Gadcs,  and  the  Britifh  weft, 

Germans  and  Scythians,  and  Sarmatians  north 

Beyond  Danubius  to  the  Tauric  pool. 

All  nations  now  to  Rome  obedience  pay.  So 

To  Rome's  great  emperor,  whofe  wide  domain 

In  ample  territory,  wealth  and  power. 

Civility 
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Civility  of  manners,  arts  and  arms. 

And  long  renown,  thou  juftly  may 'ft  prefer 

Before  the  Parthian  ;  thefe  two  thrones  except,        85 

The  reft  are  barb'rous,  and  fcarce  worth  the  fight, 

Shar'd  among  petty  kings  too  far  remov'd ; 

Thefe  having  fhown  thee,  I  have  ftiown  thee  all 

The  kingdoms  of  the  world,  and  all  their  glory. 

This  emp'ror  hath  no  fon,  and  now  is  old,  90 

Old  and  lafcivious,  and  from  Rome  retir'd 

To  Capreas  an  iland  fmall  but  ftrong 

On  the  Campanian  ftiore,  with  purpofe  there 

His  horrid  lufts  in  private  to  enjoy. 

Committing  to  a  wicked  favorite  95 

All  public  cares,  and  yet  of  him  fufpicious. 

Hated  of  all,  and  hating ;  with  what  eafe. 

Indued  with  regal  virtues  as  thou  art. 

Appearing,  and  beginning  noble  deeds, 

Might'ft  thou  expel  this  monfter  from  his  throne      100 

Now  made  a  ftye,  and  in  his  place  afcending 

A  vidlor  people  free  from  fervile  yoke  ? 

And  with  my  help  thou  may 'ft ;  to  me  the  power 

Is  giv'n,  and  by  that  right  I  give  it  thee. 

Aim  therefore  at  no  lefs  than  all  the  world,  105 

Aim  at  the  high'eft,  without  the  high'eft  attaln'd 

Will  be  for  thee  no  fitting,  or  not  long. 

On  David's  throne,  be  prophecy'd  what  will. 

To  whom  the  Son  of  God  unmov'd  reply'd. 
Nor  doth  this  grandeur  and  majeftic  fhow  no 

Of  luxury,  though  call'd  magnificence. 
More  than  of  arms  before,  allure  mine  eye. 

Much 
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Much  lefs  my  mind ;  though  thou  Ihould'ft  add  to  tell 

Their  fumptuous  gluttonies,  and  gorgeous  feafts 

On  citron  tables  or  Atlantic  flone,  1 1 5 

(For  I  have  alfo  heard,  perhaps  have  read) 

Their  wines  of  Setia,  Cales,  and  Falerne, 

Chios,  and  Crete,  and  how  they  quaff  in  gold, 

Cryllal  and  myrrhine  cups  imbofs'd  with  gems 

And  iluds  of  pearl,  to  me  ihould'ft  tell  who  thirit     12® 

And  hunger  ftill :  then  emibafTies  thou  fhow'll 

From  nations  far  and  nigh ;  what  honour  that. 

But  tedious  wafte  of  time  to  fit  and  hear 

So  many  hollow  compliments  and  lies, 

Outlandifh  flatteries?  then  proceed'll  to  talk  125 

Of  th'  emperor,  how  eafily  fubdued. 

How  glorioufly  ;  I  fnall,  thou  fay'll,  expel 

A  brutilh  monller  :  what  if  I  withal 

Expel  a  Devil  who  lirft  made  him  fuch  ? 

Let  his  tormenter  confcience  find  him  out;  13c 

For  him  I  was  not  fent,  nor  yet  to  free 

That  people  vidor  once,  now  vile  and  bafe, 

Defervedly  made  vafTal,  who  once  juft. 

Frugal,  and  mild,  and  temp 'rate,  conquer 'd  well. 

But  govern  ill  the  nations  under  yoke,  1 35 

Peeling  their  provinces,  exhaufted  all 

By  lull  and  rapin ;  firft  ambitious  grown 

Of  triumph,  that  infulting  vanity ; 

Then  cruel,  by  their  fports  to  blood  inur'd 

Of  fighting  beafts,  and  rnen  to  beads  expos'd,        140 

Luxurious  by  their  wealth,  and  greedier  Uillj 

And  from  the  daily  fcene  eifemlnate. 

What 
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What  wife  and  valiant  man  would  feek  to  free 

Thefe  thus  degenerate,  by  themfelves  inflav'd. 

Or  could  of  inward  flaves  make  outward  free  ?       145 

Know  therefore  when  my  feafon  comes  to  fit 

On  David's  throne,  it  fhall  be  like  a  tree 

Spreading  and  overlhadowing  all  the  earth. 

Or  as  a  ftone  that  fhall  to  pieces  dafti 

All  monarchies  befides  throughout  the  world,  150 

And  of  my  kingdom  there  fhall  be  no  end : 

Means  there  fhall  be  to  this,  but  what  the  means. 

Is  not  for  thee  to  know,  nor  me  to  tell. 

To  whom  the  Tempter  impudent  reply 'd. 
I  fee  all  offers  made  by  me  how  flight  irr 

Thou  valued:,  becaufe  offer'd,  and  reje6l'ft : 
Nothing  will  pleafe  the  difficult  and  nice. 
Or  nothing  more  than  Hill  to  contradict : 
On  th'  other  fide  knovv'  alfo  thou,  that  I 
On  what  I  offer  fet  as  high  eileem,  160 

Nor  what  I  part  with  mean  to  give  for  nought ; 
All  thefe  which  in  a  moment  thou  behold '11, 
The  kingdoms  of  the  world  to  thee  I  give ; 
For  giv'n  to  me,  I  give  to  whom  I  pleafe, 
No  trifle  ;  yet  with  this  referve,  not  elfe,  165 

On  this  condition,  if  thou  wilt  fall  dov/n. 
And  worihip  me  as  thy  fuperior  lord, 
Eafily  done,  and  hold  them  all  of  me ; 
For  what  can  lefs  fo  great  a  gift  deferve  ? 

Whom  thus  our  Saviour  anfwer'd  with  difdain.    170 
I  never  lik'd  thy  talk,  thy  offers  lefs. 
Now  both  abhor,  fince  thou  hall  dar'd  to  utter 

Th-* 
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Th'  abominable  terms,  impious  condition; 

But  I  indure  the  time,  till  which  expir'd. 

Thou  haft  permiflion  on  me.     It  is  written  175 

The  iirft  of  all  commandments.  Thou  fhalt  worihip 

The  Lord  thy  God,  and  only  him  fhalt  ferve ; 

And  dar'ft  thou  to  the  Son  of  God  propound 

To  worihip  thee  accurs'd,  now  more  accurs'd 

For  this  attempt  bolder  than  that  on  Eve,  1 8© 

And  more  blafphemous  r  which  exped:  to  rue. 

The  kingdoms  of  the  world  to  thee  were  given. 

Permitted  rather,  and  by  thee  ufurp'd ; 

Other  donation  none  thou  canft  produce  : 

If  giv'n,  by  whom  but  by  the  King  of  kings,  1S5 

Gcd  over  all  fupreme  ?  if  giv'n  to  thee. 

By  thee  how  fairly  is  the  giver  now 

Repaid  ?  But  gratitude  in  thee  is  loft 

Long  fmce.     Wert  thou  fo  void  of  fear  or  Ihame, 

As  offer  them  to  me  the  Son  of  God,  190 

To  me  my  own,  on  fuch  abhorred  pa6t. 

That  I  fall  down  and  worfhip  thee  as  God  ? 

Get  thee  behind  me ;  plain  thou  now  appear'ft 

That  evil  one,  Satan  for  ever  damn'd. 

To  whom  the  Fiend  with  fear  abaih'd  reply 'd.   195 
Be  not  fo  fore  offended.  Son  of  God, 
Though  fons  of  God  both  Angels  are  and  Men, 
If  I  to  try  whether  in  higher  fort 
Than  thefe  thou  bear'ft  that  title,  have  propos'd 
What  both  from  Men  and  Angels  I  receive,  200 

Tetrarchs  of  fire,  air,  flood,  and  on  the  earth 
Nations  belides  from  all  tlie  quartcr'd  vvii^ds, 

4  God 
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God  of  this  world  invok'd  and  world  beneath ; 

Who  then  thou  art,  whofe  coming  is  foretold 

To  me  fo  fatal,  me  it  moil  concerns.  205 

The  trial  hath  indamag'd  thee  no  way. 

Rather  more  honor  left  and  more  elleem  ; 

Me  nought  advantag'd,  miffing  what  I  aim'd. 

Therefore  let  pafs,  as  they  are  tranfitory. 

The  kingdoms  of  this  world;  I  fhall  no  more         210 

Advife  thee ;  gain  them  as  thou  canft,  or  not. 

And  thou  thyfelf  feem'ft  otherwife  inclin'd 

Than  to  a  worldly  crown,  addidled  mere 

To  contemplation  and  profound  difpute. 

As  by  that  early  adlion  may  be  jadg'd,  215 

When  flipping  from  thy  mother's  eye  thou  went'il 

Alone  into  the  temple;  there  waft  found 

Among  the  graveft  Rabbies  difputant 

On  points  and  queftions  fitting  Mofes'  chair. 

Teaching,  not  taught ;  the  childhood  fhows  the  man. 

As  morning  fhows  the  day.     Be  famous  then  221 

By  wifdom ;  as  thy  empire  muft  extend. 

So  let  extend  thy  mind  o'er  all  the  world 

In  knowledge,  all  things  in  it  comprehend  : 

All  knowledge  is  not  couch'd  in  Mofes'  law,  22; 

The  Pentateuch,  or  what  the  Prophets  wrote ; 

The  Gentiles  alfo  know,  and  write,  and  teach 

To  admiration,  led  by  nature's  light; 

And  with  the  Gentiles  much  thou  muft  converfe. 

Ruling  them  by  perfuafion  as  thou  mcan'ft;  230 

Without  their  learning  how  wilt  thou  with  them. 

Or  they  with  thee  hold  converfation  meet  r 

How 
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How  wilt  thou  reafon  with  them,  how  refute 

Their  idolifms,  traditions,  paradoxes  ? 

Error  by  his  own  arms  is  beft  evinc'd.  235 

Look  once  more  ere  we  leave  this  fpecular  mount 

Wellward,  much  nearer  by  fouthweft,  behold 

Where  on  the  .^gean  fhore  a  city  ftands 

Built  nobly,  pure  the  air,  and  light  the  foil, 

Athens  the  eye  of  Greece,  mother  of  arts  240 

And  eloquence,  native  to  famous  wits 

Or  hofpitable,  in  her  fweet  recefs. 

City'  or  fuburban,  ftudious  walks  and  (hades ; 

See  there  the  olive  grove  of  Academe, 

Plato's  retirement,  where  the  Attic  bird  245 

Trills  her  thick-warbled  notes  the  fummer  long  j 

There  flow'ry  hill  Hymettus  with  the  found 

Of  bees  indultrious  murmur  oft  invites 

To  ftudious  mufmg ;  there  Iliffus  rolls 

His  whifp'ring  ftream:  within  the  walls  then  viev/    250 

The  fchools  of  ancient  fages ;  his  who  bred 

Great  Alexander  to  fubdue  the  world, 

Lyceum  there,  and  painted  Stoa  next : 

There  (halt  thou  hear  and  learn  the  fecret  power 

Of  harmony  in  tones  and  numbers  hit  255 

By  voice  or  hand,  and  variour-meafur'd  verfe, 

jEolian  charms  and  Dorian  lyric  odes. 

And  his  who  gave  them  breath,  bat  higher  fung, 

BUnd  Melefigenes  thence  Homer  call'd, 

Whofe  poem  Phoebus  challeng'd  for  his  own.         260 

Tlience  what  the  lofty  grave  tragedians  taught 

In  Chorus  or  Iambic,  teachers  belt 

Vol  XI.  P  Of 


210       PARADISE    REGAIN'D.      Book  IV. 

Of  moral  prudence,  with  delight  receiv'd 

In  brief  fententious  precepts,  while  they  treat 

Of  fate,  and  chance,  and  change  in  human  life  ;     265 

High  adions,  and  high  paflions  bell  defcribing : 

Thence  to  the  famous  orators  repair, 

Thofe  ancient,  whofe  refifilefs  eloquence 

Wielded  at  will  that  fierce  democratic. 

Shook  th'  arfenal  and  fulmin'd  over  Greece,  270 

To  Macedon  and  Artaxerxes'  throne  : 

To  fage  Philofophy  next  lend  thine  ear. 

From  Heav'n  defcended  to  the  low-rooft  houfe 

Of  Socrates ;  fee  there  his  tenement. 

Whom  well  infpir'd  the  oracle  pronounc'd  275 

Wifeil  of  men  ;  from  whofe  mouth  iffued  forth 

Mellifluous  ftreams,  that  water'd  all  the  fchools 

Of  Academics  old  and  new,  with  thofe 

Surnam'd  Peripatetics,  and  the  fed; 

Epicurean,  and  the  Stoic  fevere  ;  280 

Thefe  here  revolve,  or,  as  tliou  lik'H,  at  home. 

Till  time  mature  thee  to  a  kingdom's  weight ; 

Thefe  rules  will  render  thee  a  king  complete 

Within  thyfelf,  much  more  uitk  empire  join'd. 

To  whom  our  Saviour  fagely  thus  reply'd.  285 

Think  not  but  that  I  know  thefe  things,  or  think 
T  know  them  not ;  not  therefore  am  I  fhort 
Of  knowing  what  I  ought :  he  v/ho  receives 
Light  from  above,  from  the  fountain  of  ligl^t. 
No  other  dodrin  needs,  though  granted  true ;         290 
But  thefe  are  falfe,  or  little  eife  but  dreams, 
C'.>;iecluresj  fancies,  buijt  on  nothing  lirm. 

d.  The 


BooklV.      PARADISE    REGAIN'D.         211 

The  firfl  and  wifeft  of  them  all  profefs'd 

To  know  this  only,  that  he  nothing  knew  ; 

The  next  to  fabling  fell  and  fmooth  conceits ;         295 

A  third  fort  doubted  all  things,  though  plain  fenfe ; 

Others  in  virtue  plac'd  felicity. 

But  virtue  join'd  with  riches  and  long  life; 

In  corporal  pleafure  he,  and  carelefs  eafe ; 

The  Stoic  laft  in  philofophic  pride,  303 

By  him  call'd  virtue ;  and  his  virtuous  man. 

Wife,  perfeft  in  himfelf,  and  all  poifelfing. 

Equals  to  God,  oft  Ihames  not  to  prefer. 

As  fearing  God  nor  man,  contemning  all 

Wealth,  pleafure,  pain  or  torment,  death  and  life,    30^ 

Which  when  he  lifts,  he  leaves,  or  boalls  he  can. 

For  all  his  tedious  talk  is  but  vain  boaft. 

Or  fubtle  ftiifts  convidtion  to  evade. 

Alas,  what  can  they  teach,  and  not  miflead. 

Ignorant  of  therafelves,  of  God  much  more,  3  jo 

And  how  the  world  began,  and  liovv  man  fell 

Degraded  by  himfelf,  on  grace  depending  ? 

Much  of  the  foul  they  talk,  but  all  awry. 

And  in  themfelves  feek  virtue,  and  to  themfelves 

All  glory  arrogate,  to  God  give  none,  31- 

Rather  accufe  him  under  ufual  names. 

Fortune  and  Fate,  as  one  regardlefs  quite 

Of  mortal  things.     Who  therefore  feeks  in  thefc 

True  wifdom,  finds  her  not,  or  by  dcluiion 

Farworfe,  her  falfe  refemblance  only  meets,  320 

An  empty  cloud.     However  many  books. 

Wife  men  have  faid,  are  w-arifome ;  who  reads 

F  2  IncelFantlyj 
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IiicelTantly,  and  to  his  reading  brings  not 

A  fpirit  and  judgment  equal  or  fuperior, 

(And  what  he  brings,  what  needs  he  elfewhere  feek?) 

Uncertain  and  unfettled  ftill  remains,  326 

Deep  vers'd  in  books  and  fhallow  in  himfelf. 

Crude  or  intoxicate,  colledling  toys. 

And  trifles  for  choice  matters,  worth  a  fpunge ; 

As  children  gathering  pebbles  on  the  ihore.  330 

Or  if  I  would  delight  my  private  hours 

With  mufic  or  with  poem,  where  fo  foon 

As  in  our  native  language  can  I  fmd 

That  folace  ?  Ail  our  law  and  Hory  flrow'd 

With  hymns,  our  pfalms  with  artful  terms  infcrib'd. 

Our  Hebrew  fongs  and  harps  in  Babylon,  336 

That  pleas 'd  fo  well  our  vidors  ear,  declare 

That  rather  Greece  from  us  thefe  arts  deriv'd; 

111  imitated,  while  they  loudeft  fmg 

The  vices  of  their  Deities,  and  their  own  340 

In  fable,  hymn,  or  fong,  fo  perfonating 

Their  Gods  ridiculous,  and  themfelves  paft  fhame. 

Remove  their  fv/elling  epithets  thick  laid 

As  vamifh  on  a  harlot's  cheek,  the  reft. 

Thin  fown  with  ought  of  profit  or  delight,  345 

Will  far  be  found  unworthy  to  compare 

Vv^ith  Sion's  fongs,  to  all  true  taftes  excelling. 

Where  God  is  prais'd  aright,  and  God-like  men. 

The  Holieft  of  Holies,  and  his  Saints; 

Such  are  from  God  infpir'd,  not  fuch  from  thee,    350 

Unlefs  where  moral  virtue  is  exprels'd 

j^y  light  of  nature  not  in  all  quite  loft. 

Their 


Book  IV.      PARADISE    REGAIN'D  253 

Thsir  orators  thou  then  extoll'ft,  as  thofe 

The  rop  of  eloquence,  ftatiUs  indeed. 

And  lovers  of  their  country,  as  may  feemj  355 

But  herein  to  our  prophets  far  beneath. 

As  men  divinely  taught,  and  better  teaching 

The  folid  rules  of  civil  government 

In  their  majeftic  unaftefted  ftile 

Than  all  th*  oratory  of  Greece  and  Rome.  360 

In  them  is  plaineft  taught,  and  eafieft  learnt. 

What  makes  a  nation  happy',  and  keeps  it  fo. 

What  ruins  kingdoms,  and  lays  cities  flat ; 

Thefe  only  with  our  law  bell  form  a  king. 

So  fpake  the  Son  of  God;  but  Satan  now  365 

Quite  at  a  lofs,  for  all  his  darts  were  fpent. 
Thus  to  our  Saviour  with  Hern  brow  reply'd. 

Since  neither  wealth  nor  honor,  arms  nor  arts. 
Kingdom  nor  empire  pleafes  thee,  nor  ought 
By  me  propos'd  in  life  contemplative,  370 

Or  a6live,  tended  on  by  glory*,  or  fame. 
What  doft  thou  in  this  world  ?  The  wildernefs 
For  thee  is  fitteft  place;  I  found  thee  there. 
And  thither  will  return  thee  ;  yet  remember 
What  I  foretel  thee,  foon  thou  fhah  have  caufe      375 
To  wiih  thou  never  hadlt  reje^led  tiius 
Nicely  or  cautioufly  my  oifer'd  aid. 
Which  would  have  fet  thee  in  ihort  time  mth  eafe 
On  David's  throne,  or  throne  of  all  the  world. 
Now  at  full  age,  fulncfs  of  time,  thy  feafon,  380 

When  prophecies  of  t.iee  are  beft  fuIfiU'd. 
Now  contrary,  if  I  read  ought  in  Keaven, 

P  3  Or 
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Or  Fleav'n  write  ought  of  fate,  by  what  the  flars 

Voluminous,  or  fmgle  characters. 

In  their  conjunftion  met,  give  me  to  fpell,  385 

Sorrows,  and  labors,  oppofition,  hate 

Attends  thee,  fcorns,  reproaches,  injuries. 

Violence  and  Uripes,  and  laftly  cruel  death ; 

A  kingdom  they  portend  thee,  but  what  kingdom. 

Real  or  allegoric,  I  difcern  not,  390 

Nor  when,  eternal  fure,  as  without  end. 

Without  beginning  ;  for  no  date  prefix'd 

Direcls  me  in  the  Harry  rubric  fet. 

So  fay'ing  he  took  (for  ftill  he  knew  his  power 
Not  yet  expir'd)  and  to  the  wildernefs  395 

Brought  back  the  Son  of  God,  and  left  him  there. 
Feigning  to  difappear.     Darknefs  now  rofe. 
As  day -light  funk,  and  brought  in  louring  night 
Her  fhadowy  offspring,  unfubftantial  both. 
Privation  mere  of  light  and  abfent  day.  4C0 

Our  Saviour  meek  and  with  untroubled  mind 
After  his  aery  jaunt,  though  hurried  fore. 
Hungry  and  cold  betook  him  to  his  reft. 
Wherever,  under  fome  concourfe  of  fhades, 
W^hofe  branching  arms  thick  intertwin'd  might  fhield 
From  dews  and  damps  of  night  his  fnelter'd  head,  406 
But  fhelter'd  flept  in  vain,  for  at  his  head 
The  Tempter  watch'd,  and  foon  with  ugly  dreams 
DiftLirb'd  his  ileen;'  and  either  tropic  now 
'Gan  thunder,  and  both  ends  of  Heav'n,  the  clouds  410 
From  many  a  horrid  rift  abortive  pour'd 
Fierce  ran  with  lightning  mix'd,  water  with  fire 

In 
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In  ruin  reconcil'd :  nor  flept  the  winds 

Within  their  llony  caves,  but  rufh'd  abroad 

From  the  four  hinges  of  tlie  world,  and  fell  415 

On  the  vex'd  wildemefs,  whofe  tallell  pines. 

Though  rooted  deep  as  high,  and  flurdiefl  oaks 

Bow'd  their  iliff  necks,  loaden  with  ftormy  blafts. 

Or  torn  up  fheer :  ill  waft  thou  (hrouded  then, 

O  patient  Son  of  God,  yet  only  flood 'ft  42Q 

Unfhaken  ;  nor  yet  ftay'd  the  terror  there; 

Infernal  ghofts,  and  helHfh  furies,  round 

Environ'd  thee,fome  howl'd,  fome  yell'd,  fome  fhriek'dj 

Some  bent  at  thee  their  fiery  darts,  while  thou 

Satft  unappali'd  in  calm  and  finlefs  peace.  425 

Thus  pafs'd  the  night  fo  foul,  till  morning  fair 

Came  forth  with  pilgrim  fteps  in  am.ice  gray. 

Who  with  her  radiant  finger  ftill'd  the  roar 

Of  thunder,  chas'd  the  clouds,  and  laid  the  winds. 

And  grifly  fpedres,  which  the  Fiend  had  rais'd      43 q 

To  tempt  the  Son  of  God  \\ith  terrors  dire. 

And  now  the  fun  with  more  efFedlual  beams 

Had  chear'd  the  face  of  earth,  and  dry'd  the  wet 

From  drooping  plant,  or  dropping  tree  ;  the  birds. 

Who  all  things  now  behold  more  frefh  and  green,  43  r 

After  a  night  of  ftorm  {o  ruinous, 

Clcar'd  up  their  choiceft  notes  in  bufli  and  fpray 

To  gratulate  the  fweet  return  of  morn; 

Nor  yet  amidft  this  joy  and  b.righteft  morn 

Was  abfent,  after  all  his  mifchief  done,  440 

The  prince  of  darknefs,  glad  would  alfo  kem 

Of  tins  fair  change,  and  to  our  Saviour  came, 

P  4  Yet 
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Yet  with  no  new  device,  they  all  were  fpent. 

Rather  by  this  his  laft  affront  refolvM, 

Defp'rate  of  better  courfe,  to  vent  his  rage,  445 

And  mad  defpite  to  be  fo  oft  repell'd. 

Him  walking  on  a  funny  hill  he  found, 

Back'd  on  the  north  and  weft  by  a  thick  wood ; 

Out  of  the  wood  he  ftarts  in  wonted  fhape. 

And  in  a  carelefs  mood  thus  to  him  faid.  450 

Fair  morning  yet  betides  thee.  Son  of  God, 
After  a  difmal  night ;  I  heard  the  wrack 
As  earth  and  fky  would  mingle ;  but  myfelf 
Was  diftant ;  and  thefe  flaws,  though  mortals  fear  them 
As  dang'rous  to  the  pillar'd  frame  of  Heaven,       455 
Or  to  the  earth's  dark  bafis  underneath, 
Are  to  the  main  as  inconfiderable. 
And  harmk-fs,  if  not  wholefome,  as  a  fneeze 
To  man's  lefs  univerfe,  and  foon  are  gone; 
Yet  as  being  oft  times  noxious  where  they  light    460 
On  man,  beaft,  plant,  wafleful  and  turbulent. 
Like  turbulencies  in  th*  affairs  of  men. 
Over  whofe  heads  they  roar,  and  feem  to  point. 
They  oft  fore-fignify  and  threaten  ill: 
This  tempeft  at  this  defert  moft  was  bent  465 

Of  men  at  thee,  for  only  thou  here  dwell'ft. 
Did  I  not  tell  thee,  if  thou  didft  reje«5l 
The  perfeft  feafon  offer'd  with  my  aid 
To  win  thy  dcftin'd  feat,  but  wilt  prolong 
All  to  the  puffi  of  fate,  purfue  thy  v/ay  470 

Of  gaining  David's  throne  no  man  knows  when, 
or  botli  the  when  and  how  is  no  where  told. 

Thou 


BooklV.      PARADISE    REGAINED.  217 

Thou  fhalt  be  what  thou  art  ordain 'd,  no  doubt ; 

For  angels  have  proclam'd  it,  but  concealing 

The  time  and  means :  each  ad  is  rightliell:  done,   475 

Not  when  it  muil:,  but  when  it  may  be  beil. 

If  thou  obferve  not  this,  be  fure  to  find. 

What  I  foretold  thee,  many  a  hard  aflay 

Of  dangers,  and  adverfities,  and  pains. 

Ere  thou  of  Ifrael's  fcepter  get  fall:  hold;  480 

Whereof  this  ominous  night  that  clos'd  thee  round. 

So  many  terrors,  voices,  prodigies. 

May  warn  thee,  as  a  fure  fore-going  lign. 

So  talk'd  he  wliile  the  Son  of  God  went  on 
And  ftay'd  not,  but  in  brief  iiim  aniwer'd  thus.      485 

Me  worfe  than  wet  thou  find'll  not;  other  harm 
Thofe  terrors,  which  thou  fpeak'ft  of,  did  me  none; 
I  never  fear'd  they  could,  though  noifmg  loud 
And  threatning  nigh ;  what  they  can  do  as  figns 
Betokening,  or  ill  boding,  1  contemn  490 

As  falfe  portents,  not  fent  from  God,  but  thee ; 
Who,  knowing  I  fhall  reign  pafl  thy  preventing, 
Obtrud'll  thy  offer 'd  aid,  that  I  accepting 
At  leail  might  feem  to  hold  all  pow'r  of  thee. 
Ambitious  Spi'rit,  and  wouldft  be  thought  my  God, 
And  ftorm'll  refus'd,  thinking  to  terrify  4^6 

Me  to  thy  will ;  deiiil,  thou  art  difcern'd 
And  toil' ft  in  vain,  nor  me  in  vain  moleft. 

To  whom  the  Fiend  now  fwoln  with  rage  reply 'd. 
Then  hear,  O  Son  of  David,  Virgin-born;  500 

For  Son  of  God  to  me  is  yet  in  doubt : 
Of  the  MeJiah  I  have  heard  foretold 

By 


2l8  PARADISE    REGAIN'D.      BcroklV. 

By  all  the  Prophets ;  of  thy  birth  at  length 

Announc'd  by  Gabriel  with  the  firll  I  knew. 

And  of  th*  angelic  fong  in  Bethlehem  field,  505 

On  thy  birth -night,  that  fung  thee  Saviour  born. 

From  that  time  feldom  ha\'e  I  ceas'd  to  eye 

Thy  infancy,  thy  childhood,  and  thy  youth. 

Thy  manhood  laft,  though  yet  in  private  bred; 

TiQ  at  the  ford  of  Jordan,  whither  all  ^1% 

Flock  to  the  Baptift,  I  among  the  reft. 

Though  not  to  be  baptiz'd,  by  voice  from  Heaven 

Heard  thee  pronounc'd  the  Son  of  God  belov'd. 

Thenceforth  1  thought  thee  Vv'orth  my  nearer  view 

And  narrower  fcrutiny,  that  I  might  learn  5 1 5 

In  what  degree  of  meaning  thou  art  call'd 

The  Son  of  God,  v/hich  bears  no  fmgle  fenfe  ; 

The  Son  of  Gcd  I  alfo  am,  or  was. 

And  if  I  was,  I  am ;  relation  ftands  ; 

Ail  men  are  Sons  of  God;  yet  thee  I  thought        520 

In  feme  refpeft  far  higher  fo  declar'd. 

Therefore  I  watch'd  thy  footfteps  from  that  hour. 

And  foUow'd  thee  ftill  on  to  this  wafte  wild ; 

Where  by  all  bell-  corjedlures  I  colled 

Thou  art  to  be  my  fatal  enemy.  525 

Good  reafon  then,  if  I  before-hand  feek 

To  underftand  my  adverfary,  who 

And  what  he  is ;  his  wifdom,  pow'r,  intent ; 

By  pari,  or  compofition,  truce,  or  league. 

To  win  him,  or  win  from  him  v/hat  I  can.  530 

And  opportunity  I  here  have  had 

To  try  the€,  fift  thee,  and  confefs  have  found  thee 

Proof 
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Proof  againft  all  temptation,  as  a  rock 
Of  adamant,  and  as  a  center,  firm. 
To  th'  utmoft  of  mere  man  both  wife  and  good,     535 
Not  more  ;  for  honors,  riches,  kingdoms,  glory. 
Have  been  before  contemn'd,  and  may  again : 
Therefore  to  know  what  more  thou  art  than  man. 
Worth  naming  Son  of  God  by  voice  from  Heaven, 
Another  method  I  muft  now  begin.  540 

So  fay'ing  he  caught  him  up,  and  without  wing 
Of  hippogrif  bore  through  the  air  fublime 
Over  the  wildernefs  and  o'er  the  plain ; 
Till  underneath  them  fair  Jerufalem, 
The  holy  city,  lifted  high  her  towers,  545 

And  higher  yet  the  glorious  temple  rear'd 
Her  pile,  far  off  appearing  like  a  mount 
Of  alabafter,  topt  vAih.  golden  fpires : 
There  on  the  higheft  pinnacle  he  fet 
The  Son  of  God,  and  added  thus  in  fcorn.  55<3 

There  ftand,  if  thou  wilt  ftand  ;  to  (land  upright. 
Will  aik  thee  fkill ;  I  to  thy  Father's  houfe 
Have  brought  thee',  and  higheft  plac'd,  higheft  is  befl. 
Now  Ihow  thy  progeny  ;  if  not  to  ftand, 
Caft  thyfelf  down ;  fafely,  if  Son  of  God  :  555 

For  it  is  written.  He  will  give  command 
Concerning  thee  to  his  Angels,  in  their  hands 
They  fhall  up  lift  thee,  left  at  any  time 
Thou  chance  to  dafti  thy  foot  againft  a  ftone. 

To  whom  thus  Jcfus;  Alfo  it  is  written,  560 

Tempt  not  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  he  faid,  and  ftood  : 
But  Satan  fmitten  with  amazement  fell. 

As 
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As  when  earth's  fon  Antaeus  (to  compare 

Small  things  with  greateft)  in  IraiTa  ftrove 

With  Jove's  xAlcides,  and  oft  foil'd  ftill  rcfe,  565 

Receiving  from  his  mother  earth  new  ftrength, 

Frefh  from  his  fall,  and  fiercer  grapple  join'd. 

Throttled  at  length  in  th'  air,  expir'd,  and  fell ; 

So  after  many  a  foil  the  Tempter  proud. 

Renewing  frefli  affaults,  amidft  his  pride  57a 

Fell  whence  he  flood  to  fee  his  viftor  fall. 

And  as  that  Theban  monfter  that  propos'd 

Her  riddle',  and  him  who  folv'd  it  not,  devour'd. 

That  once  found  out  and  folv'd,  for  grief  and  fpite 

Call  herfelf  headlong  from  th'  Ifmenian  ileep;       575 

So  ftruck  v/ith  dread  and  anguilh  fell  the  Fiend, 

And  to  his  crew,  that  fat  confulting,  brought 

Joylefs  triumphals  of  his  hop'd  fuccefs. 

Ruin,  and  defperation,  and  difmay. 

Who  durft  fo  proudly  tempt  the  Son  of  God.  580 

So  Satan  fell ;  and  ftrait  a  fiery  globe 

Of  Angels  on  full  fail  of  wing  flew  nigh. 

Who  on  their  plumy  vans  receiv'd  him  foft 

From  his  uneafy  llation,  and  upbore 

As  on  a  floting  couch  through  the  blithe  air,  585 

Then  in  a  flow'ry  valley  fet  him  down 

On  a  green  bank,  and  fet  before  him  fpread 

A  table  of  celeftial  food,  divine, 

Ambronal  fruits,  fetch'd  from  the  tree  of  life. 

And  from  the  fount  of  life  am.brofial  drink,  590 

That  foon  refreih'd  him  wearied,  and  repair'd 

What  hunger,  if  ought  hunger  had  impair'd. 

Or 
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Or  tliirft;  and  as  he  fed,  angelic  quires 

Sung  heav'nly  anthems  of  his  vi6lory 

Over  temptation,  and  the  Tempter  proud.  595 

True  image  of  the  Father,  whether  thron'd 
In  the  bofom  of  blifs,  and  light  of  light 
Conceiving,  or  remote  from  Heaven,  infhrin'd 
In  flefhly  tabernacle,  and  human  form. 
Wand 'ring  the  wildernefs,  whatever  place,  6o<» 

Habit,  or  llate,  or  motion,  ftill  exprefiing 
The  Son  of  God,  with  God-like  force  indued 
Againfl  th'  attempter  of  thy  Father's  throne. 
And  thief  of  Paradife  ;  him  long  of  old 
Thou  didft  debel,  and  down  from  Heaven  caft        605 
With  all  his  army,  now  thou  haft  aveng'd 
Supplanted  Adam,  and  by  vanquifhing 
Temptation,  haft  regain'd  loft  Paradife  ; 
And  fruftrated  the  conqueft  fraudulent : 
He  never  more  henceforth  will  dare  fet  foot  610 

In  Paradife  to  tempt ;  his  fnares  are  broke  : 
For  though  that  feat  of  earthly  blifs  be  fail'd, 
A  fairer  Paradife  is  founded  now 
For  Adam  and  his  chofen  fons,  whom  thou 
A  Saviour  art  come  down  to  re-inftall  61^5 

Where  they  ihall  dwell  fecure,  when  time  /hall  be. 
Of  Tempter  and  temptation  without  fear. 
But  thou,  infernal  Serpent,  (halt  not  long 
Rule  in  the  clouds ;  like  an  autumnal  ftar 
Or  lightning  thcu  fhalt  fall  from  Heav'n,  trod  down 
Under  his  feet:  for  proof,  ere  this  thou  feePft        621 
Thy  wound,  yet  not  thy  laft  and  deadlieft  wcund> 

By 
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By  this  repulfe  receiv'd,  and  hold'fl  in  Hell 

No  triumph ;  in  all  her  gates  Abaddon  rues 

Thy  bold  attempt ;  hereafter  learn  with  awe  625 

To  dread  the  Son  of  God  :  he  all  unarm'd 

Shall  chace  thee  with  the  terror  of  his  voice 

From  thy  demoniac  holds,  polTeffion  foul. 

Thee  and  thy  legions ;  yelling  they  fhall  fly. 

And  beg  to  hide  them  in  a  herd  of  fwine,  63a 

Left  he  command  them  down  into  the  deep 

Bound,  and  to  torment  fent  before  their  time. 

Hail,  Son  of  the  moft  high,  heir  of  both  worlds,, 

Queller  of  Satan,  on  thy  glorious  work 

Now  enter,  and  begin  to  fave  mankind.  635 

Thus  they  the  Son  of  God  our  Saviour  meek 
Sung  victor,  and  from  heavenly  feaft  refrelh'd 
Brought  on  his  way  with  joy;  he  unobferv'd 
Home  to  his  mother's  houfe  private  retarn'd. 
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From  Milton's   Manufcript, 


The  Perfons. 

Michael 
Heavenly  Love 
Chorus  of  Angels 
Lucifer 

^"^  I  with  the  Serpent 

Confcience 

Death 

Labor 

Sicknefs 

Difcontent        ^  Mutes 

Ignorance 

with  others 
Faith 
Hope 
Charity. 


The  Perfons. 

Mofes 

Divine  J  uftice,  Mercy,  Wif- 

dom.  Heavenly  Love 
Hefperus  the  Evening  Star 
Chorus  of  Angels 
Lucifer 


Mute.1 


Other  Tragedies. 


Adam    in    banishment 

The  Flood. 

A  B  R  A  M   in   Egypt. 
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Paradise     Lost. 

The  Perfons. 

Mofes  TT^oXoy'ifa,  recounting  how  he  aiTum'd  his 
true  body;  that  it  corrupts  not,  becaufe  of  his  [abode} 
with  God  in  the  mount;  declares  the  like  of  Enoch 
and  Eliah ;  befides  the  purity  of  the  place,  that  certain 
pure  winds,  dews,  and  clouds,  preferve  it  from  cor- 
ruption;  whence  exhorts  to  the  fight  of  God;  tells 
they  cannot  fee  Adam  in  the  ftate  of  innocence  by 
reafon  of  their  fm. 

J  u.  ice      1  jgbating  what  fhould  become  of  Man, 

^^"'y      (       if  he  fall. 
Wifdom    -) 

Chorus  of  Angels  fing  a  hymn  of  the  creation. 

Aau. 

Heavenly  Love. 

Evening  Star. 

Chorus  fing  the  marriage  fong,and  defcribe  Paradife. 

Aa  IIL 
Lucifer  contriving  Adam's  ruin. 
Chorus  feari  for  Adam,  and  relates  Lucifer's  rebel- 
lion and  fall. 

Ad  IV. 

^^'"^    I    fallen. 
Eve       j 

Confcience  cites  them  to  God's  examination. 

Chorus  bev^ails,  and  tells  the  good  Adam  hath  loft, 

Aa  V. 
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Aav. 

Adam  and  Eve  driven  out  of  Paradlfe : 
Prefenied  by  an  Angel  with 

Labor,  Grief,  Hatred,  Envy,  War, "J 
Famin,  Peflilence,  Sicknefs,  Difcon-  (    ^ 
tent.  Ignorance,  Fear,  Death  entered  I 
into  the  world,  "^ 

to  whom  he  gives  their  names :  likewife  Winter,  Heat, 
Tempeft,  ^c. 
Faith       -s 

Hope       C  comfort  him  and  inllrudl  him. 
Charity  J 
Chorus  briefly  conchides. 


The  Deluge.     Sodom. 
Dinah.   Vide  Eufeb.  Prxparat.  Evang.  L.  9.  C.  22< 

The  Perfons. 

Dinah.  Hamor. 

Debora,  Rebecca's  nurfe.  Sichem. 

Jacobi  Counfellors  2, 

Simeon.  Nuncius. 

Levi.  Chorus. 

Thamar  Cuophorufa';  where  Juda  is  found  to  have 
been  the  author  of  that  crime,  which  he  condemn 'd  in 
Thamar.     Thamar  excufed  in  what  fhe  attempted. 

The  Golden  Calf,  or  the  Maffacre  in  Horeb, 

The  Quails,  Num.  II. 

The  Murmurers,  Num.  14. 

Cl^z  Corah, 


[       228       ] 

Corah,  Dathan,  &:c.  Num.  i6,  17. 

Moabitides,  Num.  25. 

Achan,  Jofue  7  and  8. 

Jofuah  in  Gibeon,  Jo(h.  10. 

Gideon  Idoloclaftes,  Jud.  6,  7. 

Gideon  purfuing,  Jud.  8. 

-^bimelech  the  Ufurper,  Jud.  9. 

Samfon  purfophorus,  or  Hybriftes,  Or  Samfon  mar- 
rying or  in  Ramath  Lechi,  Jud.  15. 

Dagonalia,  Jud.  16. 

Comazontes,  or  the  Benjaminites,  or  the  Rioters, 
Jud.  19,  20,  21. 

Theriftria,  a  pafloral  out  of  Ruth. 

Eliadae,  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  Sam.  i,  2,  3,  4,  be- 
ginning with  the  firft  overthrow  of  Ifrael  by  the  Phi- 
lilHns,  interlac'd  with  Samuel's  vifion  concerning  Eli's 
faniily. 

Jonathan  refcued,  i  Sam.  14. 

Doeg  fiandering,  i  Sam.  22. 

The  fheep-lhearers  in  Carmel,  a  pailoral,  i  Sam.  25, 

Saul  in  Gilboa,  i  Sam.  28,  31. 

David  revolted,  i  Sam.  from  the  27  c.  to  the  31. 

David  adulterous,  2  Sam.  c.  11, 12. 

Tamar,  2  Sam.  13. 

Achitophel,  2  Sam.  15, 16, 17,  18. 

Adoniah,  i  P^eg.  2. 

Solomon  Gyna^cocratumenus,  or  Idolomargus,  aut 
Thyfiazufae.  Reg.  i.  11. 

Rehoboam,  1  Reg.  1 2.  v.'here  is  difputed  of  a  poli- 
tic religion. 

Abias 
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Abias  Therfasus,  i  Reg.  1 4.  The  queen,  after  muck 
difpute,  as  the  laft  refuge  fent  to  the  prophet  Ahias  of 
Shilo ;  receives  the  meffage.  The  Epitafis  in  that  Ihe 
hearing  the  child  (hall  die  as  Ihe  comes  home,  refufes 
to  return,  thinking  thereby  to  elude  the  oracle.  The 
former  part  is  fpent  in  bringing  the  fick  prince  forth 
as  it  were  defirous  to  fhift  his  chamber  and  couch  as 
dying  men  ufe,  his  father  telling  him  what  facrifice  he 
had  fent  for  his  health  to  Bethel  and  Dan ;  his  fearlef- 
nefs  of  death,  and  putting  his  father  in  mind  to  fet 
[fend]  to  Ahiah.  The  Chorus  of  the  elders  of  Ifrael, 
bemoaning  his  virtues  bereft  them,  and  at  another  time 
wondring  why  Jeroboam  being  bad  himfelf  fhould  fo 
grieve  for  his  fon  thai  was  good,  iffc. 

Imbres,  or  the  Showers,  i  Reg.  18,  19. 

Naboth  i7vy.oi^a,vr8[ji.ii/o^,    I  Reg.  21. 

Ahab,  I  Reg.  22.  beginning  at  the  fynod  of  falfe 
prophets ;  ending  with  relation  of  Ahab's  death  ;  his 
body  brought;  Zedekiah  flain  by  Ahab's  friends  for 
his  feducing.     (See  Lavater,  2  Chron.  18.) 

Elias  in  the  mount,  2  Reg.  i.  'o^Ei^artjf,  or  better, 
Elias  Polemizes. 

Elifasus  Hudrocoos,  2  Reg.  3.  Hudrophantes, 
Aquator. 

Elifaeus  Adorodocetas. 

Elif^eus  Menutes,  five  in  Dothaimis,  2  Reg.  6. 

Samaria  Liberata,  2.  Reg.  7. 

Achab^si  Cunoborwmeni,  2  Reg.  9.   The  fcene  ]ef- 

rael :    beginning  from  the  watchman's  difcovery  of 

Jehu  till  he  go  out :  in  the  mean  while,  meffage  of 

0^3  things 


[       230      ] 

things  pafling  brought  to  Jezebel,  &c.  Laftly,  the  70 
heads  of  Ahab's  fons  brought  in,  and  mefTage  brought 
of  Ahaziah's  brethren  flain  on  the  way,  c.  10. 

Jehu  Belicola,  2  Reg.  10. 

Athaliah,  2  Reg.  1 1 . 
■     Amaziah  Doryalotus,  2  Reg.  14.    2  Chron.  25. 

Hezechias  'aoXio^y.iii^Bvoc,  2  Reg.  18,  19.  Hefechia 
befieg'd.  The  wicked  hypocriiy  of  Shebna,  fpoken  of 
in  the  11,  or  thereabout  of  Ifaiah,  and  the  commen- 
dation of  Eliakim  will  afford  a(po^jM,a?  ?^Qyov,  together 
with  a  faction,  that  fought  help  from  Egypt. 

Jofiah  Atafo'menos,  2  Reg.  23. 

Zedechiah  vBon^i^uv,  2  Reg.  but  the  llory  is  larger 
in  Jeremiah. 

Solyma>  Halofis ;  which  may  begin  from  a  meffage 
brought  to  the  city,  of  the  judgment  upon  Ztdechiah 
and  his  children  in  Ribla,  and  fo  feconded  with  the 
burning  and  deflruclion  of  city  and  temple  by  Nebu- 
zaradan ;  lamented  by  J  eremiah. 

Afa  or  ^thiopes,  2  Chron.  14.  with  the  depofmg 
his  Mother,  and  burning  her  idol. 

The  three  Children,  Dan.  3. 

Britifh  Trag. 

1.  The  cloifter  king  Conftans  fet  up  by  Vortiger. 

2.  Vortiger  poifon'd  by  Roena. 

3.  Vortiger  immur'd. 

The  three  following  were  added  afterwards  in  the 
margin. 

Vcnutius  hufband  to  Cartifmandua. 

Vortiger 
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Vortiger  marrying  Roena.  See  Speed.  Reprov'dby 
Vordin  archbiihop  of  London.     Speed. 

The  maflacre  of  the  Britons  by  Hengift  in  their  cup 
at  Salifbury  plain.     Malmelbury. 

4.  Sigher  of  the  Eaft  Saxons  revolted  from  the  faith, 
and  reclam'd  by  Jarumang. 

5.  Ethelbert  of  the  Eaft  Angles  llain  by  Offa  the 
Mercian.  See  Holinfh.  L.  6.  c.  5.  Speed  in  the  Life 
of  Offa  and  Ethelbert. 

6.  Sebert  flain  by  Penda  after  he  had  left  his  king- 
dom.    See  Holinfhed,  p.  116. 

7.  Wulfer  flaying  his  two  fons,  for  being  Chriflians. 

8.  Ofljert  of  Northumberland  flain  for  ravifliing  the 
wife  of  Bernbocard,  and  the  Danes  brought  in.  See 
Stow.  Holinlh.  L.  6.  c.  12.  and  efpecially  Speed, 
L.  8.  c.  2. 

9.  Edmund  laft  king  of  the  Eaft  Angles  martyr'd 
by  Hinguar  the  Dane.     See  Speed,  L.  8.  c.  2. 

10.  Sigebeit  tyrant  of  the  Weft-Saxons  flain  by  a 
Swineherd. 

11.  Edmund  brother  of  Athelftan  flain  by  a  thief  at 
his  own  table.     Malmef. 

12.  Edwin,  fon  to  Edward  the  younger,  for  luftde- 
priv'd  of  his  kingdom,  or  rather  by  fadion  of  Monks, 
whom  he  hated ;  together  with  the  impoftor  Dunftan. 

13.  Edward  fon  of  Edgar  murder 'd  by  his  ftep- 
mother.  To  which  may  be  inferted  the  tragedy  ftirr'd 
up  betwixt  the  Monks  and  Priefts  about  marriage. 

14.  Ethelred,  fon  of  Edgar,  a  flothful  king,  the 
ruin  of  his  land  by  the  Danes. 

0^4  15.  Ceaulin, 
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15.  Ceaulin,  king  of  Weli-Saxops,  for  tyranny  de- 

pos'd,  and  banifh'd,  and  dying. 

10.  The  daughter  of  the  Monks  of  Bangor  by 
Edelfride  ftirr'd  up,  as  is  faid,  by  Ethelbert,  and  he 
by  Aufljn  the  Monk,  becaufe  the  Britons  would  not 
receive  the  rites  of  the  Roman  Ch'arch.  See  Bede, 
jGciFrey  Monmouth,  and  Hohnfhed,  p.  104,  which 
inuft  begin  with  the  convocation  of  Britilh  Clergy  by 
AulHn  to  determin  fuperfluous  points,  which  by  them 
was  refufed. 

ly.  Edwin  by  vifion  promis'd  the  kingdom  of 
Nor^umberLand  on  promife  of  his  converfion,  and 
therein  eftabliih'd  by  Rodoald  king  of  Eail- Angles. 

18.  Ofwin  king  of  Deira  ilain  by  Ofvvie,  his  friend, 
king  of  Bernitia,  through  ififtigatipn  qi  flatterers.  See 
Holinlhed,  p.  115. 

15.  Sjgibert  of  the  Eafl- Angles  keeping  company 
Vvith  a  perfon  excommunicated,  flain  by  the  fame  man 
in  his  houfe,  according  as  the  bifhop  Cedda  had  fore- 
tcJd. 

20.  Egfride  king  of  the  Northumbers  flain  in  battel 
againii  the  Pii^s,  having  before  wafted  Ireland,  and 
made  war  for  no  rea(on  on  men  that  ever  lov'd 
the  Englifh :  forewarn'd  alfo  by  Cuthbert  not  to  fight 
with  the  Pidls. 

21.  Kinewulf,  King  of  Well- Saxons,  flain  by  Ki- 
neard  in  the  houfe  of  one  of  his  concubines. 

22.  Gunthildis,  the  Danilh  lady,  with  her  hufband 
Palmgus,  and  her  fon,  flain  by  appointment  of  the 
traitor  Edrick  in  king  Ethelred's  davs.     Holinflied, 
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jL.  7.  c.  5.  together  jvith  the  ma^acre  af  the  Danes  at 
Oxford.     Speed. 

23.  Brightrick  of  Weft-Saxons  poifon'd  by  his  wife 
Ethelb urge  O^a's  daughter,  who  dies  miferably  alfo 
in  beggary  after  adultery  in  a  nunnery.  Speed  in 
Bithrick. 

24.  Alfred  in  difguife  of  a  miniftrel  difcovers  the 
Danes  negligence,  fets  on  with  a  mighty  flaughter ; 
about  the  fame  time  the  Devonihire  men  rout  Hubba 
and  flay  him. 

A  Heroical  poem  may  be  founded  fomewhere  in  Al- 
fred's reign,  efpecially  at  his  iffuing  out  of  Edelingfey 
on  the  Danes,  whofe  aftions  are  well  like  thofe  of  U- 
lyffes. 

25.  Athelftan  expofing  his  brother  Edwin  to  the  fea, 
and  repenting. 

26.  Edgar  flaying  Ethelwold  for  falfe  play  in  wooing, 
wherein  may  be  fet  out  his  pride,  lufl,  which  he  thought 
to  ciofe  by  favoring  Ty/Ionks  and  building  Monafteries: 
alio  the  difpofltion  of  woman  in  Elfrida  towards  her 
hufl}and. 

27.  Swane  befieging  London,  and  Etheljred  repuls'd 
J)y  the  Londoners. 

28.  ^aroid  flain  in  battel  by  William  the  Norman. 
The  firft  fcene  inay  begin  with  the  ghoft  of  Alfred,  the 
fecond  fon  of  Ethelred,  flain  in  cruel  manner  by  God- 
win Harold's  father,  his  mother  and  brother  difluading 
J^irn. 

29.  Edfnopd  Ironfide  defeating  tlie  Danes  at  Brent- 
for.di  with  his  conibat  with  Canute. 

3  30.  Edmond 
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30.  Edmond  Ironfide  murder'd  by  Edrick  the  trai- 
tor,  and  reveng'd  by  Canute. 

31.  Gunilda,  daughter  to  king  Canute  and  Emma, 
Wife  to  Henry  the  third  Emperor,  ace  us 'd  of  incha- 
ftity,  is  defended  i>y  her  Englifli  page  in  combat 
againll  a  giant-like  adverfary ;  who  by  him  at  two 
blows  is  llain,  &c.    Speed  in  the  Life  of  Canute. 

32.  Hardiknute  dying  in  his  cups,  an  example  to 
riot. 

33.  Edward  Confeflbr's  divorceing  and  imprifoning 
his  noble  wife  Editha,  Godwin's  daughter;  wherein  is 
fhowed  his  over-affedion  to  ftrangers  the  caufe  of  God- 
win's infurredion,  wherein  Godwin's  forbearance  of 
battel  prais'd,  and  the  Englifli  moderation  on  both 
fides  magnified.  His  flacknefs  to  redrefs  the  corrupt 
Clergy,  and  fuperflitious  pretence  of  challity. 

Abram  from  Morea,  or  Isaac  redeem'd. 
The  Oeconomy  may  be  thus.  The  fifth  or  fixth 
day  after  Abraham's  departure,  Eleazer  Abram's  ftew- 
ard,  firll  alone,  and  then  with  the  Chorus,  difcourfe 
of  Abraham's  ftrange  voyage,  their  miftrefs'  forrow 
and  perplexity  accompanied  with  frightful  dreams ; 
and  tell  the  manner  of  his  rifing  by  night,  taking  his 
fervants  and  his  fon  with  him.  Next  may  come  forth 
Sarah  herfelf;  after  the  Chorus,  or  Ifmael,  or  Agar; 
next  fome  fhepherd  or  company  of  merchants  paffing 
through  the  mount  in  the  time  that  Abram  was  in  the 
midwork,  relate  to  Sarah  what  they  faw.  Hence  la- 
mentation, fears,  wonders ;   the   matter  in  the  mean 

while 
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while  divulg'd.  Aner  or  Efchcol,  or  Mamre  Abram*s 
confederates  come  to  the  houfe  of  Abram  to  be  more 
certain,  or  to  bring  news ;  in  the  mean  while  difcourf- 
ing  as  the  world  would,  of  fuch  an  adion  divers  ways, 
bewailing  the  fate  of  fo  noble  a  man  fain  from  his  re- 
putation, either  through  divine  jullice,  or  fuperflition, 
or  coveting  to  do  fome  notable  a6l  through  zeal.  At 
length  a  fervant  fent  from  Abram  relates  the  truth; 
and  laft  he  himfelf  comes  with  a  great  train  of  Melchi- 
zedec,  whofe  (hepherds  being  fecret  eye-witneffes  of  all 
paiTages  had  related  to  their  mafter,  and  he  conduded 
his  friend  Abraham  home  with  joy. 

Baptistes. 

The  Scene,  the  Court. 

Beginning  from  the  morning  of  Herod's  birth-day. 

Herod  by  fome  Counfellor  perfuaded  *  on  his  birth- 
day to  releafe  John  Baptift,  purpofes  it,  caufes  him  to 
be  fent  for  to  the  court  from  prifon.  The  Queen  hears 
of  it,  takes  occafion  to  pafs  where  he  is,  on  purpofe, 
that  under  pretence  of  reconciling  to  him,  or  feeking 
to  draw  a  kind  retradlion  from  him  of  his  cenfure  on 
the  marriage ;  to  which  end  (he  fends  a  courtier  before 
to  found  whether  he  might  be  perfuaded  to  mitigate  his 

*  Or  elfe  the  Queen  may  plot  under  pretence  of  begging  for  his 
liberty,  to  feek  co  draw  him  into  a  fnare  by  his  freedom  of  fpeech. 

fentence. 
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fentence,  which  not  finding,  ihe  herfclf  craftily  ailays, 
and  on  his  conftancy  founds  an  accufation  to  Herod  of 
a  contumacious  affront  on  fuch  a  day  before  many 
peers,  prepares  the  king  to  fome  paffion,  and  at  lall  by 
her  daughter's  dancing  effeds  it.  There  may  prolo- 
gize the  Spirit  of  Philip,  Herod's  brother.  It  may  al- 
fo  be  thought,  that  Herod  had  well  bedew 'd  himfelf 
with  wine,  which  made  him  grant  the  eafier  to  his 
wife's  daughter.  Some  of  his  difciples  alfo,  as  to  con- 
gratulate his  liberty,  may  be  brought  in,  with  whom 
after  certain  command  of  his  death  many  compaffion- 
ing  words  of  his  difciples,  bewailing  his  youth  cut  oiF 
in  his  glorious  courfe,  he  telling  them  his  work  is  done, 
and  wiihing  them  to  follow  Chrill  his  mailer. 

Sodom. 

The  title,  Cupid's  funeral  pile.     Sodom  burning. 

The  Scene  before  Lot's  gate. 

The  Chorus  confiUs  of  Lot's  fhepherds  come  to  the 
city  about  fome  affairs  await  in  the  evening  their  maf- 
ter's  return  from  his  evening  walk  toward  tjie  city- 
gates.  He  brings  with  him  two  young  men  or  youths 
of  noble  form.  After  likely  difcourfes  prepares  for 
their  entertainment.  By  then  fupper  is  ended,  the  gal- 
lantry of  the  town  pafs  by  in  proceffion  with  mufic  and 
fong  to  the  temple  of  Venus  Urania  or  Peor,  and  un- 
derllanding  of  two  noble  flrangers  arriv'd,  they  fend 
two  of  their  choiceft  youth  with  the  priell  to  invite 
them  to  their  city  folemnities,  it  being  an  honour  that 

their 
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their  city  had  decreed  to  all  fair  perfonages,  as  being 
facred  to  their  Goddefs.  The  Angels  being  afkt  by 
the  prieft  whence  they  are,  fay  they  are  of  Salem  ;  the 
prieft  inveighs  againft  the  ftrict  reign  of  Mekhizedec. 
Lot,  that  knows  their  drift,  anfwers  thwartly  at  laft, 
«f  which  notice  given  to  the  whole  aiTembly,  they 
hallen  thither,  tax  him  of  prefumption,  fmgularity, 
breach  of  city-cuftoms ;  in  iine,  after  \'iolence,  the 
Chorus  of  Ihepherds  prepare  refiftance  in  their  mailer's 
defenfe,  calling  the  reft  of  the  ferviture;  but  being 
forc'd  to  give  back,  the  Angels  open  the  door,  refcue 
Lot,  difcover  themfelves,  warn  him  to  gather  his 
friends  and  fons  in  law  out  of  the  city.  He  goes  and 
returns,  as  having  met  with  fome  incredulous.  Some 
other  friend  or  fon  in  law  out  of  the  way,  when  Lot 
came  to  his  houfe,  overtakes  him  to  know  his  bufmefs. 
Here  is  difputed  of  incredulity  of  divine  judgments, 
and  fuch  like  matter  :  at  laft  is  defcribed  the  parting 
from  the  city ;  the  Chorus  depart  with  their  mafter ; 
the  Angels  do  the  deed  with  all  dreadful  execution  ; 
the  King  and  Nobles  of  the  city  may  come  forth,  and 
ferve  to  fet  out  the  terror ;  a  Chorus  of  Angels  con- 
cluding, and  the  Angels  relating  the  event  of  Lot'$ 
journey  and  of  his  wife.  The  firft  Chorus  beginning, 
may  relate  the  courfe  of  the  city  each  evening  every 
one  with  miftrefs  or  Ganymed,  gitterning  along  the 
ftreet?,  or  folacing  on  the  banks  of  Jordan,  or  down 
the  ftream.  At  the  prieft 's  inviting  the  Angels  to  the 
folemnity,  the  Angels  pitying  their  beauty  may  difpute 
of  lov€,  and  how  it  differs  from  luft,  feeking  to  win 

them. 
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them..  In  the  laft  fcene,  to  the  King  and  Nobles, 
when  the  fierce  thunders  begin  aloft,  the  Angel  ap- 
pears all  girt  with  flames,  which  he  faith  are  the  flames 
of  true  love,  and  tells  the  King,  who  falls  down  with 
terror,  his  juft  fufFering,  as  alfo  Athane's,  i.  e.  Gener, 
Lot's  fon  in  law,  for  defpifing  the  continual  admoni- 
tions of  Lot :  then  calling  to  the  thunders,  lightnings, 
and  fires,  he  bids  tliem  hear  the  call  and  command  of 
God  to  come  and  deflroy  a  godlefs  nation :  he  brings 
them  down  with  fome  fhort  warning  to  other  nations  to 
take  heed. 

Chrifl;  born. 

Herod  mafiacring,  or  Rachel  weeping,  Matt.  2. 

Chrill  bound. 

Chrift  crucified. 
I     Chrill  rifen. 
[    Lazarus.     Joan  11. 

Adam     unparadis*d. 

The  Angel  Gabriel  either  defcending  or  entrlng, 
Ihowing  fince  this  globe  was  created,  his  frequency  as 
much  on  earth,  as  in  Heaven :  defcribes  Paradife. 
Next  the  Chorus  fhewing  the  reafon  of  his  coming  to 
keep  his  watch  in  Paradife  after  Lucifer's  rebellion,  by 
command  from  God,  and  withal  expreffmg  his  deiire 
to  fee  and  know  more  concerning  this  excellent  new 
creature,  Man.  The  Angel  Gabriel,  as  by  his  name 
iignifying  a  prince  of  power,  tracing  Paradife  with  a 

more 
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more  free  office,  pafTes  by  the  ftation  of  the  Chorus, 
and  defired  by  them  relates  what  he  knew  of  Man,  as 
the  creation  of  Eve,  with  ther  love  and  marriage.  Af- 
ther  this  Lucifer  appears  after  his  overthrow,  bemoans 
himfelf,  feeks  revenge  on  Man.  The  Chorus  prepare 
refinance  at  his  firft  approach.  At  lail,  after  difcourfe 
of  enmity  on  either  fide,  he  departs;  whereat  the 
Chorus  fings  of  the  battel,  and  vidory  in  Heaven 
againft  him  and  his  accomplices ;  as  before,  after  the 
iirfl  Aft,  was  fung  a  hymn  of  the  creation.  Here 
again  may  appear  Lucifer  relating  and  infulting  in 
what  he  had  done  to  the  deftruciion  of  Man.  Man 
next,  and  Eve  having  by  this  time  been  feduc'd  by  the 
ferpent  appears  confufedly  covered  with  leaves.  Con- 
fcience  in  a  fhape  accufes  him,  Juftice  cites  him  to  the 
place  whither  Jehovali  call'd  for  him.  In  the  mean 
while  the  Chorus  entertains  the  ftage,  and  is  informed 
byfome  Angel  the  manner  of  his  fall.  Here  the  Cho- 
rus bewails  Adam's  fall.  Adam  then  and  Eve  re- 
turn, accufe  one  another,  but  efpecially  Adam  lays 
the  blame  to  his  wife,  is  flubborn  in  his  oiFenfe.  Juf- 
tice appears ;  reafons  with  him,  convinces  him.  The 
Chorus  admonifheth  Adam,  and  bids  him  beware  Lu^ 
cifer's  example  of  impenitence.  The  Angel  is  fent  to 
banilh  them  out  of  Paradife  ;  but  before  caufes  to  pafs 
before  his  eyes  in  (hapes  a  Mafic  of  all  the  evils  of  this 
life  and  world.  He  is  humbled,  relents,  defpairs ;  at 
laft  appears  Mercy,  comforts  him,  promifes  the  Mef- 
fiah;  then  calls  in  Faith,  Hope,  and  Charity;  in- 
llrucls  him ;  he  repents,  gives  God  the  glory,  fubmits 

to 
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to  his  penalty :  The  Ghof  us  briefly  concludes.     Com* 
pare  thk  with  the  former  draught. 

Scotch  ftories,  or  rather  Britifh  of  the  North  parts. 

A  T  H  R  I  c  o  flain  by  Natholochus,  whofe  daughter 
he  had  ravilTit,  and  this  Natholochus  ufurpir.g  thereon 
the  kingdom,  feeks  to  flay  the  kindred  of  Athrico,  who 
fcape  him  and  confpire  againft  him.  He  fends  to  a 
witch  to  know  the  event.  The  witch  tells  the  meffen- 
ger,  that  he  is  the  man  fhall  flay  Natholochus :  he  de- 
tefts  it,  but  in  his  journey  home  changes  his  mind,  aind 
performs  it.     Scotch  Chron.  Enghfh,  p.  68.  69. 

D  u  F  F  E  E  and  D  o  n  w  a  l  d,  a  ftrange  ftory  of 
witchcraft,  atid  murder  difcover'd  and  reveng'd. 
Scotch  Story,  149,  i3c, 

H  A  r  E,  the  Plowman,  who  with  his  two  fons  that 
were  at  plough  running  to  the  battel  that  was  between 
the  Scots  and  Danes  in  the  next  field,  ftaid  the  flight 
©f  his  countrymen,  renew'd  the  battel,  and  caus'd  the 
vi<^ory,  ^r.     Scotch  ftory,  p.  155. 

K  E  N  jr  E  T  H,  who  having  privily  poifon'd  Malcolm 
Duffee,  that  his  own  fon  might  fucceed,  is  Ilain  by 
Fenella.     Scotch  Hift.  p.  157,  158,  i^c. 

Macbeth,  beginning  at  the  arrival  of  Malcolm- 
at  Mackduffe.  The  matter  of  Duncan  may  be  ex- 
prefs'd  by  the  appearing  of  his  ghoft. 

M  O  A  B  I  T  I  D  E  S      or      P  H  I  N  E  A  S. 

The  Epitafis  whereof  may  lie  in  the  contention,  firft 
between  the  father  of  Zimri  and  Eleazer,  whether  he 

[ought] 


[     ^4-     ] 

J^ought]  to  have  flain  his  Ton  v/ithout  law.  Next,  the 
cmbaffadors  of  the  Moabites  expodalating  about  Cofbi 
a  ftranger  and  a  nob;e  v»'oman  flain  by  Phineas.  It 
may  be  argued  about  reformation  and  punilhment  ille- 
gal, and,  as  it  were  by  tumult,  after  all  arguments 
driven  home,  then  the  word  of  the  Lord  may  be 
brought,  acquitting  and  approving  Phineas. 

C  H   R   I   S   T   U   S      P  A  T  1  E  N  S. 

The  fcene  in  the  gai'dcn  beginning  from  the  coming 
thither  till  Judas  betrays,  and  the  officers  lead  him 
away.  The  reft  by  meifage  and  Chorus.  His  agony 
^ay  receive  noble  expreflions. 
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